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FORTUNATE KNIGH TX 
1 5 
HERE once reigned a powerful king, who vas a. 
prince of great "clemency, and very well belowegs- © 
hy his ſubjects; ut being en gaged in a war when 
emperor, whoſe name was Mata pa, a neighbouring ap 
potent prince, after ſeveral battles, the EM PEFOT. at 18 
gained an entire and ſignal victory. The king 1 N 
moſt of his officers and ſoldiers killed, or taken D 
and the emperor ſoon after belieged hig capital t61 
and took it; by which means he  berame;Waſter it 
thenreaſures. The king had much ads tofelcape 5 
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ſelf, with the queen dowager, bis ſiſter, wig aby% Yorby | 
beat), and witty, but withal prop tab . 
c et acceſs, Ihe emperor tranippr fed "A 

and rich: furniture to his own palage? BY 
Moder of young damſels, borſes, a Ever 
be en and agreeadle * 225 N 25 
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75 
populated the greateſt part of the kingdoms, returned in 
triumph home, wheie he was received by the empreſs 
and the prir.ce{s Hs daughter, with all the joy imagina- 
ble: while the dethroned king endured, with the utmoſt 
em paticnce, his misfortunes. He aſſembled what troops 
me had left, formed a ſmall party, and to augient it 
as {yon as poilivle, inne ! an re „requiring all 
"ge 1t!e: nen, „ho were his ſubjects, either to come and 
Be Jerve him in their own proper — or to tend one 
of tbeir jons well incunted ond ariued, 
There lived on the frontiers an old lord, who had 
een full forrſcore vers, and was 2 man of extraordi- 
n-ry 40 7 but had pariaken ſo much of the frowns of 
Fortune; tht he was very much reauced, and had bore 
| all bis il fortune with more patience, had not three 
24% *brou! tub du hters tharted it with hin. But as they 
ne e women of good teenie, they never murmured at 
their mizfortunes, but rather, when they ſpoke, com- 
id their father, than added to his afflictions, In 
is manner they lived with him in an old country houſe, 
+ IF cee tram ambitien, when this ordinance reached the 
w $enticman's car; who called his daughters, and, 
= e a countenance that diſcovered the grief of his mind, 
nd. to them, Whzt mall we do? The king has or- 
'© derct all perſons a diſtintion in his dominions to 
« ſerve him againſt the emperor, or pay ſuch a fine, 
which | am n2t «ble-to do; aud thele extremities will 
* 2 eiiker coſt me my life, or be our ruin.“ His three 
FP | - daughters were as much concerned as himſelf at this 
4 ves, but yet defired him not to be diſheartened, fince 
Ez. they were perſuaded ſome remedy might be found out, 
The next day, the eldeſt-werit to her father, as he was 
Ky walking melancholy in little orchard, and ſaid to 
: m, I come my lord, to entreat ydu to let me go to 
2 the army; F am of an advantage us height enough, 
1 "CL aatrobaſt: Iwill dreſs mylelf in men's cloaths, aud 
IS. the 5 5 ot Four ſon: If I do no heroic actions, 1 bay 
everfave you a journey or the tax, which is a'greqt 
deal in our circumſtances.” The count embraced her 
. .. at firſt oppoled {2 extraordinary a was 
at 
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not ſurpriſed that my liter ſhould be di cover 
© the never was on horſeback before ut fo pete, 

it you will let me go in her ſtead, 14 orvite,: 
{44.4 Mall not necd to repent it,” Itegegs ii vert th 
count to refuſe her; he was che 
| 4b 
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. and wlien {ſhe was thus equipped, Embrace + 
dd ſiſters, and reſolved to lerye the king} M 
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but ſhe repreſented to him, with great firmneſs of mind. 
that there was no other expedient, and thereby ent his 
conſent. Her father provided cloaths and arms ſor her. 
and gave her the beſt of four horſes, which he kept to 
go to plow and cart, and after the moſt tender farewell 
on both ſides, ſhe ſet out on her journey. Aſter lome 
days travel, as ſhe paſſed by a large meadow, belet 
with a qui-kſet hedge, ſhe ſaw a ſhepherdefs very much 
rieved, who was endeavourine to pill + {hear ant of 
a ditch: * What ere you doing there ſhepherdeſs?” (ſaid 
* ſhe) * Alas! (replied the ſhepherdeſs) 1 am ſuiving 
to ſave a ſheep that is almoſt drowned, aud ain, 10 
« weak, that I cannot draw him out.“ I pity vou.” 
(ſaid ſhe,) and, without offering her aſſiſtance, rid away. 
Whereupen the ſhepherdeſs cried. out, Good- bye, 
* diſguiſed fair.” Which put our heroine into aint 
preſſible ſurpriſe. * How is it poſſible, (ſaid The 8 
* herſelf) that I ſhould be known? This od ſhaphir- 3 
dels has but juſt ſet eves on me, and has diſcovered ad 
what lam; what ſhall I do? I ſhall be known to all 
* the world, and how aſhamed and vexed ſh-111 be, if the "f 
king ſhould find me cut! He will think my father! 
* coward, that durſt not expoſe himfelf to danger“ 
At laſt ſhe concluded to go home gain. = 
The count and his 42ughters were talking of her, and 
reckoning ho# long ſhe had been gone, when they faw ** 
her come in, who told them her adventure. The good 
old count ſaid it was nothing but what he ſoreſaw; that 
if (he would have taken his advice, ſhe had not gone, WM 
becauſe he thought it impoſſible but ſhe muſt be dis 
covered. This little family was embarraſſed again, 
when the ſecond daughter ſaid to her: fatbhef, lam 
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puaſſe i by the ſame meadow, ſhe ſaw the ſame ſhepherd- 
eſs drawing a ſheep out of a deep ditch, who cried out, 
* Unfortunate wretch that I am, to loſe half my flock in 
this manner; if any body would help me, I might 
- *. fave this poor creature.“ What! ſhepherdeſs (cried 
baut this ſecond daughter) do you take no better care 
1 of your ſheep, than to let them fall into the water?” 
W Then {p1r'd on her horſe, and rid away. Farewell, 
diſguiſed fair,” (cried. the old woman to her.) Which 
words were no {mall affliction to our Amazon. Huw 
* unſortunate (ſaid ſhe) is it to be thus known: I have 
no better luck than my ſiſter: It will be ridiculous for 
me to go to the army with ſuch an effeminate air.“ 
WW Thereupon ſhe returned home very much vexed at her 
dad ſucceſs, 
I be old count received her with a great deal of tender- 
F nels, ond commended her prudence, but could not help 
being chagrined at the expence he had been at, of two 
ES ſuits cf cloths and other things, though he concealed it 
ss much as poſſible from his daughters. At laſt the 
= youngeſt daughter deſired him, with the moſt preſſing 
= inſtances to give her leave, as he had done both her ſiſ- 
ters. © Perhaps (ſaid ſhe) you may think it preſump- 
di in me to think to ſucceed better than they, yet Ide- 
mel may try; I am ſomewhat taller than they; you 
= * knowl have been uſed to hunting, which exerciſe bears 
A * parallel with war; and my great deſire to comfort 
8 eee misfortunes, will inſpire me with extra- 
x nary courage.” As the count loved this daughter 
better than the other two, becauſe ſhe always took moſt 
care of him, and read to divert him, and killed game 
for him; he uſed all the arguments he was maſter of, 
di de her from her deſign. If you leave me, 
my dear child (said he) your abſence will be my 
death; fbr ſhould fortune favour you in your undet- 
By taking, and you ſhould return crowned with laurels,.. Wc 
A © 1 ſhall not have the pleaſure of ſeeing it, ſince Jam ig . 
d anced an age.” No father (ſaid ſhe) do not M.. 
wien the time long, the war muſt ſoon be at an end; ER 
SS and if 1 find out any other way to fulfil the kiugs 
—_— = 3 3 orders, 4 
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orders, I will not neglect it: for I can aſſure you, if 
* my abſence is a trouble to you, it is no leſs to me. 
By theſe words ſhe at laſt perſuaded him into a conſent; 
and aſter that made vp a plain ſuit of cloaths, for her 
liſters had exhauſted the old count's treaſures too much 


for her to have any better; and was forced to take up 


with one of the worſt horſes, becauſe the others were 
lamed: but all this could not diſcourage her: She em- 
braced her father, 2{ked his bleſſing, and aſter ſhedding 
ſome tears with him and her ſiſters, ſet forwards on her 


Journey. 


As ſhe went by the ſame meadow, ſhe ſaw the old 
ſhepherdeſs endeavouring to pull the ſheep cut of a ditch, 
What are you doing there, ſhepherdeſs?” (ſaid ſhe.) 
have been doing, Sir, (replied the old woman) till 
can do no longer : I have been-ever fince the break 
of day ſtriving to get this ſheep cut, and all to no pur- 
pole; and Iam ſo weary I can ſcarce ſtand-: there is 
never a day paſſes over iny head but ſome, misfortune 
attends me, and nobody will help me.“ * Indeed I 
pity you (1 idour young warrior) and to ſhew it the 
more, will aſſiſt you.“ Thereupon alightedfrom her 
horſe, and jumping over the hedge, ſhe went ung the 


ditzh, where ſhe worked till ſnhe got this ſavourite theep.- 


out. Do not cry, ſhepherdeſs (ſaid ſhe) he , 
* ſheep; and contidering the time he has 


thoſe that are deſerving. That horſe Yau: tide-is bur 


$45 a poor forry one, I will give you Shen re- 
pon ſtriking the ground with her gros ri rior 
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ard a whinnying bebind a holt of eres, of 


3 
1 . I 2 beautiful horſe gall»pping about the . 


called this courſer to her, and tduchißg him” with 
: A 4 RS: her 


>: . 


water, he is very briſk.” * You ſhall not hind wn 
grateful, charming waid, (laid the {hepherag"1- 
know where you are going and all your geligus; Jour. 
liter paſſed by this m2adow, I knew them and their 
thoughts; but they were ſo hard-hearteX zug unkind, - 1} 
that I found the means to prevent i . ỹ * 
for your part, you ſhall find it c za | 
fairy, and have a great inclination to reward of 
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her crook, ſaid, faithful Comrade, be accoutered finer 
than the beſt horſe of the Emperor Metapa; and imme- 
diately Comrade had on a ſaddle and houſing of green 
velvet embroidered with diamonds, a bridle ſtrung with 
pearls, with boſſes and bit of gold. 

What you ſee (ſaid the fairy) is the leaſt thing you 
ought to admire this horſe for; ke has a great many 
rare qualities which I will inform you of, Firit, he 
eats but once in eight days: and then he knows what 
ts paſt, preſent, and to come: for I have had him a 
long time, and brought him up to my hand. When 
you, want to be informed ef any thing, or are at a loſs 
for advice, you muſt addreſs yourſelf to him, and muſt 
# look on him more like your friend than a horſe, Be- 
*-fides, I do not like your habit, I will give you one 
* {hall pleaſe you better.” Then ſtriking on the ground 
with her crook, there aroſe up a turkey leather trunk, 
adorned with nails of gold; the fairy looked on the 
grals for the key which opened it: It was lined with 
ſpaniſh leather embroidered, and contained a dozen 
complete ſuits of clothes, with dozens of all appurtenan- 
ces, as ſwords, linen, &c. The cloaths were fo rich with 
embroidery and diamonds that our Amazon could hard- 
ly liſt them. The fairy bid her chuſe which ſhe liked 
beſt, and told her the reſt ſhould follow her wherever ſhe 
went; and that ſhe needed but to ſtamp with her foot, 
anch call ſor her turkey-leather trunk, and it ſhould come 
to her full of money and jewels, or fall of fine linen and 
laces, which the called for, either into her chamber or 


a 64 6 


| in the field; But, (ſaid the Fairy) you muſt make 
choice of fome name agreeable to your profeſſion ; and 


'©] think you may call yourſelf Fortunio: Befides, I 
* think it not improper you {ſhould know me in my 
own perſon,” At that very moment ſhe caſt off her old 
Kin; ard 2ppeared ſo beautiful thai ſhe dazzled the eyes 
of our yuurg heroine, Her habit was blue velvet liped 
with ermine, her hair was platted with pearls, such 
"her bed Rood a lately crown. Our young 2 
o trapſported with admiration, ſhe caſt berſelf pf 
feet, ſo great was her acknowledgtucnt. rü“ IE 
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raiſed her up, and embraced her tenderly, and bid her 
take a habit of gold and green brocade, which ſhe ac- 
cordingly obeyed, and mounted her horſe, continued 
on her journey, ſo penetrated with the extraordinary 
foitune ſhe had met with; that ſhe could think 
ofen thing elſe She examined with herſelf by what 
good fortune the had gained the good will of ſo powerful 
a fairy; for ſhe ſaid to herſelf, She could with one 
© {troke of her wand have drawn out, without ray aſſiſt- 
ance, a whole flock from the center of the earth. It 
was ſutunete for me | was {» ready to oblige her; the 
knew the ſentiments of my heart, and approved of 
them, If my father ſaw me now ſo rich, and in all 
this magnificence, how cve1j»yed would he be, and 


. Th a. 


tokers with me! 


As ſhe made an end of theſe reflections, ſhe arrived 
at a great city, and drew on her the eyes of all the 
people, who followed and crowded about her, ſaying, 
they uever ſaw ſo fine and handſume a knight, and ſo 
giacetul a horſe before. She had all manner of re- 
ſpeds poid to her, which ſhe returned with all imaginable 
civility, As {yon as the came to an inn, the governors, 
who had ſeen her as he was walking out, and admired 
her, and ſent a gentleman to defire her to accept of an 
apartment in his caſtle. Fortunio, for ſo we muſt call 


her, anſwered, that es he had not the honovr to be known * 


to him, he wauld not take that freedom, but would come 
and pay his refpects to him; but withel Cetired. he 
would let him have a truſty ſervant to ſend to his Ha- 
ther; which the Governordid inſtantly, and gur knight 
delired him to come again that night, becauſęe iſpatch- 
es were not ready, He ſhut hiraſelf up falls chain- 


ber, then ſtamping with his, foot, and callpg*Tor-the 


Turkey leather trunk full of diamonds and;.piftoles, 


it 3ppeared that momeat; but then he was zug 7 for 


the key, and knew not where to find it, and thought 


with himſelf it would be a thouſand pities to break gpen 


- 
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a trunk ſo curiouſly wrought and to have ſo niueh pights . 
poſed to the indifcretivn or knavery cf a Ieckinjth, 


that 


* 


how well pleaſed ſhould I be to have my family par- i 


po w— Ttould receive any favuurs lrom her: inſomuch that 


9 enn, that they could uct but love and admire 
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that might talk publicly of them, and by that means 
inform all robbers cf it. + What uſe are theſe favcurs 
of, (Fortunio cried) ſince I can neither enjoy them 
* myſelf nor let my father receive any benefit from 
* them? Then muling and walking about, he remem- 
bered he {hould conſult his horſe: away he goes to the 
ſtable, and whiſpered ſoftly to him, Pray, Comrade, 
tell me where I ſhz]] find the key cf the Turkey-lea- 
tber trunk.” In my ear, (anſwered he.) The 1 
knight locked in his er and ſaw a gteen ribbon, by 
"which he pulled out the key. He opened the trunk, 
and-tlled thiee little cheſts full of diamonds and piſ- 
toles, one for his father, and two for his liſters, and ſent 
the governor's man with them, defiring him not to top 
night nor day, till he arrived at the vid count's. When 
the meſſenger t-1d him he came frum his ſon the knight, 
and brought him a very heavy cheſt; he was very much 
furpriſed at what it could contain, for he knew he had ſo 
little money when he ſet cut, that he could not buy 
any thing, ncr pay the perſon for bringing his preſent. 
*Firſt he 3 his letter, and when he ſaw what his 
dear daughter had ſent him, he was ready to die with 
Joy: the light of the jewels and gold, made good her 
words: but what wos moſt extraordinary, when the two 


ers oper ed their cheſts, there were nought but cut glaſs 


*and Halle piſtoles; ſo unwilling was the ſajry that they 


they thought their ſiſter mocked them, and tkereup: n 
conceived an inexpreſſible hatred ag: inſt her. The 
. "count Tecing them ſo angry, gave them a great many 
af the jewels; but as ſoon as ever they touched them, 
"they changed like the reſt, by which they knew ſome 
._ unknown power acted againſt them, and begged of their 
father to keep them to himſelf. 1 
Fortunio never ſtaid for the return of the meſſenger, 
- © ſhort was the time limited to obey the king's edi& 
in, but went and took his leave of the governor. The 
whole city was aſſembling together to ſee him: his per- 
ſon and all his actions had ſomewhat fo engaging, 3 
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He never ſpoke, but they expreſſed a pleaſure at every 
word; and the crowd was ſo great, that he who had 
been uſed all his life-time to the country, knew not 
what it was owing to. Alter all civilities paid and re- 
ceived, he ſet forward on his journey, and was enter- 
tained moſt agreeably vy his horle, who told him of a 
great many remarkable things both in old and modern 
hiſtories, until they arrived at a vaſt foreſt ; when Com- 
: rade ſaid to the knight, Maſter, there lives her A man 
* © wh» may be of great uſe to us: he is a wood- many 
and one whoisgiſted.” What do you mean by that?? 
(interrupted the knight.) * One (ſaid the horſe) who 1 is 
* endowed by fairies with ſome rare qualities; there- 
« fore we muſt engage him to go along with us.“ At 
that inſtant they came to the place where the woO - man 
was at work, The young knight approached him with 
a ſweet and pleaſant air, and oſked him ſeveral queſ- 
tions about the place where they were; whether there 
were any wild beaſts in the foreſt, and if people were 
allowed to hunt them; to which the woodman returned 
him very ſuitable anſwers. Then he aſked him who 
helped him to fell ſo many trees; he anſwered, he had 
felled them all himſelf; and that it was the work only 
of ſome few hours; and that he muſt fell a few more 
to make a little burden. What (ſaid the knight) do 
you pretend to carry all this wood to day.“ * O Sir, 
* (laid ſtrong- back, which was his name) I am extia- 
* ordinary ſtrong.” Then (ſaid fortunio) your gain 
* mult be great.” * Very little, (replied the woodman) 
* we are very poor in this place; and every one does 
* his own work.” Since it is ſo (added the knight) 
come along with me, end you ſhall want nothing; 
r * and when you have a mind to go hae again, I will 
| give you money to defray vent expences:” Which 
ropoſal he approved of, 2nd-left his = and 2 
tools, and followed his new maſter. A 
"Y, 
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When he had croſſed the foreſt, he be 
8e plein, holdiuig in his hands ribbons, With og 2 
ed his legs, leaving one would think or 1tWagine, ſcaree 
libert y cxptigh to wolk. Comrade ſtopped, and * to 
| heck his 
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his maſter, * This is another gifted man; vou will 
have occaſion fur bim, therefore take him along with 
you.“ At that the fortunate knight advanced towards 


why be tied bie legs ſo? O, 2 4 he) I am pre- 
* pairing for a hunt.“ How (ſaid the knight, ſmiling) 
do you ptctend to run beſt when you are ſettered f 
No, Sir, (replied he) I do not pretend to run ſo ſat, 
but that is not mv intention; there are neither lags 
* nor hares, but whit I ont-run when my, legs are at 
liberty; fo that by always out-going thern they eſcape, 
and 1 ſeldom catch them.“ * You ſeem to me a very 
* extraordinary inan, (ſaid the knight) what is your 
name? * Lightfoot (rej lied he) and I am very wel! 
„known in this country.“ If you would ſee another, 
(added our hero) 1 ſhould be glad you would go with 
me: I will ule you very kindly, Which offer, Light- 

foot, as he lived but indifferently, accepted of with 
thanks, and followed the fortunate knight. 


binding his eyes. The horſe ſaid to his maſter, * I 
* would advile vou, Sir, to take this mau into your ſer— 
vice.“ Fortunio aſked him what made him bind his 
eyes; to which he apſwered, that he ſaw too clearly; 
that he could fee game above four leagues; and that 
he never ſhut but he killed always more than he dehred; 
that he was forced to bind his eyes, leſt he ſhould deſtroy 
all the partridges, pheaſants, &c. in the country. You 
are a nutable man, (replied Fortunio) what is your 
name?” They call me Markſinan, (anſwered he) 
and | would nut leave off that emplyy for any thing 
in the world * * However, (ſaid the knig it) I bave 
a great delire to propule to you to trevel along with 
mez it ſhall nut hinder you from exercihng your 
talent.“ he Marklman raifed ſome objections, und 
| the knigtit found it harder to get bis conſent than any 
ol the Teſt ; lor theſe fort of people are generally 


—— —— — 


and they all leſt the marſh together, 


him with his natural er ceſulneſs, and aſked him 


The next day he met with a man by a marſh ſide, 


great lovers of liberty: however he brought it about, 
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After ſome days j journev they came by a long mea- 
dow, where they ſaw a man laid all on one fide upon 
the ground. Maſter ({a14 Comrade) this is a giſted 
man, who will, I forciee, be very neceſſaty to you.” 
Fortunio went iuto the meadow, and defired to know 
* what be was doing. I wart fume ümples (anſwered 
he) and I am liſtening to the graſs that is growing, 
to know if there me ano ſuch as I want coming up. 
What (ſaid the knight) is vour car ſo quick as to hear 
the graſs grow, and know what will come up?" * Yes, 
(replied he) and for that reaſon I am called Fine-Far.” 
Well, Fine-Ear, (ſaid Fortunio) have you an inclht- 
nation to follow me? I will give you good wages; 
vou ſhall have no reaſen to 8 This pro- 
pf | was fo agree+ble to him, he, without any manner 
of belitation, added himſelt to increaſe their number. 

The knight purſuing his travels, ſaw by a great road 
ſide a man whoſe cheeks were fo blown up, that he re- 
preſented the picture of Eclus; he was ſtanding with 
his face towards a high hill, ab-ut two leagnes off, on 
u hich there ſtood fifty or ſixty windmils. The horſe laid 
to his maſter, There is another of our giſted men; do 
* what vou can to take him along with you,” Fortunio, 
who was as engaging in his perſon as ſpeech, zcecled him, 
aſked him, what he was doing there. I am blowing 
© a little, Sir, (anſwered he) to ſet thoſe mills at work.“ 

* You ſcem too fer off,“ (ſaid the knight.) „On the 
contrary (replied the blower) I am too nigh; if Tdid 
not hold in my breath, I ſhould overturn the inills, 
and perhaps the hill itſelf; fo that by this means I 
oſten do a great deal of miſchief againſt my will, I 
will tell you, Sir, 1 once was in love, and very ill uſed 
by my miſtreſs, and as I ſighed in the woods, my ighs 
tore up trees by their roots and made ſuch a havock,' 
that in this country they called me the Boiſterer “ 17 
you are troubleſome to them (ſaid Fortunio) go along 

| with me; here are thoſe that will bear you company, 
Who have each of thera extraordinary talents,” ,*:T 

have a natural curiohty (replicd the Boiſteref) and 
on that condition accept of your offer. 
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Every thing ſucceeding thus to Fortunio's deſire; he 
left this place, and aſter croſſing a thick incloſed country, 
ſaw a large lake into which ſeveral ſprings diſcharged 
their waters; and by its ſide a man who looked very 
earneſtly at, him, * Sir (ſaid Comrade to his maſter) 
* this man is wanting to compleat your equipage; it 
would be well if vou could engage him to follow you.“ 
The knight went to him and ſaid, * Pray, friend, what 

are you doing there?” * You ſhallſee, Sir, (anſwered 
the man) as ſoon as the lake is full, I will drink it up 
at one draught; for I am very dry, though I have 
* emptied it twice already.” Accordingly he ſtooped 
down, and left ſcarce enough for the leaſt iſh to ſwim 
in. Fortunio, and his troop were all very much ſur- 
priſed. * What, (faid he) are you always thus thirſty ?” 
No, (ſaid the water-drinker) only after eating ſalt 
meat, or upon a wager. I am known by the name of 
: bas - of Come along with me, Tippler, (ſaid the 
« knight) and you ſhall tipple wine, you will like better 
* than this water,” This promiſe carried too great a 
temptation with it forTippler to withſtand, who imme— 


dilately got up, and followed them. 


The knight had got within ſight of the place of ren- 
dezvous, where they were all to aſſemble, when he per- 


& "ceived a man who eat ſo greedily, that though he had 


fixty thouſand loves of bread before him, he ſeemed re- 
ſolved not to leave one bit. Comrade ſaid to his maſter, 


4 Sir, you only want this man: pray engage him to go 
WE © with you,” pen which the knight made up to him, 


and ſmilipg ſaid, * Are you. reſolved to eat up all this 


bread at your breakfaſt ?' * Yes (replied he) and am 
== © vexed to ſee fo little: theſe bakers are a lazy fort of 
people. who care not if one was ſtarved.“ * If you 


West as much every day (added Fortunio) you are 
© © able to cauſe a famine in the country of the world.” 
ol Sir, (repled Grugeorly, which was his name, and 
which fignifics a great cater) I ſhould be forry to have 
ſo great a Romach, ſince neither what I could get my- 
fell, Hor what my neighbours had, would ſatisfy me: 
4 indeed, ſometimes I am glad to regale myſelf after 
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Well, Grugeon (ſaid the knig | 
+ you will follow me, you Mall not want for good cheer, 
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nor repent your ch{ing me for your maſter.” Com- 
rade, hi ſe ſenſe and foreti:ht were of great ſervice to 
our kni ht, told him, it would be proper that he forbid « 
his attendants from boaſting of the it gxtraordinary gifts; 


which he failed not to do, and cach of them ſwore they 


would punctually obey bis commands. Soon after the 
knight, whoſe beauty and good mien far exceeded the 


richnels of bis habit, entered the capital city, mounted _ 


on his excellent horſe, and followed by his ſeven attend- 
ants, for whom he provided rich liveries, laced with. 
gold, and good horſes; and going to the beſt inn, ſtayed 
there till the day appointed for the review; all which 
time he was the jubject of diſcourſe of the whole city, 
inſomuch that the king hearing of him, had a great deſire 
to ſee him. I" 

The troop aſſembled on a large plain, the king and 
his ſiſter, the queen dowager, came to review them. 
She abated in no wiſe her pomp and ſtate. notwithſtand-- 
ing the troubles of the kingdom; but dazzled Fortunio's 
eyes with the riches with which ſhe was adorned; whole 


beauty had the ſaine effect upon that noble train, as her 


magnificence had on him. Every body inquired who. 
that handſome young knight was; and the king himſelf, . 
as he paſſed by, made a ſign for him to come to him. 
Fortunio alighted from off his horſe, to make the king a 
low bow, but at the ſame time could not forbear bluſhing, , 
ſeeing him look fo earneſtly at him, which gave a great 
luſtie to his complexion. * I ſhould be glad (aid the 
$ king) to know who you are, and your name;' Sir, 


' (anſwered he) I am called Fortunio, though I have 


no reaſon to bear that name, ſince my father is an old 


| 2 who lives on the frontiers; who, though he is a 
man of birth, has no eſtate,” Though ſortupe may 


' have proved unkind hitherto, (anſwered. the king) 


the has made amends, by bringing you hither. - I have 
a. particular affection for you, and remember. that 

your father did mine ſome ſignal ſervices, which wall - 
zecompenſe in you.“ 
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e queen dowager, who had not yet opMed her ne) 
and as J am older than you, brother, 1 remember 
© more particularly than you do, what great things the 
+} © old count performed in the ſervice cf his country; 
therefore I defire I may have the care of the prefexment 
» © of this young knight.” 

Fortunio, overjoyed at this reception, could not thank 
the king and queen enough, and durſt not enlarge too 
much on the ſentiments of his acknowledgment, think- 

ig it more reſpectſul to hold his tongue, than to ſpeak too 
much, though what he did ſay was ſo proper and well adapt- 
el, that every one commended him. Afterwards he mount- 
ed his horſe again, and mixed among the lords and gen- 
tlemen who attended on the king; when the queen call. 
ing him, often aſked him queſtions, and turning herſelf 
towards Florida, who was her confident, ſaid to her foft- 
ly, * What do you think of this young ſpark? can 
there be a more noble air, and more regular features f 
«-I muſt confeſs, I never in my life ſaw any thing 
mort lovely.“ Flotida's ſentiments differed not from 
her miſtreſs's; ſhe praiſed him even to exaggeration, 
Our knight could not forbear caſting his eyes often on 
the king, who was not only a handſome prince, but in 

. all his ways was engaging; and our female warrior, 

though ſhe had changed her habit, had not renounced 

ber lex, but was ſenſible of his merit. The king told 
*>F6rtunio after the review, that he was afraid the war 

7 would be very bloody, therefore he was reſolved always 

to keep him nigh his own perſon. e queen dowager, II 

who was then by, ſaid, the was E thinking that he . 

vught not to be ex poſed to the dangers of a long campaign, 

and that as the place of the ſteward of her houſhold was 
vacant, ſhe would give it to him. * No, (faid the king) 

I willmake him maſter of the horſe to myſelf. Thus 

they diſputed who ſhould prefer Fortunio; when the 

©». queen, fearing leſt ſhe ſhould too much betray the ſecretly 
emotions of her heart, yielded to the king. | 

There was never a day paſſed but Fortunio called for 
higkey-leather trunk, and took a new dreſs; by which 

* he appeared more magnificent than all the prin 
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) ces of the court: inſomuch that the queen aſked him oſten 
K how his father could afford to be at ſo vaſt an expence ? 
n Sometimes ſhe bantered him, and ſaid, Come, con- 
. * feſs truly, you have a miſtreſs, who ſupports you in 
* all this finery,” Upon which Fortunio would bluſh, 
N and excuſe himſelf the beſt he could. He acquitted him- 
- ſelf admirably well in his poſt, and his heart, which was 
oY ſenſible of a tenderneſs for the king, attached him more 
k- to his perſon than he wiſhed to be. What is wy fate, 
mw 6 a or knight) I love a great and powerful king, 
pt. « without any hopes of the like return, or that he ſhculd © 
at- have any res for the pains I endure?” The king 
en? loaded-him with his favours; he thaught nothing well 
17 done, but what was done by the handſome knight, and 
fel! che queen, deceived by his habit, thought ſeriouſly of 
olt- marrying him; but the inequality of their birth was tho 
can only obſtacle that ſtood in her way. Neither was ſhe 
res!“ te only perſon that was taken with the beautiſul For- 
hing mnio, all the fine ladies of the court ſighed ſor bim. 
rom Ine was contiuually peſtered with tender letters, appoints 
won, ments for rendezvouſes, preſents, and a thouſand other 
n ou Neallantries; which he ae with all imaginable in- 
at in Naifference, which made them ſuſpect he had left'a miſ- 
2 reſs behind him in his own country. At all tourna- 
* Pents he won the prize, and in hunting, or any other 
; 10" port, killed more game than all the company beſides, 
e WA! ad danced at all balls more gracefully than all the 
Py ourtiers; in ſhort, he charmed all who ſaw or heard 
Wagen ſim. | 
hat be J The queen, that ſhe might not be obliged to declare + 2 
pain, ger ſentiments to him herſelf, charged Florida, to let 
id aim underſtand, that ſuch marks of bounty from a young 
e king) neen ought not to be ſo careleſsly received Florida, 
TR ho had not been able to avoid the fate of moſt that 
hen UW" Bd feen this knight, was very much embarraſſed With 
ie ſec tei mmiſſion ; be appeared too lovely in ber hes, for . 
ie wink of preferring her miſtreſs's intereſt? before - 
alled fai gen; inſemuch that whenever the queen. gave er 
by which or of diſcourfing with him, inſtead . 
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princeſs; id him how Ill humoured ſhe was, how 
much her wo an endured with her; how unjuſt ſhe was, 


and the ill yſe ſhe made of the great power ſhe had 
uſurped; and at laſt, comparing ſentiments, ſaid, 
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Though I was not born to be a queen, I ought to have 


been one, ſince I have a great and generous ſoul, that 
* induces me to do gocd to every body. O! (continued 


* ſhe) was I in chat high ſtation, how happy would I 
make the charming Fortunio! he ſhould love me out 


of gratituae, if he could nct love me thruugh inclina: 
tion.“ 


The young knight was entirely at a loſs, and knew 


not what auſwer to make, but ever after careſully avoid: 


| TY 


ed having any private-diſcourſe with her; while the im- 
patient queen never failed to aſk Florida how far ſhe 
bad wrought on Fortunio, who ſaid to her, He is, Ma- 
« dam, to timorous, that he will not believe any thing 
that I tell him favourably ſrom you, or pretends not 
to believe it, becauſe he is engaged in ſome other paſl- 
tion,” I believe ſo too, (ſaid the alarmed queen) 
but is it poſſible his love ſhould hold out againſt his 
ambition?” Aud can you, Madam (replied Florida) 
bear the thoughts of owing his heart to your crown? 


- * ought a princeſs ſo young and beautiful as you are, 
to have recourſe to a diadem ?” Les, to every thing, 


© (cried the queen) when it is to ſubdue a rebellious 


heart.“ By this Florida knew very well that it was 


im poſſible to cure her miſtreſs of her paſſion, The 
queen waited every day ſor ſome happy effect from the 


cares of her confident ; but the ſmall progreſs ſhe made 


on Fortunio, obliged her to find out other ways to dif- 


courſe with him. As ſhe knew that he went early every 


morning into a little wood, into which the windows of 
her apartment looked; ſhe arcſe with the morning, and 
looking ont ſhe perceived him walking in a carelet 
melancholy air, and calling Florida, ſaid to her, What 
you told me appears but too true; Fortunio, without 
+ diſpute, is in love with ſome lady, either in this 
© court, or in his own country: obſerve but the ſadneis 
s which hangs on his face,” I have taken notice of it ut 

* wo 


a ad on . two © ai 
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all the converſation I had with him (replied Florida) 
* therefore, Madam, it would be well if you could ſor- 


* It is now too late, (cried the queen, 


6 get him,” 

* fetching a deep ſigh) but if he goes into that green 
* arbour, we will go tohim.“ Florida durſt in no wiſe 
offer to oppoſe the queen, though ſhe had a great defire 
to it; for ſhe was cruelly afraid ſhe ſhould be loved by 
Fortunio, knowing a rival of her rank to be always dan- 
gerous. When the queen came within ſome {mall dif- 
tance of the arbour, ſhe heard the knight, whoſe voice 
was very agreeable, ſing theſe words: . 


In vain ſoft eaſe, the love toſs'd heart purſues. 
Ev'n in poſſeſſion of the long ſought joy, 

We rob the bounteous God of half his dues, 
And future fears the preſent bliſs deſtroy. 


Fortunio made theſe lines, with rclation to the ſen- 
timent wherewith the young king had inſpired her, the 
ſavours ſhe hadFeceived from that prince, and the ap- 


prehenſions as under, leſt ſhe "ho be known, 


and be forced rave a court, which ſhe choſe to live in 
ſooner than any other place in the world. The queen 
who ſtopped to hear her, was in cruel uneaſinefſs: What 
am 1 going to attempt? (faid ſhe ſoftly to Florida) 
this young ingrate deſpiſes the honuur of pleaſing me, 
thinks himſelf happy, ſeems content with his conqueſt, 
and ſacrifices me to another.” * He is now at that age 
* (anſwered Florida) when reaſon has not fully eſtabliſh- 
* ed itſelf. If 1 durſt give ycur majeſty advice, it 
* thould be to forget him, ſince he knows 
* Tue his gocd fortune.“ The | . 

been better pleaſed that her confident had ſpeke 47 4 
andther manner, caſt an angry eye upon ber, and; 
Wgeing forwards, went directly into the arbor. white 
the:Kpight was and pretended to be furpriſedite find 
Him Were, and to be vexed he ſhould ſee her i ana- 


e, chough at the ſame time ſhe had neglected iti ä 


at was rich and gallant. As ſoon as he ſaw her, de 


that 
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t. how to vas” 
queen, who' would have 


was for retiring, out of reſpect; but ſhe” bid him ſtay, 
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" © both love and bacchus, though I am neither a lover 


that ſhe might lean on him back again. I was this 


* mornirg (ſaid ſhe) agreeably awakened by the warb- 


* ling of the birds, and the freſhneſs of the air invited 
* me to come nigher to them. Alas! how happy are 


1 b they! they know nought but pleaſures, they know no 


* troubles.” I am of opinion, madam (replied Fortu- 
* nio) that they are not abſolutely exempt from trou- 
* bles and diſquiets! they are always in danger of the 
* murdering ſhot and ſnares of ſportſmen, beſides that 
* of the birds of prey, which make a cruel war upon 


 * them; and then again, when a hard and ſevere win- 
ter congeals the earth, and covers it with ſnow, they 


* die for want of food, and are every year put to'the 


trouble of ſeeking out a new miſtreſs.” * Do you 


* think it then a trouble? (ſaid the queen ſmiling) 
* there are men who do it every month. What (con- 
* tinued ſhe) you ſeem ſurpriſed, as if your heart was 
not of this ſtarnp, and that you have not hitherto been 


= © given to change.” I cannot yet tell Madam, (ſaid he) 


« what I may be capable of, ſince I wa#inever ſenſible 
* of love; but I dare believe, if I ſhouldS& my paſſion 
© would be laſting, * You have ne been in love! 
« {cried the queen, looking ſo earneſt at him, that the 


unio! how can you tell a queen ſo? who reads, in 
© your face and eyes, the paſſion that poſſeſſes your 
© Heart, and which your own words, which you ſung to 
© a new faſhioned tune, have informed me of.“ In- 
< deed, Madam (anſwered the knight) the lines were 
* made, but I made them without any particular deſign ; 
for my companions and acquaintances engage me to 
make drinking catches, (though I drink naught but 
« water) and tender paſhonate ſongs; ſo that 1 ſing 


nor a drinker.” | 9 
The queen liſtened to him with that concetrigfths 
ſhe could hardly contain herſelf. What he fat 


kindled in her heart the hope Florida would e e- 
niſhed: If Icould think you ſincere, (ſaid ſhe) Eihautc 
4 have reaſon to be ſurpriſed, that you have not Janne. 


£ 


in this court a lady amiable enough to fix your choice.” 
* Madam (replied Fortunio) I have ſo much to do in 
* the office J am in, 1 have no time to throw away in 
fighing.” * Then you love nothing ?* (added the with 
eagerneſs.) No, Madam (ſaid he) I have not a 
heart of ſo gallant a character; Iam a kind of miſan- 
* thropiſt, that loves my liberty, and would not loſe it 
* for all the world.“ The queen fat herſelf down, and 
fixing her eyes moſt obligingly on him, replied, * There 
mare ſome chains ſo eaſy and glorious to bear, that if 
fortune has deſtined any ſuch for you, 1 would ad- 
* viſe you to renounce your liberty.” In this diſcourſe 


«a «a a 


our knight, whoſe ſuſpicions were too great before not 
to be confirmed in them; and fearing leſt the conver- 
lation ſhould go too far, he pulled out a watch, and ſet- 
ting the hand forward, ſaid, * I beg of your majeſty 
to give me leave to go to the palace, it is the king's 
time of riſing, and he ordered me to be at his levee.” 
* Go, indifferent youth, (ſaid ſhe, . deep ſich) 
* you are in the right to pay court to my brother; but 
remember it would not be amiſs to let me have ſore 
* ſhare of your devoirs* The queen followed him with 
her eyes; then lowering them, and reflecting on what 
had paſſed, bluſhed with ſhame and rage; and what 
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the joyful air that appeared all over her countenance, 
which was as much as to fay, ſhe had better have taken 
her advice, than ſpoke to Fortunio. 4 .. | 

Florida acted her part very well with the queen, and 


8 7 


ing hopes, of which at that time ſhe ſtood in great need. 
* Fortunio, Madam, (faid ſhe) thinks himſelf ſo much 
g beneath you, that perhaps he did not underſtand what 
bat yuu meant, and 1 think he has aſſured you he loves 

vo perſon.” As it is natural for us to flatter ourſelves, 
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In the leaſt that the malicious Florida was enhgagin 


Ft recovered ſomewhat out of her fears, not dream- 


rt declare herſelf more plainly, that he might 
12 r more by the indifference of his anſwets. The 
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troubled her moſt, was, Florida's being a witneſs, and „ 


com forted her the beſt ſhe could, giving her ſome flatter- ' ; ; 


B 3 knight 


her eyes explained her thoughts but two intelligibly for 3 
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knight, for bis part, was in the utmoſt confuſion, the 
fituation he was in ſeemed crue!, and he would have 
made no difficulty to have leſt the court, had not the 
fatal ſtroke, wherewith the little god had wounded his 
heart, detained him in ſpite of himſelf, He never came 
near the queen but on drawing- room nights, and then 
with the king; and as ſoon as ſhe perceived this new 
change in his behaviour, ſhe gave him often the moſt 
favourable opportunities to make his court to her, which 
he as often negle*ted ; when one day, as ſhe was going 
down ſome ſteps ita the gardens, ſhe ſaw him croſſing 
a large alley, and making towarzs the woods, Upon 


| which, calling to him, he, leſt ſhe ſhould be diſpleaſed, 


came to her and pretened that he did not ſee her. 
* You remember knight (ſaid ſhe) the converſation we 
had ſome time ſince in the green arbour. I am not, 
Madam, (anſwered he) capable of forgetting that 
'* honour,” Then, without doubt, (ſaid ſhe) the 
©* queſtions I put to you were not very pleaſing; for 
* {ince that day, you would not let it be in my power 
* toaſk you any more. * As chance alone, (anſwered 
he) precurgg me that favour, I thought it would be 
* too great boldneſs to pretend to any other.” * Say 
rather ungrateſul man, (continued ſhe bluſhing) you 
*. hav&zavoided my preſence: you know my ſentiments 
but % well.” Fortunio, through modeſty and con- 
fuſion, lowered his eyes, and as be did not make a quick 
reply, Lau are very much confounded, (ſaid ſhe) go, 
© Jeek not for an anſwer, I underſtand you better than 
would.“ She had, perhaps, ſaid a great deal more, 
but that ſhe perceived the king coming that way; where- 
upon ſhe made towards him, ſeeing him | agg and 
melancholy, conjured him to tell her the reaſon, * You 
* know, (ſaid the king) that I have received advice 
* this month of a dragon of a prodigious ſize, that ra- 


« vages the whole country. I thought he might be killed, 


and to that end gave neceilary orders; but all that has 
4 been tried has proved in vain, He devours my fub- 
+ jects and their flocks, and all that comes nigh him; he 
6 poiſons all the rivers and lakes he drinks atg and 


« wherever 
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5 wherever he lies, withers all the graſs and herbs about 
him.“ £ 
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While the king was making this complaint, the en- 
raged queen was thinking how ſhe might ſacribce the 
knight to her reſentment. * I am not unacquainted with 
the ill news you have received; Fortunio, whom you 
* ſaw with me, informed me thereof; but, brother, 
* you will be ſurpriſed at what I have to tell you; he has 
© begged of me with the greateſt importunity, to aſk 
your leave to let him go to fight this terrible dragon; 
indeed he has a wonderful addreſs and handles his 
* arts ſo well, that I am not ſo much amazed at his 
* preſuming ſo much of himſelf; beſides, he has told 
me he has a ſecret, by which he can lay the moſt wake- 
* ful dragon aſleep: but that muſt not be mentioned, 
' becauſe it ſhews not ſo much courage in the action.“ 
Be it how it will, (replied the king) it will be glo- 
* rious for him, and of great ſervice to us, if he ſhould 
* ſucceed; but I am afraid this proceeds from an in- 
* diſcreet zeal, and that it ſhould coſt him his liſe.“ 
No, brother (added the queen) fear not, hethas told 
* me very ſurpriſing things on this jubjed You now 
he is naturally very ſevere; and beſides, what honaur 
can he hope to gain by throwing away his liſe raſhly ? 
* In ſhort, (continued the) 1 have promiſed to obtain 
for him what he ſo earneſtly deſires, and if you refuſe 
him, you will break his heart.“ I conſent (faid the 
king) yet I muſt own, not very freely: however, let us 
* call him-* And thereupon making a ſign for hn to 
come to him, ſaid to him in an obliging manner, -*Tun- 
* derſtand by the queen, you have a great defire to fight 
the dragon, that preys ſo much on our country; which 


is fo bold a reſolution, that I can ſcarcely belive du 4 


® know the danger you run; © I have repreſented that 


already to him, (anſwered the queen) but his zeal for 


great, that nothing can diſſuade him fromsit ; 30 
gere fore I foreſce ſome happy ſucceſs wilkattend hit.“ 


* your ſervice, and his deſire to fiznakize himſelf, 156 


Fortunio was very much lurpriſed to hear the king 


woe queer, talk after this manner, and had too much 
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24 
ſenle not to penetrate into the ill deſigns of that pr in- 
ceſs; but his ſweetneſs of temper would not ſuffer him 
to explain himſelf, So, without returning any anſwer, 
be let her talk on, while he made low bows; which the 
king took for ſo many new entrcaties to grant what he 
fo much dcfired. * Go, (ſaid the king, ſighing) go 
where honour calls; I know you doevery thing ſo well, 4 
=. and in particular have ſo much courage and conduct, 
that this monſter will not be able to eſcape your arms. 
Sig, (anſwered the knight) howevef fortune decides 
the fi ht, 1 ſhall be ſatizfied: ſince I ſhall either deli - 
ver you from a terrible ſcourge, or die in your ſervice; 
But honour me with one favour, which will be infinitely 
dear to me.“ Aſk what you will have, (ſaid the 
king.) Then let me be ſo bold (continued he) as to 
* beg your picture. The king was mightily pleaſed, 
that he ſhould think of his picture at a time when his 
thoughts might have been employed on ſo many other 
important things, and the queen was chagrined anew, 
mat he had not made the ſame requeſt to her. The king 
bis palace, and the queen to hers, and For- 
not a little embarraſſed on his word which 
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tums, 
de had given, went to his horſe: Comrade (ſaid he) 
=: 1 haye range news to tell your.” * I know it, Sir, 
+ already,” (replied the horſe) * What ſhall we then do?” 
(aſked Forturio) * We muſt go as ſoon as poſſible; 

* (an{wered the borſe) get tl e king's commiſſion, where- 
WW * hy he orders you to fight the dragen, and afterwards 
ill do our duty.” Theſe words were very com - 
We Ffortable to our young knight, who failed not to wait on 
the king early the next morning in a campaining habit, r 
ms 2s handſome and gallant as any of his other, 

e ſoon as the king ſaw him, he cried ont, What. 
are you ready to gof' * Yes, Sir, (teplied he) ore 
I cannot make too much haſte to execute your. com- 
* *.mands; therefore J am come to take my leave of you. 
be king could not but relent, ſeeing fo young, fa bezu- 
Mul, and fo accompliſhed a knight, then gcing to ex- 
poſe himſelf to the greateſt danger, man could evex en- 
4 -Founter ; bs embraced him, and gave him his picti re ſet in 
me #43 T: $ © So diamonds, 
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25 
diamonds, which Fortunio received with extraordinary 
joy: for the king's great qualities had ſuch an effect upon 
him, that he could not think any ſo lovely as him; and 
if he had any reluctancy to go, it proceeded more 
from being deprived of his preſence, than his ſear of 

beiog devoured by the dragon. The king would have 
a general order included in Fortuniv's commiſſion, for 
all his jubjects to aid and aſſiſt him, whenever he ſhould 
and in need. Afterwards he took his leave of the king, 
and that nothing might be remarked in his behaviour, 
went alſo to the queen, who was ſet at her toilet, ſur- 
rounded by a great number of ladies. She changed co» 
lour, as ſoon as ever ſhe ſaw him, ſo much had ſhe to 
5 reproach herſelf withal] ; he ſaluted her reſpectſully, and 
aſked her if ſhe would . him with her commands, 
ſince he was juſt then going. Theſe laſt words put 
her into the utmoſt conſternation, while Florida, WHO 
| knew not what the queen had plotted againſt the knight, 
remained like one thunder ſtruck, and would willingly 
have had ſome private diſcourſe w ith him, but that he 
| avoided it as much as poſſible: * I beſeech Heaven (laid 
the queen) that you may conquer, and return in 

N triumph.“ Madam, (replicd the knight) your ma 

: + jeſty honours me too much, and I am ſenſible, ** 

; very well the danger to which J ſhall be expoſed; 

5 I have a great deal of confidence, and perhaps am 2 

$ only perſon that entertains any hopes on this uccaſion,” 

. The queen underſtood very well what he mahnt, and, 

1 without diſpute, had returned him ſome an this 

, reproach, had there not bee fo many witneſſes preſent. 

The king afterwards went'away, and he ordered his ſe- 

G ven notable domeſtics to take horſe, and follow him, be- 

© i <aulſe the time was then come to 1nake proof of what they 

- could do. They all expreſſed th to ſerve him; 

« and got every thing done in leſs than 6 hour” s time, and 

„Vent along with him, aſſuring him, thathhey would x 

He&& nothing they could do to ſerve him; and when t 

Mere out in the country, ſhewed thair addreſs; Trin 


Auet drank up the lake and ponds, and catched icate 
3 „ r dinner: e n ven 
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niſon, and catched hares by the ears; and ſor the good 
= Markſman, he neither gave partridge nor pheaſant any 
quarter; and whatever came they killed, Strongback 
carried it. By this means Fortunio had no occaſion to 
draw his purſe-ſtrings all his journey, and might have 
bad very good diverſion, if his thoughts had been leſs 
| employed on thoſe he left behind him. The king's me- 
rit was always in his mind, and the queen's malice ap- 
red ſo great, that he could not but deteſt her. Thus 
travelled all the way very thoughtful, till he was 
F rouſed from his muſings by the ſhrieks of poor peaſants 
+ half devoured by the dragon. Some that had eſcaped, 

be ſaw flying as faſt as they could, who would not ſtop 
nor ſtay, which obliged him to ride after them to get in- 
telligence. Aſter he had talked with them, and learnt 
© that the dragon was not far off, he aſked them how 
they ſecured themſelves from him. To which they 

- anſwered, * That as water was very ſcarce in that coun- 
+ try, that they had none but what they preſerved when it 
* rained in ponds; at which the dragon, when he went 
his rounds came to drink, making a terrible noiſe and 

P- 5 roaring, which might be heard a league off; that every 
bdady hid themſelves, and ſhut their doors and windows.” 
The knight went into an inn, not ſo much to reſt him- 
© Jett, to adviſe with his horſe; When every one was 
= retired and gone to reſt, he went into the ſtable, and 
{ faid, * Comrade, tow ſhall we conquer this dragon ?” 
To which the horſe replied, * Sir, I will dream to night, 
and give you an acccunt in the morning; when he came 
again, he ſaid, * let Fine. ear liſten whether the dra- 
gon is nigh at hand, or not.“ Fine-Ear laid himſelf 
on the ground, and heard the dragon about ſeven leagues 
off. Wher, the horſe#was informed of this, he ſaid to 

Fortunio, * Bid and 5 go and drink up all the water 


* outof a large pond, Sift Strongback carry wine enough 
| gn it: then let Were be dried raiſins prepared, 
Rand talted meats ſet by it: afterwards order! all the 

* inhabitants to keep their houſes, and likewife do; you 
* and your attendants the fame; the dragon will not 
* fail eat and drink, he will like the wine, and 22 
' 2 / 1 \ * 0 * Will 


not pet many quiet hours, was not long before ſhe 
was informed of her charming knight's return, and ran 


no anſwer to what her favourite told her, but teproached 


im; but then again * have been belter pleaſed to 
= + 6 : 1 
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will ſee what will happen,” No ſooner had the horſe 2 
thus appointed what was to be done, but every one dig 
what he wes ordered: the knight went to a hovſe, whence 
he might ſee the pond; and was vo ſconer within the 
doors but the dragon came und drank alittle: afterwards 


he eat ſome of that repaſt prepared for him; and then 
drank ſo much, that he was quite drunk, inſomuch that 
he could not ſtir, He was laid on one fide, with his 
head hanging down, and his eyes ſhut. When Fortunia, 
jaw him in this condition, he thought proper to loſe no i 
time, but went out with his ſword in his hand, and at- 
tacked him. The dragon finding himſelf wounded on N 
all ſides, would have got up, and fallen upon the knight, &## 
who overjoyed that he had reduced him to this extremity, 
called his attendants to bind this monſter, that the king 
might have the honour and pleaſure of putting an end to 
his life, and that being ſo bound, he might be carried of 
without danger, to the capital city, 7 
Fortunio marched at the hegt, of his little troop, and 
when he was within ſome ſey hrs march of the palace, 
he ſent Lightfoot to acqua inte king with the good news 
of his ſucceſs; which ſeemed almoſt incredible, till tbe 
inonſter appeared bound faſt upon a machine for, that 
purpoſe. The king went, to Fortunio, embraced bim, | 
and ſaid, * The Gods havEreſerved this victory for you. 
I am not ſenſible of half fo much joy to ſee this mon | 
* ſter in this condition, as to ſee my dear knight again.“ 
+ Sir (replied he) your majeſty yourſelf may give him 4 
* the laſt blow, I brought him hither on purpoſe that he q 
might receive it at your hand.” At that the king drew. 
his ſword, and killed this his moſt cruel enemy, while all. 
the pecple gave ſhouts and acclemations of joy at ſucceſs. 4 | 
little expected. Florida, who during his abſence, had 


to teil the queen; who was ſo much ſurpriſed and con- 
ſdunded through love and hatred, that ſhe could return } 


herſelf a thouſand times for the ill furn the had played: 
e bare 


* 


28 
Hat heard of his death, than to fee him ſo indifferent: 
inſomuch that ſhe knew not whether ſhe ſhould be vexed 
= or pleaſed at his return to court, where his preſence 
might diſturb her repoſe. The king, impatient to tell 
| her the happy ſucceſs of ſo extraordinary an adventure, 
vent into her chamber, leaning on the knight. Here 
is the man (ſaid he) that has vanquiſhed the dragon, 
* and has done me the greateſt ſervice I could defire 
from the moſt faithful ſubject. It was to you madam, 
* that he firſt ſpoke of his deſire to fight that monſter, 
* and I hope you will reſpect him for the danger to 
Which he expoſed himfeli.” The queen compoſing 
her countenance, honoured Fortunio with a gracious re- 
ception, and a thouſand prailes, found him much more 
| lovely than when he went away, and gave him to under- 
= ſtand how much her heart was wounded, by looking ſo 
& garneſlly at him. 
( But not ſatisfied with explaining her ſentiments by 
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= her eyes, one day as ſhe was hunting with the king, 
ſhe pretended to be out r that ſbe could not fol- 

low the dogs; and tur herielf towards the young 
knight. who was juſt by her, ſaid to him, You will do 

« me the pleaſure to ſtay with me, for I have a mind 
© to alight, and reſt myſelf a little.” Then bidding 

B - thoſe who attended on her ta go forwards, ſhe and For- 
I” tunio alighted, and ſat down by a brook-ſide, where ſhe 
remained for ſome time in a profound ſilence, thinking 
and fixing them on the knight, the ſaid, As good in- 
* tentions do not always ſhew themſelves, I am afraid 
« you have not penctrated into the motives that engaged 
me to preſs the king to ſend you to fight the dragon. 
Iss aſſured by a fore knowledge, that never deceives 
me, that you would behave yourſelf with bravery, of 
« which your enemies ſpoke very. indifferently, becauſe 
« you went not to the army, that you lay under a ne- 
o 
4 
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ceſſity of performing ſome ſuch illuſtrious action 
as this to ſtop their mouths, I ſhould have acquainted 
you (continued ſhe) with what they ſaid on this fub- 
ect, or ought to have done it, but that I was peine 
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on what ſhe ſhould ſay. Afterwards lifting up her eyes, 
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« ed your reſentment would be attended with ſome 
fatal conſequences, and that it would be better to 
ſilence your enemies by your intrepidity in danger, 
than by an authority that would ſhew more of the 
favourite than the ſoldier.” The diſtance between 
us is ſo great, madam (replied he modeſtly) that I am 
not worthy of this explanation, nor the care you took 
to hazard my life for the ſake. of my honour. Heaven 
has protected me more than my enemies wiſhed for, 
and I ſhall eſteem myſelf always happy to venture for 
the king, and your ſervice, a life which is more indif- 
* ferent to me than ſome people imagine.” | 

This reſpectſul reproach embarraſſed the queen, who 
underſtood very well what he meant; but ſhe thought 
him too amiable to exaſperate him by too ſevere a reply. 


On the contrary ſhe pretended to be ot his opinion; and 


told him again, how gloriouſly he had flain the dragon. 
For tunio had been ſo cautious, to let no perſon know that 
it was owing to the aſſiſtance of his retinue, but boaſted 
of his meeting that terrible enemy baretaced, and that 
the victory was gained entirely by his courage. In the 
mean time the queen, who thought not ſo much on what 
he was telling her, interrupted him, to aſk him if he was 
{atished how much ſhe was interreſted in his ſafety; and 
that converſation had been carried farther, but he ſaid, 
Madam, the king is coming this way, I hear the horn, 
* and will not your majeſty be pleaſed to mount again F 
No (ſaid ſhe, with an air of rage) it is endugh that 
vou go.“ * The king, madam (replied be) will blame 
* me ſor leaving you alone, in a place-expoſed to ſo 
many dangers.” I é diſpenſe with this your care 
* (added ſhe in a haughty tone) Go, your preſence is 
* troubleſome.” At that the knight made a low bow, 
mounted his horſe, and rid out of ſight, very much con- 
cerned at the conſequences that might attend this new 
Telentment. Upon this he conſulted his horſe: * Tell 
me, Comrade (ſaid he) whether this love · ſick paſſion- 
*'ate- queen will find out another monſter for me?” 
© No other beſide herſelf (replied the horſe) but ſhe is 
mill more dangerous than the dragon you have killed, 


and 
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and will exerciſe both your patience and virtue ſuffi- 
£4 ciently.” ©* Will ſhe make me loſe the king's favour 
* (faid he) for that is all I am afraid of.” * I cannot 
tell what will happen in relation to that (ſaid Com- 
rade) it is enough that I am always upon the watch. 
There was no more faid then becauſe the king appeared, 
and Fortunio went to him, and told him the queen was 
indiſpoſed, and had ordered him to ſtay with her, * 1 
think (ſaid the king ſmiling) you are very much in 
her favour, and declare your mind more freely to her 
* than to me: I have not yet forgot your requeſt, to 
her to procure you leave to fight the dragon.“ Sir, 
| (anſwered the knight) I dare not pretend to clear myſel | 
from what you alledge againſt me: But I can aſſure 
* your majeſty, I look upon your favour and the quee1:'s 
with a great deal of difference; and was a ſubject al- 
* Jowed to make his ſovereign his confidant, I ſhould 
do myſelf an infinite plealure to declare to you the 
* ſentiments of my heart.“ Here the king interrupted 
him, to aſk where he had left the queen, who ail the 
time of their diſcourſe was complaining to Florida of 
Fortunio's indifference. The fight of him (cried ſhe) 
is hateful to me: either he or I muſt leave the count, 
« for I cannot bear that fuch an ungrateful wretch ſhould 
« ſhew me ſo much diſdain; what man would not think 
* himſelf happy to pleaſe ſo powerful a queen? He is 
the only perſon whom the Gods have reſerved to diſ- 
* turb the repoſe of my life.” Florida was in no wile 
# diſpleaſed to ſee her miſtreſs ſo chagrined, but inſtead 
of appeaſing her, rather aggravated her, by recaling to 
her remembrance a thouſand circumſtances, which ſhe 
rhaps would not have taken notice of: which increaſed 
— rage, and made her think on a new project to ruin 
the poor knight. 

When the king came to her, he expreſſed his concern 
for her health; to which ſhe ſaid, * I muſtown I was 
very ill, but one cannot be long ſo, when Fortunio's 
by, he is ſo merry, and his jeſts are fo diverting: but 
you muſt know, (continued ſhe) he has deſired me tv 


* alk another. favour of your majeſty, He infiſts, with 
WE « the 
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the utmoſt confidence, that he ſhall ſucceed in one o 


+ (cried the king) would he fight with ſome new dras 
« gon?” * With a great many at once (ſaid ſhe) and 
* makes as if he was ſure to conquer. I will tell you; 


all our treaſures, and to do it without an army,” 
What a pity is this (replied the king) that this poor 
boy ſhould be guilty of ſo much extravegance?” His 
victory over the dragon (added the queen) has puffed 


0 * him up; and what do you hazard, in giving him 
0 leave to expoſe himſelf again for your ſervice?” * I 
1 * hazard bis life, which is dear to me (replied the king) 
e * I ſhould be very ſorry to be the cccalion of his death. 
8 To this the queen anſwered, that his deſire was ſo great, 


1- that if he refuſed, he would languiſh and die awav, 
Id The king upon this, looked very melancholy, and ſaid, 
he I cannot imagine who it is that fills his bend with theſe 
ed * chimeras; it is unknown what J endure to ſee him in 
he this condition.“ Why the matter is (replied the 
ot FF © queen) he has fought a dragon, and been victotious, 
e) perhaps he may ſucceed as well in this; I have often 
it, a very juſt forelight, and my mind now tells me, that 
aid WF * this undertaking will not be unfortunate; therefore, 
nk brother, oppoſe not his zeal.” Let him be called 
2 is FF * then, (ſaid the king) and his dangers be repreſented 
lin to him.” That is the way to make him "deſpair, 
vile J (replied the queen) he will believe you are againſt his 
ead I « going; and [I aſſure you he is not to be detained by 
to any conſideration that regards himſelf; for I ſaid all 
that can be thought on that ſubject,” * Well (cried 
ſed the king) I conſent.” Upon this, the queen was over- 
uin ¶ yed, and called Fortunio in: * Go, knight (ſaid the) 
and thank the king; he has granted the leave you fo 
much deſired, to go to the emperor Matapa, and make 
him, by fare means or force, reſtore our treafures: 
make the ſame diſpatch, as when you went to fight 
the dragon. | | 
Fortunio at firſt was ſurpriſed, but was ſoon ſenſible 
\ What this procceded from the queen's rage: however he 
r r n 
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the moſt raſh enterprizes imaginable,” * What“ 


in ſhort, he boaſts to make the emperor reſtore, us to 
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ſelt a ſecret pleaſure, in being able to lay down his life 
for a prince that was ſo dear to him: and without ex- 
euſing himſelf from ſuch an extraordinary commiſſion, 
kneeled on one knee and kiſſed the king's hand, whoſe 
heart at that inſtant relented. The queen felt an in- 
ward ſhame, to ſee with what reſpect he behaved himfel!, 
though ſent to meet a certain death. Would to hea- 
ven (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) he had any regard for me; 
. ©* how noble it is not to contradict what I have advanced, 
put rather to bear the ill turn I have done him, than 
complain! The king ſaid little to the knight, but 
mounted his horſe again; and the queen pretended all 
that time to be ill went into her chaiſe. Fortunio ac 
companied them to the end of the foreſt, and aſterw11cs 
returned back to have ſome diſcourſe with his horfc: 
«© My faitEful Comrade (ſaid he) 'tis done, I muſt die, 
© the queen has compleated that which I never expected 
from her.” My lovely maſter (replied the horſe) 
* fright not yourſelf, though I have not been preſent at 
« what is paſſed, I know all; the embaſly is not ſo ter- 
rible as you imagine.“ * You do not knuw (contin— 
ued the knight) that this emperor is the moſt paſſion- 
ate of all men; and that it I propoſe that he reſtore 
what he has taken from the king my maſter, he will 
return me no other anſwer, than order a ſtone to be 
tied about my neck, that I may be thrown into a river,” 
© lam not uninformed of his violence; (ſaid Comrade) 
but thut does not hinder you from taking your people 
* along with you, and if we periſh, it {hall be one and 
« all; but I hope for better ſucdeſs. 

The knight returned home ſomewhat comforted; where 
he gzve the neceſſary orders, and afterwards went to re- 
F his credentials. * Tell the emperor (ſaid the 
king) that remand back all my ſubjects he has in 
© {lavery, all my ſoldiers that are priſoners, all my 
© horſes and other goods and treaſure.” 
muſt I offer bim for all this?” (ſaid kortunio.) No- 
thing (anſwered the king) but my friendſhip.” 
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young ambaſſador had no occaſion for a great memory 


The 


What 


ſeeing 


| | - 4o keep theſe inſtructions ig bis mind; He went without 


Wu Sroar or ForTUN10. 33 


ſeeing the queen, at which ſhe was very anzry: but he 
had no reaſon to regard that; for what could ſhe do 
more in the height of her rage, than what ſhe had ac- 
compliſhed in the greateſt tranſport of friendſhip? and 
a tenderneſs of this kind was to him the moſt formida- 
ble thing in the world, Nay, her confidant, who knew 
| the whole ſecret, was enraged againſt her miſtreſs, for 
ſtriving to ſacrifice the flower of all knighthood. For- 
tunio took whatever was neceſſary for his journey out of 
: his turkey-leather trunk, and was not content to cloath 
\ himſelf magnificently, but his ſeven ſervants alſo: and 
t as they had all excellent horſes, and Comrade ſeemed 
1 rather to fly than run, they arrived ſoon at the em- 
-- I pcror's capital, which was no ways inferior to any city 
„ol Europe, 
: Fortunio was very much ſurpriſed to ſee a town of ſuch 
e, a large extent. He demanded an audience of the em- 
ed peror, and had it granted: but when he declared the 
&) ſubject of his embaſſy, though it was with a grace that 
t I gave force to his arguments, the emperor could not help 
er. ſmiling. * Were you at the head of five hundred thou- 
in- | ſand men, (ſaid he) one might hearken to you; where- 
n- as, I am told you have only ſeven.“ I never under- 
re took, Sir (ſaid Fortunio) to compel you by force of 
in arms, but only by ſome remonſtr Whatever 
| be IN © thoſe be (added the emperor) you HMgever brio 
them to bear, unleſs you will do a thing Mat is juſt 
de) no come into my head, that is, to Hnd;a mh "that 
tan eat for his breakfaſt as much hot bread as Tees 
and this city for a whole day.“ The knight, at this props» 
lition, ſeemed overjoyed, and as he ſpoke not preſently; 


here the emperor burſt out into a laughter. Sir (ſaid For- 
> re- ¶ tunio) I accept of your propoſition, and will bring to- 
the morrow a man, who ſhall not only eat all the new 


# bread, but alſo the ſtale; order it to be brought out, 
dend you ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing him lick up 
the very crumbs,” The emperor ſaid he confented ; 
all the diſcourſe of that day ran upon the folly of this 
ambaſſador, whom Matapa ſwore he would put to death, 

he was not as good as his word, When he retutned 


back 
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back to the houſe where ambaſſadogs were lodged, he IN '* 
called Grugeon, and told him what had paſſed between ou 
him and the emperor. Never be hoe? maſter (ſaid I 
* Grugeon) I will eat till they be tired firſt.” However, Ii. 
notwithſtanding this aſſurance of Grugion's, Fortunio A. 
could not help being under ſome apprehenſions, but I ** 
forbid him from eating any ſupper, that he might eat 
his breakfaſt the better. bin 
A belcony was raiſed on purpoſe ſor the emperor, 1 
and his conſort and daughter, to fee this fight, Fort- 
nio came with his little train; and when he ſaw ſix great alte 
mountains of bread, he turned pale; which had a quite q ol 
contrary effect upon Giugeon, he being pleaſed there- > 
with. The emperor laughed and jeſted with all his bin 
court at the knight and his retinue's extiavagant under the! 
taking, while Grugeon was impatient for the ſignal, 
At laſt it was wade by the ſounding of trumpets, and I #19: 
beat of drum, and Grugecn ſell upon one of the heaps, he © 
and devoured it in leſs than a quarter of zn hour, and I ber 
aſter that all the reſt, Never was greater aſtoniſhment ! 82 
every body thought it was a piece of witchcraſt, or that dau; 
their eyes deceived them: which made them go to the 1. 
place where the bread was piled up to be ſatisfied. For- 
tunio, who was infiriitely well pleaſed with his good ſuc- m 
ceſs, went to the emperor and aſked him if he would be pe 
as good as his word, to which the emperor, enraged to 8 
be thusover-reached, replied, that it was too much to eat I 8!" 
without drinking; therefore he, or ſome of his train, T 
muſt drink all the water in the aqueducts and fountains ler] 
that were in that city, and all the wine in its cellars. ]. 
Sir, (faid Fortunio) you will put it out of my power inf 
to obey your commands; however, I will try, if I may 
+ flatter myſclf that you will reſtore to my maſter what 
1 have demanded.“ It ſhall be done, (ſaid the em- 
« peror) if you ſucceed in your undertaking.” The 
knight aſked the emperor, if he himſelf would be pre- 
ſeut; he anſwered, yes, he would, becauſe ſo rare ai 
action deſerved his curiofity: and getting that inſtam 
into his chariot, carried him to a fountain of ſeven n= 
ble lions, which vomited up as much water as forme 4 
| | large 
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„nge river. Tringait made up to the baſon, and with. 
\ WW out fo much as ever fetching his breath, drank it up, and 
Jeet the fiſhes in the mud and ſand. In like manner he 
did by all the aqueducts and ponds belonging to the city. 
o Atter this experiment, the einperor never doubted but 


10 ne would drink the wine as vell as the water: fo that he, 
it ill as the owners, had no inclination to try him: 

but Trinquit complained highly of that injuſtice, alleg- 
„ Ii chat he had as much right to the wine as the water; 
u. much that the emperor, that he might not be thought 


at {© -itozether covetous, conſented to his delires. After that 
te fortunio, taking his opportunity, put him in mind of 
e. bis promiſe; which he being unwilling to perform put 
nis bim cut of humour, He called his council, and told 
er them how much he was concerned, that he had promiſ- 
al. Jed this young ambaſiador to return what he had taken 
nd [from his maſter; but withal, he thought the conditions 
de, I be agreed on were impraQticable : therefore he aiſembled 
nd chem, to know how he might avoid what was ſo much 
at! I gainſt his intereſt and inclination. The princeſs his 
bat (daughter, who was a very beautiful princeſs, having 
the Iicard how much he was embarraſſed, came to him, and 
„r. Maid, Sir, as you know that none that ever ran with 
ac. me, could ever boaſt of the victory, it you think pro- 
| be per I will contend with him, and if he reaches firſt the 
1 to goal, you promiſe not to clude the wo:d you have 
given.“ 

ain, | The emperor embraced his daughter, approved of 
ains (Er propoſal, and the next day, when Fortunio came to 
ars, Nin audience, ſaid to him, I have one thing more to 
wer inform you of, which is, that if you, or any of your at- 
may! tendants will run againſt the princes, .I ſwear by all 
the elements, that if you or he gain the race, I will 
vive your maſter all manner of ſatisfaction. Fortunio 
ecepted the challenge, and Matapa appointed the time 
u be within two hours, and accordingly ſent to his daugh- 
it, to bid her prepare herſelf againſt that time for the 
kereiſe, which was what ſhe had been uſed to from her 
Bade. She appeared at the time in a long walk of 
a rees above three miles long, which was ſo care- 


fully 


36 
ſully rolled and managed, that thefe was not a ſtone {> + (fa 
big as a pea to be ſeen. She was dreſſed in a light gown art 
of roſe-coloured taſfety, embroidered in the ſeains with ße tc 
gold and filver; her hair, which was very fine, was tied that 
behind her witha 1ibbon, and fell careleſsly on her angt 
ſhoulde rs; her ſhoes were made like pumps, without 
heels; ſhe had on a girdle of jewels, to ſhew her ha pe, Herea. 
which was delicate: in ſhort ſhe thus appeared like anc Whurp 
ther Atalanta, Soon after Fortunio followed, attended Wlleep 
by Lightfoot and his other domeſtics, The emperor and vine 
the whole court, were preſent, and ſeated along the Nur 
walk, when the An propoſed Lightfoot to have WThe 
the honour to run with the princeſs. He was furniſhed I bin 
out of the miraculous trunk, with a fine white Holland W#:do 
habit, adorned with Flanders lace. {ilk ſtockings of a Hus 
fire-colour, with a white plume of feathers in his cap. In {Worn 
this dreſs he appeared to have a good mien, but ti: Nc 
— made no exceptions againſt him ; but vefore ſbe Walon 
et out, ſhe had liquor brought, to make her more {wilt None 
and ſtrong. Our racer demanded the ſame; the prin- {WThe 
cels ſaid, that it was too juſt a requeſt to be refuſed, Mieſt 
and ordered that he might have ſome; but as he was deli 
not uſed to that liquor, which was very ſtrong, it got ¶ ſure 
into his head, and he lay down by an orange-tree, and Win { 

| faſt aſleep. In the mean time the ſignal was given, Wants 
and: was repeated three times. The princeſs waited Wylac 
ſometime that lightfoot might awake and come to him- Whent 
ſelf; but thinking it a matter of great conſequence to Weary 
free her father from his promiſe, ſhe ſet out with 2 pal 
harming grace and wonderful ſwiftneſs. and 
Fortunio was at the other end of the walk, and knew Wthef 
nothing of what had happened, when he ſaw the princels 
runying by herſelf and within half a mile of the goal. 

O ye powers! (cried he, ſpeaking to his horſe) we are} 
* undone, I ſee nothing of Lightfoot.” Sir (faid Com- 
rade) let Fine ear liſten, he perhaps may inform you 
« whereabouts he is. Thereupon Fine-ear laid himnſell 
down, and though he was three miles off, heard him fnore; 
whereupon he ſa id to thein, he had no thoughts of coming 
foi that he was in as found a ſleep as if he was in ade 
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Alas! (cried Fortunio again) what ſhall we do?“ O! 
„(aid Comrade) let the good Markſman let fly an 
' arrow in the tip of his ear, to awake him.“ At that 
he took his bow immediately, and hit him ſo nicely, 
that the arrow went quite through his ear ; the pain and 
anguiſh of which awakened him, and when he opened his 
eves, he ſaw the princeſs almoſt at the goal, and heard 
great ſhouts and acclamations of joy. At firſt he was 
ſurpriſed, but he foon 1ecovered what he had loſt by 
leeping: he ſeemed as if he had been carried by the 
wind, and in ſhort arrived firſt at the goal, with the 
arrow in his ear; ſor he had not time to pull it out. 
The emperor was ſo much amazed at the extraordinary 
things that had happened ſince the arrival of the ambaſ- 
ſador, that he believed the gods interreſted themſelves in 
his behalf, and that be conld no longer defer the per- 
formance of his promiſe. He ordered the ambaſſador. 


along with you as much of your maſter's treaſures as 
The ambaſſador made a low bow, and thanked his ma- 


delivered to him. Matapa accordingly ſpoke to his trea- 


place where all the treaſure was kept. Strongback 


carried off moſt of the furniture that was in the emperor's 
palace; as five hundred gigantic ſtatues of gold, codches 
and chariots, and all manner of conveniences; and-with 
new theſe Strong back walked as nimbly as if he had not 
above a pound weight on his back. ; | 
When the miniſters of ſtate ſaw the palace thus gutted, 


om reror; whoſe amazement was not to be expreſſed, when 
you they told him that one man carried all: he cried out be 
o(cl! Wwould not allow it; and immediately ordered his guards - 
ore; 


13 Fine ear 


to come to him, ard ſaid, * I conſent that you take 
one man can carry; for I will never part with any more.“ 
jeſty, and deſired him to give orders that they might be 
ſurer, and afterwards went to his palace of retreat, with 
in ſome” few miles of the city, Fortunio and his attend» 


ants went immediately and demanded entrance to the 


ſented himſelf, and by his aſſiſtance the ambaſſador. 


they made all the haſte imaginable to acquaint the em + 


mount, and to purſue thoſe robbers of his treaſury. 
1d though Fortunio was then above ten miles oft, 
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Fine ear told him, that he heard a great body of horte 
coming after them with full ſpeed : and the good Markl. 
man, whoſe fight was excellent, ſaw them, juſt as the; 
themſelves came to the river-ſide. Fortunio ſaid to 
Trinquit, As we have no boats, you muſt drink ur 
* this water, that we may paſs it.” Which Trinquit 
readily performed; and Fortunio was for making a 
poſſible haſte to get away, when his horſe bid him not be 
uneaſy, but let the enemy approach. Soon after, they 
appeared on the banks of the river, and knowing where 
the fiſhermen's boats lay, embarked immediately, 
When the Boiſterer began to ſwell his cheeks, and with x 
ſudden blaſt over-ſet the boats, ſo that not one of that 
detachment eſcaped. This happy ſucceſs puffed them 
up with ſo great expectation, . every one began to 
think of the recompence he deſerved, and were for mak. 
ing themſelves maſters of all the riches they were carry- 
ing with them; whereupon a great diſpute aroſe among 
them: Lightfoot ſaid, * They had got nothing if he had 
not won the race. Well (ſaid Fine ear) if J had 
not heard you ſnore, where had you been then? 
And who would haveawaken'd you, if I had not ?” (add- 
ed the Markſman) Well (ſaid Strong-back) I can- 
5. not but admire you for your diſputes; ſure none dare 
pretend to lay ſo good a claim as myſelf, fince I car. 
ed all, and without. my aſſiſtance, you would not 
have been able to have partaken of them.” * Say 12- 
«het without mine (interrupted Trinquit) fince you 


| nere in a bad plight, if I had not drank your way. 


Nay, and you were equally in the ſame danger (ſaid 
the Boiſterer) had I not overſet the boats, * Hither- 
to (interrupted Grugeon) I have held my peace, but 
I cannot forbear repreſenting to you, that I opened 
the ſcene to all theſe events; ſor if I had left one cruſt 
* of bread, all had been loſt.” | 
Friends (ſaid Fortunio, with an air of command) 
you have all done wonders; but we ought to leave it 
© ;t& the king to recompenſe our ſervices; for I ſhould 
be ſorry to be rewarded by any other beſides him. 
Let us all truſt to his generoſity, he ſent us to ma 
| 2 8 us 
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his riches, and not to rob him of them; which thought 
is ſo ſhameſul, that in my opinion it ought to be 
© \mothered: for my own part, I will do ſo well by you, 
+ that you ſhall have no reaſon to repine, ſhould it be 
« poſſible for the king to neglect you. 

The ſeven gifted men penetrated with this remon- 
trance of their maſter, threv! theinſelves at his feet, and 
promiſed that his will ſhould be theirs. After all this, 
the lovely Fortunio found himſelf, as he drew nigh the 
city, agitated with a thouſand different troubles; the 
joy that he had done the king ſuch conſiderable ſervices,. 
tor whom he had to great an attachment, and the hope 
to ſee him again, and be favourably received by him, 
fittered him moſt agreeably. On the other hand, the 
fear of enraging the queen, and being perſecuted again 
by her and Florida, put him into a heavy concern. In 
ſhort, he arrived at the town, where the people, overjoyed 
to ſee ſo much riches and treaſure, followed him to the - 
palace with great acclamations of joy. The king, who 
could- ſcarcely believe ſuch extraordinary news, ran to 
acquaint the queen with it, who was at firſt ſtruck on a 
heap, but recovering herſelf afterwards, ſaid, * The, 
Gods protect him, therefore I am not ſurpriſed he 
{ ſhould ſucceed in what he undertakes.” And juſt as 
ſhe made an end of theſe words, ſhe ſa him enter the 
room. He informed their majeſties of what he had done, 
ad added, that the ticatures were leſt in the park, no 
other place being large enough to hold them: and we. 
muſt eaſily believe the king expreſſed a great friendſhip 
for ſo loving and faithful a ſubject. | 

The knight's preſence, and the advantages of his good 
fortune, opened again and dilated thoſe wounds in the 
queen's heart which were haidly cloſed up: ſhe thought 
lim more charming than ever, and as ſoon as ſhe was at 
liberty to talk with Florida, ſhe renewed her complaints, 
Tou know (ſaid ſhe) what 1 have done to ruin him, 
* which 1 thought was the only means to forget him, yet 
his unparalleled good fortune brings him ſafe home 
again: and whatever reaſons I have to deſpiſe a'man 
o much inſerior to me, and who has repaid- my ſenti- 


ments 
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timents with the blackeſt ingratitude, I cannot forben 
* loving him, and am reſolved to marry him, privately, 
* Marry him, madam! (cried Florida) it is impoſſible, 
* certainly my ears fail me.” * No (replied the queen) 
* you know my intention, and muſt ſecond me in it, 
* Icharge you to bring Fortunio this night into my clo. 
* ſet; I will myſelf declare to him the love I have for 
him.“ Florida in deſpair to be made the inſtrument 
of her miſtreſs's marriage with her lover, forgot nothing 
{he could ſay to diſſuade the queen from ſeeing him, 
She repreſented that the king would be angry, ſhould it 
be found out, and perhaps might put the knight to 
death, or at leaſt would condemn him to perpetual im. 
rifonment, where {he would never have the fight | 
kim again: but all her eloquence was in vain: ſhe ſawn Net 
the queen began to be in a paſſion, and therefore wa. 
obliged to obey her. She found Fortunio in the gallery Wh: ic! 


ol the palace, ranging in order the golden ſtatues he Wn 


© that 1 was willing to juſtify myſelf concerning what 


brought from the emperor Matapa. She went to him, ade 
with the meſſage from the queen, which made him trem- Nd 
ble, and cauſed Florida no ſmall trouble. * O heavens! Nerſe 
* (faid ſhe) how much I pity you; why could not that eck 
i heart eſcape you? Alas! 1 know one not ud 

halt ſo dangerous, that dares not explain itſelf.” The Mu:rc 
knight would not engage in this new declaration; too Win, 
much was he chagrin'd already, but left her, and as he Wit + 
bad no deſire to pleaſe the queen, dreſſed himſelf but in- Won 
differently, that ſhe might not think he ſtrove to ſet him - dn 
ſelf off; but if he could throw off his jewels and embroi- ien 
deres, he could not do the ſame by his natural charms, Wt no 
The queen, for her part, did what ſhe could to heighten 
the Juſtre of her's by an extraordinary kne dreſs, and 
obſerved with pleaſure that Fortunio ſeemed ſurpriſed, 
* Appearances (ſaid ſhe) are ſometimes ſo deceitful, 


you have thought withoat doubt of my conduct; 
« "when I engaged the king to ſend you to the emperor, 
A t ſeemed in all appearance as if I defigned to ſacrifice 
© you; but depend upon it, good knight, I knew what 
would happen, and had no other views than your = 
. ** 34 morta 
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t honour,” Madam (fajd he? you arc too much above 
"MW me to need any explanation; 1 enter not into the 
;W motives that engaged you; it is enough for me that 
) | obey the king my ſovereign,” * You ſbew too 
„. much indifference (added the) f. the declaration I 
0 WM make you of my ſentiments; but it is time 
or MW 1 convince vou of wy bounty. Cesme, Fortunio, 
nt receive my hand as the piedge of mv faith.“ 

ng The poor knight, quite thunder-ſtruck, was twenty 
n. Mrimes going to acquaint the queen with his tex, but 
durſt not; and anſwering thoſe tokens ot, {1iendihip 
with great coldneſs, uted a great many atguments 
pon the king's anger, when he ſhould know a-ſubject 
rſt be ſo bold as to contract in his court, fo im- 
Ttant a marriage without his conſent. Alter the queen 
id endeavoured though in vein, to remove the ab- 

Ty icles which he ſeemed to fear, ſhe all on a Tud- | 
he Wen aſſumed the countenance and voice of a fury, 
m, Mozded him with menaces and wrongs, and fought 
m. rd ſcratched him; after that, turning her rage upon 
as! Werſelf, ſhe tore off her hair, claw'd her face aug 
hat eck till ſhe was all in a gore blood, rent her Lei! 
not nd head drels all in pieces, and then called in her, 2 | 
The Niards, ordered them to carry the wretch, 2s the called  __ 
too im, to ſome dungeon, and in the mean time ran hers * 1 
be t to the king to demand juſtice againſt that young | 
in- Wonſter : telling him that he had a long time the 
im- dneſs to declare his paſſion, and that in hopes that 
roi · {lence and her ſeverities might have cured hin, ſhe had 


ms, Wt no opportunity Nip, as he might well obſerve, to have 
ten m removed out of the way; but that he was one 
and Wit nothing could change: that behimſelf was a wit⸗ 


to what extremities his paſſion had brought hire, 


ful, t the would have him proſecuted with all xigour ; 
rhat that if he refuſed her that juſtice, the ſhould 
act; Wh 9bliged to ſtand upon her own guard for the future 


The manner in which ſhe {poke, amaled the kinks 


fice "WI knew her to be a woman of a moſt vighant tem- 
rhat I and that withal ſhe had a great powers. aud 


raiſe great diſtractions in the kingdom. For- 
S tunio's 


* 
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tunio's boldneſs deſerved an exemplary puniſh WM ih: 
ment: what was paſſed was publicly known to the for 
whole world, and it was his duty to revenge his {iſter; : 
affront: but alas! on whom was his fury to light? poi 
on a knight who had expoled his life to the great to 
eſt dangers, to whom he owed his quiet and all tte 
his treaſures, and one, beſides, for whom he had za 
particular value and love, He wouid have almt ber 
loſt his own life to ſave this dear favourite. HM 
repreſented to the queen the ſerviccs he had doe 7 've 
both him and the ſtate, his youth, and whatever Mt 1 
might induce her to forgive him: but ſhe wound ee 
give no ear to what he ſaid, but demanded his lies 
The king ſeeing he could not poſſibly avoid his be led 
ing tried, appointed judges, that he thought to Herd 


43 the moſt mild and ſuſceptible of tenderneſs, whWſlaus 
might put the moſt favour»ble conſtruction upnMWam 
the letter of the law: but he was miſtaken in |{Wibe 
con jectures: the judges were for eſtabliſhing therMWhis | 
reputation at this poor unhappy knight's -expence Whim! 
_ and 2s it was an affair that would make a gie feed 

noiſe in the world, they armed themſelves wi Br 

the utmoſt rigour, and condemned Fortunio withWoen 


7 > out hearing him plead for himſelf. His fentenqhrume 
was to receive three ſtabs in the heart, as the he sel 
was the principal part concerned, ſel ut 
The king dreaded this ſentence as much as if Hor 
was to have been, pronounced againſt himſelf ; Wer 1 
baniſhed all the 35 avg but could not fave his Heco 
loved Fortunio, while the queen triumphed in Pean 
puniſhment he was to fuffer. The king made ut libe 
of freſh arguments, which only exaſperated her Ming, 
more. To be ſhort, the day appointed for Mat i: 
horrid execution came: the knight was brought nd y 
of the priſon where he had been kept from the ſpe de: 
of all perſons, not knowing the crime he was at the 
ſed of, but imagined it was ſome new perſccutorts ; 
which his indifference for the queen had bro was 
upon bim; yet what troubled him the moſt ung 
he thought the king ſeconded that princeſs in Mic 
o ay, 1. 


8 
3 > 
4 


. 
8 


Ta Story or Fos roxto. 


de did. In the mean time Florida, incorſolable 
vor the condition to which her lover was reduced, to k 
2 refolution of the utmoſt violence, which was to 
f ilon both the queen and herleif, if Fortunio was 
WM to ſuffer death fo unjuſtly. As ſoon as ſhe knew 
e ſentence, deſprir pf fed her ſoul, and ſhe thought 
\W of nothing but the execution of her defigrs; but it 
«WM bipg enced that the poiſon was not prepared fo ftrong 
1M 25 the intended it: Inſomuch that though ſhe had 
ne oven it the queen, ſhe felt not preſently the effects 
MW of ity but hid the lovely knight brought to the gr-at 
111 ſpace before the pallace, that ſhe might have the ſa- 
MW tislaction of ſeeing him die. When the executioners 
„Ded taken him out of the dur.geon where he lay, 
beerd brought him like a tender lamb going to the 
bo daughter; the firſt object that his eyes beheld when he 
came upon the ſcaffold, was the queen, who thought 
lhe could not be too nigh, being defirous to have 
his blood ſpurt on her. But alas! the pour king ſhut 
himſelf up in his cloſet, that he might with more 
freedom bewail the Fate of his dear favouriic, 

But when they had bound Fortunio, and came tg 


withWWopen his breaſt; how great was the ſurpriſe of that 
ten umerous aflemblv, when they ſaw the white breaſt of a 
heanMWlovely mid, and knew thet the was an innocent dam- 


ſel unjuſtly accuſed! the queen was in ſo great a con- 
lution, that the poiſon began to work, and threw 
er into ſtrong convulſions, out of which ſhe never 


is bWecovereg but to expreſs her bitter regret, In the 
in Mean time the people, who loved Fortunio, ſet her 
le t liberty; and the news was preſently carried to the 
er ing, who had abandoned himlelf to malanchaiys Al 
r tat inſtant joy took place; he ran to the palace, 


nd was charmed to ſee the new matamorphoſis of 
us dear Fortunio; however, the laſt ſighs and groans 
the queen ſuſpended in ſome meaiure his tranſ- 
Ats; but when he came to reflect on her 'malice; 
was not ſorry, He reſolved to marry*Uyr bis 
ng heroine, to repay with a crown his Weatab 


ons to her; and declared his intention ie bs," 
* C2 | — | 
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which we may ealily believe completed the height 
of her deſires, which where not ſo much to be a queen, 


as to enjoy the perſon of a prince for whom ſhe bad 0 
always entertained a moſt tender affetion. The day ſt 
of celebrating the marriage was fixed; our ogra. Ir 
knight laid aſide her man's habit, and aſſumed th: p 
of her own ſex, in which the appeared a thoufa we 10 
times more beautiful. She. conſulted her horſe. whit W 
adventures ſhould happen to her for the future ; but 4 
as he could promiſe none more azrecable, the jn ec 


gratitude for the great ſervices he had done her, buit {MW de 
him a ſtable paved with ebony and ivory, and in- 
Nead of being litered with ſtraw, he lay always en 
mats cf fattin : and for the ſeven attendants, they were 

all rewarded according to their ſervices, 

After all this was done, news was brought to our 
younz queen that comrade was not to be lounge] 
which waz uno leſs trouble to the king, who adu! 

er, than to herſelſ. She made inquiry for three day 

ll to no purpoſe, and on the fourth ſhe aroſe with 

the morning, and went into the garden, which ſhe 
crolled, and ſo into a thick wood, and thence int: 

a large meadow, called out, *Comrade! my des 

* Comrade! where art thou ? what, do you fortake me! 

1 have occaſion for thy advice,, nd as ſhe 2: 
talking aſter this manner, ſhe ſaw all on a ſuddes 
another fun ariling in the weſt, which made her ſtan; 

to admire that prodigy; but her amazement i! 
increaſed to ſee it approach her nigher, and elfe 
cially when ſhe knew her horſe again covered with jc» 

'els; and prancing before a chariot of pearls and tops 

zes drawn by {our and twenty ſheep that were c 
vered with gold fringe inſtead. of wool: their bet. \ 
neſs-was crimſon ſattin, buckled on with emeralds, 
their horns were adorned with carbunkles. The ven mid 


queen kgfew the fairy her protectreſs in the c/o. 
Wod ber father and two fiſters, who cried out cke b 
ing their hands, and making profeſſions of tri: ii 


ip, that they, were come to her wedding. 150 


er, for he: pa Tt, thought ſhe ſhould have gApüe n. 
10 
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with joy at ſeeing them again: ſhe neither knew what 
ſhe ſaid or did: but at laſt recovering herlelf, ſhe got 
, into the chariot, and returned with this pompous equi- 
* pege to the palace; where every thing was prepared 
br celebrating the moſt magnificent Feaſt that ever 
4 was made in that kingdom. Thus the enamonred 
* king united bimſelf to his fair deliverer, and afford- 
A ed us this charming adventure, which has been han- 
i'r MW ded down from one age to another. 


OF 
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N one of thoſe ↄgreeable countries that depend on 
the empiie of the fairies, there reigned the for- 

midable Danamo, who was as knowing, in ber art, 

s cruel in ber actions, and boaſting of the kihour- . 

of being defended from. the celebrated C j'whote 

arms had the glory and power of ſtarving” famous 


oe, end triumping over the prudenee , the 
nei conquerors of Troy. She was luſty, had (-vwllet 
1 | 


ang her pride made her with ſome difficult ub 
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to the hard laws of matrimony : for love was not able 
to reach her heart! but the deli gn cf uniting a flou 
riſhing kingdom to that ſhe was queen of, and ans: 
ther (he had uſurped, made her conſent to marry 
an old neighbouring king, who dicd ſome ſew years 
aſter their marriage, and left the fairy a daughter 
called Azira, who was very ugly: but appeared not 
ſo in the eye of Danamo, who thought her char- 
ming, perhaps becauſe like herſelf, She was to be 
the queen of three kingdoms, which circumſtance qua- 
lined all her defects, and cauſed her to be atke4 
in the marriage by the moſt powerful princes of the 
neighbouring countries. 

This together with the blind fondneſs of Danamo, 
rendere1 her vanity inſupportable, fince ſhe was de- 
fired with an ardour which ſhe did in no wiſe de 


ſerve. But as Danamo thought of nothing but ren- 


-* dering the princeſs's happineſs compleat, ſhe brought 


up in her palace a young prince, her Brother's ſon 
ho was called Parcinus : he had a noble air, a de- 


.. Jicate- ſhape, a fine head of hair, ſo admirably white, 


that love himſelt might have been jealous of his pow- 
er; for that god never had goiden ſhafts more ſure 
of triumphing over hearts without reſiſtance, than the 
eyes of Parcinus. He did every thing well, danced 
and ſung extraordinary fine, and gained all the 
prizes at tournaments, whe 1 ever he contended for them, 
This young prince was the delight of the court; 
and Danamo, who had. her deſigus, was not againſt 
the reſpet and value they ſhewed him. The king, 
bis father, was the fairy's brother, whom ſhe decla- 
red war againſt without any pretence whatſoever. 
This? king fought courageoutily at the head of his 


"troops; but what could an army do againſt fo pow: 


giful a fairy as Ltanamo? who ſuffered the victo- 
ry nat ta balance long after her brother's death, wha 
Was killed in the action, with one ſtroke of her 
wand diſperſed her enemies and became miſtrels 


ol the kingdom. 


*Parcinus was then an infant in arms: they brouzht 
him 


eeſs's inclination aud vapity, for her not to be per-_ 


47 
him to Danamo; for it would have been in vain 
to have concealed him from a faire: he had then ſuch 
engaging ſmiles, that they won ali hearts: and Da- 
namo careſſing kim, 11 a few days after carried him 
home with her to her own kingdom. 
The prince was about eighteen years old, when 
the fairy willing to execute what ſhe had fo long 
deſigned, relolved to marry him with her daughter; 
and not doubting but the pr ince, who was born one, 
but by his misfortunes made a ſubject, would be o- 
verjoyed to become one day a ſovereign of three ein - 
pires, ſent for the princeſs, and diicovered to her 
the choice ſhe had made, 
The princeſs harkened to this diſcourſe with an 
emotion that made the fairy think that this reſolu- 
tion in favor of Parcinus, diſpleaſed her daughter, 
15 (ſaid ſhe to her, cbſerving her diſorder increaſe) 
© that your ambition carries you ſo far, that you 
would add to your empire the dominions of one 
of theſe kings, who have demanded you fo often, 
But what kings may not Parcinus overgome ? his 
courage is bevond every thing: the ſubjects of a 
Prince 57 rep ed, may ſome time revolt in his 
tavor: and by giving you to him, I make ſure of 
the poſſeſſion of his kingdom. And for his perſon, _ 
we need not ſpeak of chat; you know the proudeſt 
beauties are not able to reliſt his charms, 13 
The princes caſting berſelf ſuddenly zt the ſget 
of the fairy, interrupted her diſcourſe, and conſeſſed 
to her, that her heart he d not had-the power to with-— n@_ 
ſtand that young victor, fo famous for his. conqueſts © 
hut (added le bluthing) I have given the  infen- # UP 
„üble Paicinus a thautznd marks of my tender 14 
nels, which he received with a coldneſs that makes * Wl 
me deſpair.” It was becauſe be durſt not raiſe his i} 
thoughts up to you (replied the proud fairy) be 
+ was without doubt afraid of diſpleaſing me; 1 know 
bis reſpect.” . 
This fattering opinion was too agree2ble to the prin- 
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perſuaded to it. In ſhort, the fairy ſent for Parci. a1 
nus, who came to her in a magnificent charict, where ff 
the and the x rinceſs her daughter, waited for him: of 
wren ſhe ſaid to him, as ſcon as the ſaw him, Call * 
* atl your courage to your aid: | ſent for you nut 0 
* to continue your misfortune, but for your good; V 
* reign, Parcinus: and to compleat your hapineſs, wi 
* Teign by marrving my daughter.“ I, madam ! (cried tit 
the young prince in an 2maſement, wherein it was nit 
* ealy to perceive his joy had not the greateſt ſhate) ha 
« I marry the princeſs, (continued he, falling back an 
« ſome ſteps) alas! what god concerns hiinſe'f in my ſer 
fate, nut to leave it to him alone ſrom whom 1 int 
* aſk 5thitance. lov 
Theſe wor is were proncunced by the prince with 
an heat which his heart hid too great a fſhare in to 21 
de withſtood by his reaſon. The fairy thought thot vel 
this unlo ked tor happineſs had put him beſide him- IMF Git: 


ſelf; but the princes loved, and love makes lovers ein 
more penetrating than wiſdom itſelf. What god, Par: / 


® © cinus (ſaid ſhe to him with diſorder) do you to nas 

* tenderly implore the aſſiſtance of; I know too well cels 

1 have. no ſhare in its vows you cffer up to him.” ber 

Wil The young prince, had had time to recover his e 
.- firft ſurpriſe, and who knew he had been guilty if Wer 
* zn imprudence in what he had ſaid, ſummoned al! Azi1 
Dis wit to the aid of his heart, and anſwered the ber 
panceſs more gallantly than ſhe hoped for ; and thanked Witte | 
dee fairy with an air of grandeur, that ſhewed kim Nee. 
not only worthy the empire offered him, but that of Hense 

| the whcle world, 1 


N Danamo, and her proud daughter, who were both Aeli 
1 ſatisfied with this diſcourle, ſettled all things befure Rei 
ll > they Avent out of the cloſet: the fairy deterred the fin 
day of the nuptials, only to give the court time to e 
prepare themſelves on ſo great an occaſion. Aſter 
this, the news of Parcinus's marriage with Azita, 
was ſpread all about the court; and the ccurtiers came 
in crowds to congratulate the prince, 
Parcinus 1eceived all th compliments with an 
uy all 


a 


* 
- 
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air of coldneſs, which very much ſurpiifed his new 
ſobjects, that he ſhould appear chagrined and out 
of humour : all the reſt of the day he was perplexed 
with the congratulations of the whole court, and the 
centinual declarations of Azira's paition. 
What a condition was the young prince in, who was ſeized 
| with a lively grief? the day ſeem'd to him a thouſand 
| tines longer than ordiiny, The impatient Parci- 
; nas longed for night, which at laſt came; when with 
haſte he left that place where he had ſuffered fo much, 
k 


and went to his own apartment, and after having N 
F {crit all his attendants awav, opened a door that went | 
| into the gardens of the palace, which he crofled, fol- | 
lowed only by a voung flave. ! 
h A fine but ſmall river ran at the end of theſe 1 
0 e-rdens, and ſeparated the fairy's palace from a caſtle | 
\t tanbed with fu. towers, and ſurrounded by a deep 
1- ditch that was filed by the river: thither flew par- 
8 einus's wiſhes and deſires. ; 
r A wonder was ſhut up in it, which treaſure, Da- 
o MW nano had carefully guarded. It was a young prin- 
ell Wl eels, her tiſter's daughter, who when ſhe died left 
5. her to the care of the fairy; ox beauty worthy of 
13 te 2dmiration of the whole world, appearing too dan— 
of grous lor Danamo to permit her to be feen nigh 
all Aura. Sometimes the charming Irolita, which was 
he ber name, Wes ſullered to come to the prince to fee 
ed the fairv, and the princels her diughter ; but was never 
im Malewed to appear in public: yet her charms though 
of Gente, were not unknewn to the world, 


The prince Porcinus faw her with the princeſs 
rh MWazira, aud aadred her from that very moment. 
ure MW icir nearneſs of blood gave. this young prince no 
the Mii1ileze with lrolita: for atter ſhe was grown up, 


to de mercileis D name permitted none to ſee ler. 


[ter in the mean time, Parcinus burnt with a raging 
ita, oe, which the charms of Irclita bad kindled: the 
me bout fourtcer years old, her beauty was per- 

a hair of a fine brown, ber complexion bloom- 
an Fasthe ſpring; her mouth delicate, her teeth admi- 
21k . C5 
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rably. 
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rably white and even; and her ſmiles en72ging, 
her eyes were of a tine Lezzle co'our, and piercing, 
and her looks ſeemed to {peak a thouſand things her 
young hegrt as yet knew nothing cf. 

She had been brought up in great ſolitude, nivh the 
ſairy's palace, in the caſtle where the lived: but tas 
no more of the world than if ſhe | ad been in a de— 


ſert. Danamo's orders where ſo exactly obeved, t':3t ar 
the fair TIrolita paſſed her days only among thofe wo- wh 
men appointed her, whoſe number was very mas, tor 
but yet as many as were neceſſary in ſo lonely and ve 


retired a court ; however, Fame, which regarded not ed, 
Danamo, publiſhed ſo many wonders of this young WF th: 
princeſs, that perſons at the greateſt diſtance from I the 
the court, offered themlelves to be with the your: WW wh 
Irolita, And her preſence belied not what fame had WW to 
reported, ſince they always ſound her worthy their WM Ti: 
admiration, det 

A governante of great wit. and knowledge, ſormer- W you 
ly attached ty the princeſs her mother, lived with Wl © 
her, and often groaned under the rigours of Dava- WW © 
mo toward the charming Iruvlita : the was called Meanz; a 
and her delive of ſetting the princes at liberty and“ kn 
reſtoring her to her richt and dignity, made her vie 
10 Parcinus's love. It was then three years ſince te in, 
was introduced into the caſtle in the habit of a (1ave;{Mond 
at which time he found her in the garden, and dib ey 
covered to her his paſſion; and as ſhe was then but tell t! 
a child, ſhe loved Farcinus only as a brother. Nin delire 
Ra, who was never abſent long from her, _—_— bad 
the young prince in the garden one day, when be 
acquainted her with his love for the princels, anl 
the deligu he had formed to loſe his life or reſtore 
her libe:ty ? and ſeeking, by ſhewing himſelf to hi 
ſubjects, a glorious revenge on Danamo, and plant 
Irolita on the throne, As the riſing merit ot bg. 
cinus was capable of rendering the moſt diffigult pro 
jects credible, and was the only means to delive 
Irolita, Mana ſuffered him to come ſomtimes 30 f 
caſtle, whca it was night; but never let him lee | 
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princeſs, except in her preſence. He, with his ten- 

der diſcourle, and his conſtant fedulities, endeavour-— 

ed to inſpire in her as violent a pnilion as his own, 
Thus employed for three vears, he went almoſt every 
night to the caſtle, and ſpent all the days in nothing 

but thinking of the princets. But to return to where 

; we left him cr fins the gardens, followed by a flave, 
t and pierced with grief at the reſolutions of the fairy ; 
; when he came to the river- ide, a gilded boat which Azira 
| {{metimes to k the air in, that was ſaſtened to the bank ſer» 
1 ve4 to carry this amorous pt ince over. The flave ro- 
tel, and as ſoon as Parcinus had got up a filken ladder, 
- WM that was thrown out from cfta little terraſs, that fronted 
the caſtle, the ſaithſul ſlave rowed the boat back again, 
where he waited for the ſignal he made him, which was 
to ihew him a lighted flambeaux from off the terraſs, — 
That night the prince took his uſual tour; the ſilken lad- 
der was let down, and he entercd without any obſticle the 
young Irolita's chamber, whom he found laid on the bed 
bin tears: but the beauty that appeared in that melan- 
ba- Nchuly poſture, had an extraordinary etfect on the prince! 
Fro * What ails my princeſs? (ſaid he, falling on his 
and! knees by the bedſide whereupon ſhe lay? what could 
jeu cauſe thele precious tears? alas! (continued he ſigh- 
te ing) have I yet new misfortunes to hear?” the tears 
ive; {Mend fighs of theſe young lovers were intermixed, and 
die were forced to vent their paſhon before they could 
daß ict! the cauſe of their grief. At length the young prince 
N. chr ed Trolita to tell him what new ſeverity the fairy 
ted bed uſed to her, She will raarry Azira /arfſwered the 
u be beautiful Irolita bluſhing) which, of all cher cruelties, 
aodW's the moſt painſul to me. O my dear prtneeſs (cried 
lte the prince) you fear leſt I ſhould marry Azira: my 
o bite is a thouſand times more kind than I thought it.“ 
\laceMW' Can you praiſe fate, (replied the young Irolita, lan- 
( be gifhingly) when it is ready h ſeparate us? I cannot 
t peo er preſs the torments, the dread of that makes me feel. 


t Heeg! Parcinus, you are in the right, the love of a lover, 
® end that of a brother is quite different, The amorous 
ec \ince thought to thank his fortune ; he never till then 
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knew the Ive the young Irolita had for him: and, in 
ſhort, cold no longer doubt of the good fortune of ba. 
ving inſpire | luch tender fentiments into the princeſs, 
"This happineſs, which he did not expect, rouled up a 
his hopes. No (cried he in a tranſport) 1 deſpare nat 


* now ot overcoming our misfortunes, fince lame 
s 


* 
1 


red of your tenderneſs, Let us de, my princels, jet 
15 avoid the rage of Danamo, and her hateſul Dau, 
ter; let us not truſt to fo fatal an ah-de; love le 
* will make us happy.“ Should I go away with voy 
B#(repiied the princel(s with ſurprite) what would tte 
world lay of my flight ' Lay alide theſe vain rc 

tions, (fair Irolita) interrupted the impatient Parc 


© nus z every circumitance u ges us to leave this - 


£ 


let us 20 But where will you go! (replied the F 
prudent Mann, who was always with them, and u. } 
leſs engaged than thote young lovers, forejaw #1] 1 
nnn, vou an acconntasl 
tihcutes in their wig! | WIE give You an account ut 2 
« my deſign (replied the prince) but how did you ho} f 
* fo ſoon the news from the foiry's court? Arctis i 
* of mine (anſwered Mana) writ to me as loon as it 1 


* wilpered about the palace, and I thought it wy 4 

to inform the princets of it.“ And what have lend. Pp: 
red ſince? (teplicd the lovely Irolita) no, Parcin ; 
© ] cannot hve without vou.“ "Ihe young prince traut t 


rted with love, and charmed with theſe words, kite: je 
trolita's hand with an ardour and tendernets, that had te 
all the thinks of a firſt and molt aarcegble favour, I» 52 
began to appear, and iuformed Pircinus too foon g: Ww 
it was time he retired, when he aſſured the prince! | ce 
would come again the next night, and impart to her b. th 
project: he gat to tie boat and ſlave again, and reti 7 
fo hz3 patent. He was {5 over} ved with the les. 1 
ſure of being beloved by the fair Irol ta, and agitate by 0 


Las 
Wt! | 


the dificuities he forefaw they {honld mect with in 0 
flight, that ſleep could not calm that uneafineſs, 441 x 
make him fret a moment of his happincts. * 

It was hardly morning, when a dwarf entered bi 4 
chamber, and preſented him with a fine icarf from H = 


' 


princels Azir2, who by a billet more tender thin . 
Wi 


wiſhed for, deſired him to wear from that day that ſcarf, 


”. 


_ 


Penrect Love. 


53 


He ſent an anſwer, which very much confounded bim; 
but he was obliged to it, to deliver Irolita, and:to con- 
{train himſclffor her liberty. When he had ſent Azira's 
Dwarf away, a giant came from Danamo, and preten- 
ted him with a ſabre of extraordinary beauty, the han- 

ef which was of one linole tome, more beautiful 
than a diamond, and which gave a gr at light in the 
night; on this ſabre were engraved thele words. 


he 
F * the 7 * [ of (4 CONJUCTOY » * 


Parcinus was miglitily pleaſed with the fairy's pre lent, 
and went and thauke d her with that and the ſcarf on, 
The tenderneſs of Iroliia fuſpended all diſquiets ; ſhe 
hid raited in his he rt that ſweet and perfect (atisfad tion 
ſucceſsful love ſeels: a pleaſaut air appenred in all his 
actions, which Azira attributed to her charms, ard the 
friry to P ce ambition : the day wis ſpent in pleu- 


{nes and diver lions, whic!; be no wil et aiminiihed the 
1:1upp; nabe ah 1 Parcinus thought it. 
In the cvening they took the ir inthe gardens of the 


palace, aud on the dame river ſo Keil knoun to the 
prince, who ine 11% 11the boat, felt a ſeulible concern, 
to lee _waat difftercace there was bet ween the pleaſures 
it uſed to give kin; and the cruel tormerts he then endu- 
red. 'arcinus could not Tor bear l&oking often at the 
habitation of the charming Irvlita, who never appeared 
when the ſ:i1y or Azir' were on the water, That Prins 
els, who watched all the actions of the prince, oblerved 
that his eyes were often turned towards the caſtle.— 
© What do vou look at, prince? (ſaid n-) in the midſt 
6 of honor? done VOu, 15 Iroiita's pril n worth Our 
regard?“ «Yes, mid 11 (rep.ted tue prince very impru— 
: dently) [ am ſenlib e of the ſafferings of thife who de- 
x ſerve them not.” You are tog crrpaſlionate (aniwer- 
* ed Azira difdainfuily) but ta cafe vou of your. pain, 
« {can tell you, Irclita will not be long a priſoner. — 
S And what will become ©f her (replied the young prince 
art) The quccu will marry hr ia tive days to the 


b! iuce 


* 
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« prince Brutus (returned Azira :) he is of our blood youu 
* know, and according to the intentions of the queen, 
* he will the next day after their marriage carry Irolita 
into a fortreſs, from whence ſhe will er return to 
s 
« 
4 


court,” * What! (laid the prince, in at xtraordinary 

diſorder) will the queen give that beautiful princeſs 

to ſo hide us a prince, whole ill qualities exceed his 
« deformity? what cruelty is this!” (This laſt *word 
came from him againſt his will, but he could nv longer 
| his reſentment. 1 thought that yon, of all 
le, Parcinus (anſwered the princeſs haughtily) 
Id not complain oft Danamo's cruelties.” This 
converſation, without doubt, had been puſhed toofar (or 
the young prince, whoſe balineſs it was to dillenble, if 
the attendants of Azira had nut come up, ard the fairy, 
appeared on tne river fide, Azira returned to the ſairy, 
and Parcinus coming out of the boat, feigned to be lick, 
that he might have the more liverty to go and complain, 
without any witnels of his new misfortuties, 
The fairy, and above all Aziro, thewed 2 great unca- 
fineſs for his being ill. Heretirefl, acculing fate a thou- 
ſaud times tor the mist..rtunes that threatened the charm: 
ing Irolita, abandoning himtelf to all his grief and ten- 
derneſs; but beginning »t length to recover thoſe diſordets 
faitiful lovers are ſo ſubject to, he writ in the moſt mv 
Ling expreſſions his love could dictate, to one of his aunts, 
whole name was Favour: ble; who was a faire as well 
as Danamo, but one who took as much pleaſure in com- 
bk forting and »fliſting the unfortunate, as Danamo did 
in making them fo. He t:1d her to what a cruel con- 
dition his love and fortune had reduced him; and not 
daring to leave Danamo's court without diſcovering his 
deſizns, he ſent his faithful ſlave with it. 
*  Whet every body .was retired, he left his apartment 
as uſugl, and croſſing the gardens alone, went into the 
buat, without knuwing whether he could row or not ; but 
what will not love teach us? he rowed as well as the moſt 
expert ſeaman, and got into the caſtle, where he was 
very much ſurpriſed to find Mana only, and the all in 
tears, in the princeſs's chamber, What is the matter 


with 
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with you, Mana (ſaid the prince in haſte) and where 
is my dear Irolita 7“ * Alas! fir, (faid Mana) the is not 
here, a troop of the queen's guards, and ſome woman, 
© carried her 5 from this caſtle three or four hours 
ago.“ ParciWas heard not the end of thele words, but 
{wooned away as ſoon as he underitood the princels was 
gone. Mana took a great deal of pains to bring him 
to himſelf again, which was no ſconer done, but falling 
ſuddenly into a paſſion, he drew a little dagger he wore 
in his girdle, and had pierced his heart, had not t iſe 
Mana, holding his arm, and falling on her kne 
© What, fir, will you ſorſake Irolita ; live to deliv r 
from Danamo's rage. Alas ! without you, where will 
* the find ſuccoar againſt the cruelty of the fairy ”thele 
words ſuſpended the unhappy prince's deſpair : Alas! 
+ (replied he ſhedding tears, which all his courage could 
© not reſtrain) where is my princels? yes, Nana, I will 
 l;ve to have the lad fotisfoction of dving tor her, and 
* expiring in revenving her of her enemies.“ After theſe 
words, Many becred of him to leave that difmal place, 
to aveid freſh mistortunces. Go prince (ſaid ſhe) how 
know we but the fairy has fombudy here to give her 
an account of what pa les ? take care of a life fo dear 
to a princeſs you adore.” After this advice, the 
prince went away, and returned to his own apartment 
with all the grief fo unhappy and tender a paſhon could 
inſpire. He patled the night on a couch he threw hims- 
ſect on when he went in, where day ſurpriſed him; 
which had appeared ſome huis, when he heard a noiſe 
at his chamber door. He ran with that eager impatts 
ence we generally expreſs, when we expect news, wheres 
in our hearts are fo much concerned; and found that 
bis people ha i brought him a man who wanted to ſpeak 
with nim in haite, and whom he knew to be one of Mang? 
relations, he gave Parcinus a letter, who went into his 
claſet to hide the trouble it might give him; where he 
opened it, and found theſe woids 


* 


Mana, 


** . 
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M ANA, 
To the greateſt Prince in tle world, 


s EK aſſured, fr, our princeſs is in fafety ; if that 
a expreſſion may be allowed, while in the-power of 
© her enemy; the has aſked Danaino for me, who has 
* ſuffered me to be with her; there is a guard in the 
palace. Yeſterday the queen ſent for her into her clo. 
id ordered her proudly to look on the prince 
kus, as one that = to be her huſband in a fey 
and preſented to her that prince, ſo unworthy 
of being your rival. The princels was ſo much afflict- 
* ed, that ſhe made her no anſwer, but by tears, which 
are not yet dried up. You, (ir, maſt tind out means, 
« if poſſible, to aſſiſt her againſt ſuch prethng Misſor- 
tunes.) 

At the bottom of the letter theſe words were written 
blotted, and with a trembling hand, | 


a E OW much I pity ycu my dear prince! your 
6. .calamities are more grievous to me than my own: 
« Fſpare your tendervets tbe recital of what 1 have en— 
«© Jured hnce yeſterday ; why thould I trouble the re- 


pode of your life? alas! without me you might have 
deen happy. 


What joy and grief did the prince feel? what kiſſes 
he gave this invaluable token of the divine Irolita's 
leve ? he was fo much belide himſelf, that he had much 
ado toreturn a ſuitable auler! he thanked the prudent 
Mana, informed the prince ſs of the aſſiſtance he expee- 
ted from the fairy Henares and ſaid a thout:rd 
things en his grief and love: aſterwards he gave the 
letterto- Mana's relation and with it a preſent of fine 
jewels of an ineſtimable value, to recompenſe him for 
the plealure he had done bim. He was ſcarcely gone, 
when the queen aod the princeſs Azira ſent to know how 
the prince did. It was eaſy to know, by his looks, 


chat he was not well; they Preſſed him to go to bed, 
hoy 
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which he agreed to, thinking he ſhould be leſs conſtrain- 
ed then if he went to the fairy. 

After dinner the queen went herſelf to ſee him, and 
ſpoke to him of Irolita's marriage with the prince Bru- 
tus, as a thing refolved on. Parcinus, who had at laſt 
relolved to reſtrain himſeif to carry on his deſigns the 
better, ſeeming to approve of the fairy's intentions, and 
delired her only to ſtay till he had recovered, becauſe 
he had 2 great mind to be at the ſolemnity. The fairy 
and Azira, who deſpaired at his ſickneſs, and promiſed him 
what he aſked; by which means he 1etarded the diſmal 
nuptials of Irolita for ſome days. the converlation he 
had on the water with Azira forwarded the misfcrtune 
of the princeſs he loved ſo tenderly ; for Azira had given 
the queen an account of his diſcourſe and his compaſſion 
tor Irolits. And the queen, who never delayed the 
execution of her will, fent that evening for Irolita, and 
reſolved with Azira, to finiſh the marriage of that prin- 
ceſs, and to haſten her departure before Parcinus had 
more eſtabliſhed authority? but in the mean time, 
defore the expiration of the time, the faithful ſlave arri- 
red, How great was Parcinus's joy, to find in the letter 
favourable had wrote, marks of her compaſſicn and 
friend ſhip for him andlrolita ! ſhe ſent him a little ring, 
eompoſed of four different metals, gold, ſilver, braſs, 
nd iron: this ring had the power of {ecuring them four 
times againſt the perſecutions of the cruel Danamo: 
1d Favourable aſſured the prince, that the wicked fairy 
ulJ nut purſue them oftrer than the ring had power 
o ſave them. This good news reſtored the young 
prince to his heIth ; he ſent in all haſte for Mana's rela- 
vn and gave him a letter, that informed Irolita of the 
wppy ſucceſs they might fatter themſelves withal.— 
y had no time to loſe, the queen was for comſum- 
ting prince Brutus's marriage in three days, and that 
Ine night 4zira made a ball, and Irolita was to be 
tre. Parcinus could not think of being neghgent on 
t occaſion : he dreſſed himſelf in a magnificent Mit, 
appeared a thouſand times moge bright than the 
ut durſt not ſpeak tolrolita, except with his eyes, 


+ 


o 
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which often met thoſe of that fair princeſs, 


Trolita bad 
on the nobleſt dre's imavinable ; the fairy had given her 
very fine jewels; and as ſhe had bnt four days to ſtay in 


her palace, reloived to treat her as ſhe ought to be.— 
Her beauty not uſed to be ſet ff with ſuch ernaments, 
ſeemed wonderful toall, nd much more to the amorous i 
Parcinus, who thought, by the joy that he ſaw in ber n 
bright eyes, ſhe had received his letter.“ The prince n. 


Brutus talked often with Irolita ; but he appeared of ſo fa 
ill a mien unto the gold ard jewels he was, loaded with, b. 
that be was nct a rival wor thy the young pt ince's jealouſy, WM , 
The ball was almofi over, when Parcinus, .trarſported A 
with bis love, delired with great ardour, the liberty of WM , 
talking a moment with the princeſs. * Cruel queen, WW tbe 
and thou hateful Azira, (ſa id he to himſelt) willycu de- 
4 prive me yet longer of the charming pleaſure of tel-W fun 
* ling the fair Irolita a thouſand times huw I adore her? I min 
* why leave you not, you jealous witneſſes of my happi- ¶ mac 
« nels, the place, ſince love can only triumph in yout —_ 
abſence; he had hardly formed this wiſh, but the for | 


„fairy finding herſelf a little out of order, called Ain, if men 


and went with her into the next room, whither prince e 
Brutus followed them: Parcinus had then the ring on 
his finger the {airy Favour? ble had ſent bim. Heought 
to have preſerved the ſuccours given him for more pre 
fing ectahons, but violent love and prudence are lei 
dom companions; the young prince thought, by the fairy" 
and Azira's departure, that the ring began to favcul 
his love: he flew to the charming Irolita, and ſpoke ! 
her of bis pe ſſion in the moſt touching and elvquert 
- expreſſions ; when he perceived that he had made ule 
Favrourable's charms ſillily, but could not repent 01 al 
imprudence which gained him the pleaſure of entertal 
ing his dear Irolita : they reſolved on their place a 
hour to put an end to their cruel flavery the next daf 
The fairy and Azira returned again ſome time aſte 
Parginus parted with no ſmall regret from Irolita, 2 
looking on his ring, perceived that the itcn v 
mixed with the other metals, and ſaw very well t 
he bad but th: ce wiſhes te make, which he reſolved 
| emp 


4 


r 
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employ better than the firſt for his princeſs ? but truſted 
none with his departute, but his taithful {lave, "The 
next day he appeared to the queen very ealy, and 

more pleaſant than ordinary: he paſſed ſome compli- 
ments on the prince Brutus upon his inarriage, and did 
it in a manner capable of removing all ſuſpicions they 
might entertain of his paſſion, At two o' clock in the 
morning he went to the fairy's park, where he found his 
) faithful ſla ve, who, according to his maker's orders had 
1 Wl brought tour of his horſes. The prince waited a little, 
„wen the lovely Irolita came wearied, and lean:ng on 
Manz; for that young princeſs endured ſo much in the 
of W walk, that love alone, without Danamo's cruelties, and 
tte ill qualities of prince Brutus, would not have been 
e capable to have made her undertake it. It was then 
el. ¶ ſummer, the night was clear, and the moon and ſtars 
7 ſhined ſo bright, that it was as light as day, The prince 
'p'' Wl made up in haſte towards her, kiſſed her hand, for'it 
out ¶ was not a place to talk in, and helped her on her borſe, 

the ¶ for ſhe rid wonderfully well, it being one of her amuſe- 
11 WW ments to take horſe with her maids and ride into a little 
nc wood, fome diftance from the caſtle, which the falry 
; 00 fultered her to take the air in. Afterwards Parcinus 
mounted his horſe, and Mana and the flave theirs; 
The young prince drawing the hrillaint ſabre the fairy 
e "Weave him, ſwore to the ſair Irolita, to adore her all his 
ie, and to die, if neceſſary, in her defence, After theſe 
2 v(Viwords they went away, and the zephiis ſeemeꝗ to correſ- 
de bond with them, or to take Irolita for Flora, by always 
que tending them. 
ule In the mean time, day diſcovered to Danamo a piece 
neus ſhe little expected. The ladies who where about 
ertamgolita, where amazed that ſhe ſlept fo long; but obe y- 
ce 0g the prudent Mana, who lay in the ſame chamber 
xt dach Lrolita, from whence they went out at a little back- 
aste or, that led them into a court of the palace, very little 
ta, Aequented, by a door that was in Irolita's cloſet, and 
con Vs niled up; but in two or three uights they found out 
e\l means to open it. In ſhort, the queen ſent for Irclita ; 

olved Wbedience to the fairy, they knocked at the princels's 
Ss | chainber 
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chamber door, and nobody anſwered. But when the 
prince Brutus arrived, who came to conduct the princeſs 
to the queen, he was very much ſurpriſed : He broke 
open the door, and went in, and ſeeing the little door in 
the clolet forced, he no longer doubted of the princess 
flight, When the news was carried to the queen, ſhe 
ſhaked with anger, and ordered them to ſearch every 
where for Irolita ; but it was all in vain, nob-dy cue 
give any account of her. The prince Brutus himſe'f 
went to ſeek after her, and ſent the fairy's guards with 
all ſpeed on the roads he thought they might take In 
the mean, time, Azira obſerved that Parcinus did not 
appear in this general conſte1naticn : and jealouty oper: 
ing her eyes, ſhe ſent in hiſte to him, and began to thin; 
that the prince had taken Irolita awey. The fairy herlelf 
could not believe it: but on conſnlting her books, ihe 
found Azira's ſuſpicion to be a matter of fact. In the 
mean time, the princeſs having learned that Parcinu 
was not in his apartment, nor the palace, ſent to the 
caſtle where lrolita had been fo long, to ſee if ſhe could 
find any thing wereby the might juſtiſy or condemn the 
prince. The prudent Mana had taken care to leave 
nothing that might diſcover lrolita's correſpondence 
with Parcinus, but Azira's ſcarf, which was k und on 
the couch he ſwooned an, and had been untied while 
he was in that condition ; and which neither the prince 
nor Mana, who where full of grief, perceived. What 
did not the haughty Azira feel at the ſi ht of that (cart! 
her love and pride ſuffered both alike ; [he afflicted her: 
ſelf to exceſs, and ſent all the fervants of Irolita and the 
a to priſon. The ingratitude the queen thougtt 

arcinus had ſhewed her, puſhe 1 her natural rage to 
the laſt extremity, She would willingly have given 
one of her kingdoms to have been revenged on thoſe 
two lovers, who at the ſame time where purſued on all 
lides: prince Brutus and his troop met with frelh borſes 
every where by the ſziry's order, whereas thoſe of Parck 
nus's where tired, and anſwered not the impatience d 
their Maſter. At the further ſide of a Foreſt he over 
took them: the firſt motion of the prince was to 20 * 
TYRE | tight 
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debt that unworthy rival ; he was riding up to him with 


6 is fabre drawn, when Irolita cried dut, * prince ſeek 
dot an unprofitable danger, obey the orders of the fairy W 
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els © Favourable.” Thele words gave a check toPa cinus's 
*© Wrage, who to obey the princeſs and the fairy, wiſhed the 
n princels was in ſafety azairſt the perſecutions of the 
5's cruel queen. He had ſcarceiy made his wilh, but the 
he earth opened between him and his rival; a littie ugly 
11 man, magnificently dreſſed, appeared, and made a ſign 


af to him to follow him. The deſent was enty on their 
hde, he went down en horſeback, with Irchitz and 
Mane, and the flave, and the earth cloſed, Brutus, 
In jurpriſed at ſo extraordinary an event, went in haſte to 
give Danamo an account of it; and in the mean time 
or voung lovers followed the little man through a dark 
WW 102d, that led to a large pelace, lighted with dambeaux 
yh and lamps. They alighted from off their horſes, went 
i 
into a prodigious large hell, ſupported by fhining pil- 


the lars of earth, covered wit! ornaments of gold; a little 
190 man loaded with jewels, ſut on a throne of gold at the 
r bottom of the hall, with a great number of people like 
th himſelf about him, who co: duc ted the prince to that place 
* who, as ſoon as be appeared with the charming Irohta, 
* the little man aroſe from his throne, and faid to him, 


Come, prince, the great fairy Favourab'e, who has 
bil been a long time one of my fſtiends, bath defired me 
to ſecure you againſt the cruelties of Danamo. I.am 
king of the Gnomes, you and the princeſs are welcome 
to my palace.” PFarcinus thanked him for his aſſiſ- 
| or. tl ce. The king and all his ſubjects where enchanted 
ite n the beauty of lrolita ; they took her for a ſtar that 
came to brighten their abode, and ſerved up a magnifi- 


* cent entertainment. The king of the Gnomes paid 

- WT them all manner of reſpe&, in harmonious concert, but 

iven PE) „ in N : 
ſomewhat wild was the diverſion of the night, where 

hole 

| al they ſung the charms of Irolita, and repeated ſeveral 

rg mes theſe verles ; 4 

arch 

2 of hat ſtar is this that thus cur ſight invades, 

_ And darts ſuch beams on theſe our gloomy ſhades ? 

and Which, white its luſtre fondly ue admire, 


: Dezules our eyes, and jets our hearts on Fre. Wy | 
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After the muſick was done, they led the prince and WW the! 
princeſs, each into a magnificent 100m, and Mana and WW the 

® the faithſul Nave followed them. The next day they MW up? 
ſhewed them the king's palace, who diſpoſed of all the N We 
riches of the earth; nothing could be added to that prir 


treaſure, which was a confuſed maſs of fine things un- I vitt 
formed. The prince and princeſs remained eight days and 
in this ſubterraneous abode; Favourable had ordered mac 
the king of the Gnomes, during that time, to make th» Il {elv 
princeſs and her lover gallant and magnificent enter- WM hu. 
tainments, The night before their departure, the kins, gre 
to immortalize the memory of their reſidence in his IM ba!) 


empire, had their two ſtatues erected in gold on each t 
fide his throne, on pedeſtals of white marble, with theſe he 
words writ in letters of dia monds on the pedeſtal of the I this 


princels's ſtatue: aff 

tat! 
We deſire no more the ſight of the ſun; intc 

We have ſeen this prince, ail 
Who is brighter and more beautiful. a . 
2 * he 
And on the pedeſtal of the princeſs's ſtatue tur 
Et : — gre 
f To the immortal honour the! 
Of the goddeſs of beauty, twe 
o deſcended here, trot 
Luder the name of lrolila. ing 


be ninth day“ the prince had very fine horſes giver 
bim, whoſe trappings where of gold, laid over with 
diamonds, and leſt, with his imall troop, the dark abode 
of the Gnomes, after paying their acknowledgments to 
tmheir king, and found himſelf in the ſame place where 
prince Brutus attacked him? and looking on his ring, 4 
perceived only the Silver and braſs. He purſued his W of: 
way with the charming, Irolita, and haſtened to arrive Wh Aft 

at the habitation of the fairy Favourable, where they Wet: 
were to be in ſafety : when all on a ſudden coming out 
of a vale, they wet a troop of Danamo's guards, who Wh 
where ſtill in ſearch after them; and were juſt ready to Wea 
fall on them ; when the prince wiſhed, and 1 
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there appeared a great ſpace of water between them and 
the fairy troops. A beautiful nymph half naked, roſe 


up in the middle of the water, in a boat of ruſhes, laced 


together, and making towards the thore, deſited the 
prince and his beautiſul miſtreſs to come into it Who, 
with Mana and the ſlave, leſt their horſes in the feld, 
and went into the boat, which ſunk under water, and 
made the guards think they chofe rather to drown them- 
ſelves, than fall into their hands. Immediately they 
hund themſelves in a palace, the walls of which where 
great drops of water, which falling continually, made 
halls, chambers, cloſets, and encompalled gardens, where 
a thouſand ſpoutings of water, of odd Figures, formed 
the delign of parterres. None but Naids could live in 
this palace, ſo fine and ſingular as it was; therefore to 
afford the prince and the fair Irolita a more ſolid habi- 
tation, the Naid that conducted them, carried them 
into grottos of ſhell-work, compoſed of coral, pearls, and 
all the riches of the fea, Their beds were of moſs, 
2 hundred dolphins guarded Irolita's grot, and twenty 
whales the prince's. The Naids admired at their re- 
turn, the beauty of Irolita ? and moreover, a Triton 
grew jealous of the prince's looks and care: they gave 
them in the prince's grotto, a collation of fine fruits; 
twelve Syrons came to charm, by their ſweet voices, the 


trouble of the prince and Irolita, and ſung the follow- 
ing ſong ; , 


IVherever love our hearts conveys, 
He. males us happy different ways: * 
Perfect lovers, triumph in your chains, 


And let your paſſions flill ſurmoun' your pains, 


At night there was an entertainment, conſiſting wholly 
of fiſh, of an extraordinary fize and exquilite taſte, — 
Alter this repaſt, the Naids danced in habits 6ffith ſcales 
of different colours, which was very fine; bodies of Tri- 
ons, with inſtruments unknown to men, compoſed a 
tmphony, which was odd, but new and vety agreeable. 
Parcinus and the ſair Irolita were fous days in this em- 
Rt . pire 


1 


whom he ſought after with ſo much diligence, rid with 


n and his troop fall back. 'The young prince and Irolita, 


| being all fire, at firſt frightened Irolita ; but ſhe was 
Ex ſoon encouraged, when ſhe perceived ſhe felt no grea- 
ter heat than that of the ſun, and that this fire had only 


1 it inſupportable. A great many young and handſome 
er richly cloathed. came from whence the flames 


Place, by the reſpects paid to her, ſaid, Come, char- 


84 
empire; the fifth day the Naids came in crowds to cn 
duct the prince and princeſs; which two lovers went 
into a Boat of one entire ſhell, and the Naids halfout of the 
water, accompanied them to the river Je, where Par. 
ein ound his horſes aga and fet forward with ſpeed; 
when looking on his ring, e perceived only the braſs; 
but they were then nig {avourable's palace, They 
travelled three days, when on the fourth, at ſun-rilins, 
they perceived men in arms, who, when they came ne, 
appeared to be the prince Brutus and his troop, whcin 
Danamo had ſent again to purſue them, with orders net 
to leave them, if they found them, nor to ſtir off the 
ſpot, where any thing extraordinary ſhould fall out; 
and above all, to endeavour to engage the prince to ficht. 
Danamo knew very well, after what Brutus ha told 
her, that a ſairy protected the prince and princeſs ; but 
her knowledge was ſo great, that ſhe deſpaired 1 of 
overcoming them by more pewertul charms. Prince 
Brutus overjoyed to ſee the prince and Irolita again, 


Per recT Love, 


his ſword in his hand up to Parcinus, to endeavour to 
fight him, according to Danamo's orders. The young 
prince drew his {word with ſo fierce an air, that Brutus 
repented more than once of his undertaking ; but Par- 
cinus perceiving Irolita all in tears, moved with com- 
paſſion at that light made his fourth wiſh, and preſently 
their aroſe a great fire up to the ſkies, which ſeparated 
Parcinus from his enewy. This fire made prince Brutus 


who were always attended by the faithful flave and 
Mana, found themſelves in a palace, the fight of which, 


efimipg quality, and not thoſe others, which render 


eemed to riſe, to receive the princeſs and her lover, 


One of them, whom they judged to be the queen oſ that 


ming 
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| charming princeſs, and you lovely Parcinus, you are 
(in the kingdom of Salamanders: I am the queen, and 
' with pleaſure am charged by Favourable to conceal 
i you ſeven days in my palace: I wiſh only your abgde 
{ here was tobe longer.“ After theſe words ſhe carried 
them into a large apartment all on fire, like the reſt 
al the palace, and which gave as great a light as the ſun, 
bat night they ſupped with the queen, and had a no- 
ble entertainment : after it was over, they went on a 
terras, to ſee an artificial fire of wonderful beauty, 
and a very fingular deſign, which was prepared in a 
eat court befor: the Salamander's palace. Twelve 
oves were on pillars of mardle, of different colours: {ix 
them ſeemed ready to draw their bows, and the fix 
thess held out a great plate, whereon theſe words were 
ritten in charecters of fire: | 


Where'er fair Irolite appears, 
A glorious conqueſt there ſhe bears : 


Our raging flames and hotteſt fire, 
(0 Fall ſhort of what her eyes iuſyire 
I So great's the torment of deſire. 
- The young Irolita bluſhed at her own glory, and 


„5 rcinus was overjoyed that ſhe was thought as handſome 
/ ſhe appeared to him. In the mean time th&cupids 
ed Wen their arrows of fire, which croſhng in the air, forined 
1a thouſand places the cypher and name of Irolita, 
d carried it up to the heavens. The ſeven days they 
ed in this palace where ſpent in pleaſures and diver- 
Parcinus obſerved, that all the Salamanders had 
neat deal of ſpirit, and a charming vivacity, were all 
ont and amorous, and that the queen herſelf was not 
pt from that paſſion, ſince ſhe was in love with a 
" Salamander of extraordinary beauty. The 
| day they leſt with regret an abode ſo agreeable to 
Neenderveſs, and found themſelves in a fine field 

we Parcinus looking on his ring, found on the bout 
— together, theſe words engraved: 


Yeu 1. too ſoon, 
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2 
Theſe words « Red the prince and young princeſs 
but they were ſo nigh Favourable's habitation, that they ol 
hoped to reach it that day. This thought ſulpereeill bt 
their grief, they went forwards, calling on fortune an — 


love, too oſten deceitful guides. The prince Bruty 
followed the fairy's orders, never ſtirred ſrom the plac "re 
where the fire ſeparated them, but lay encamped behind de 
a wood, when his centinals, who kept continual watch the 
informed him that the prince and princeſs appeared off © 
the plain again. He mounted his troop, and came uy the 
by night with the unfortunate prince and divine Irolit: lig 
Parcinus was not in the leaſt diſmayed at the gres dit 
number of thoſe who attacked him all at once: he e but 
on them with a courage that terrified them: * I fulfil m du 
« promiſe, fair Irolita (ſaid he, drawing his ſabre) I wil * 
dye for vou, or deliver you {rom your enemies b 


After theſe words, he ſtruck the 61ſt he met, and felleW © © 
him at his feet: but, O grief unexpected! that ſab. d 
© Which he had of the fairy, broke into a thouſand piece * 
It was what the fairy expected from the combat with H * 
young prince ; for when ſhe gave any arms, ſhe char 


med them in ſuch a manner, that when they we 
made uſe cf againſt herſelf, they ſhould break at r 
firſt blow into a thouſand pieces. Parcinus thus di? 
armed, could not long reſiſt the numbers that ſurrounceI ©? © 


him : took him, leaded him with chains, and mac Az 
the young Irolita undergo the ſame fate, O! Fairy f Se 
* vourable (cried the prince melan:holy) abandon n lita 
« to all the rage of Danamo, but ſave the fair Irolitz lep 
+ You have diſobeyed the fairy (anſwered a young ml © | 
* of ſurpriling beauty, who appeared in the air) y ( 
* muſt endure the puniſhment ; if ycu had not be * 
ſo predigal of Favcurable's aſſiſtance, we had prefer 02 
* you againſt the cruelties of D:namo. Ihe whole kin ſhi 


dom of the Sylphs are vexed that they had not whe 


glory of rendering ſo charming a prince, and ſo bei ©! 
* tiſul a princeſs, happy.” After this he diſappearet we 
Parcinus groaned at his imprudence , he appeared init! Cc 


ſible of his own misfortunes, but was cruelly agitet 


with thoſe of Irelita : and the regret of having ccntiib in 
| | 7 iq 
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ted to them, had made him to die away for grief, if 
fate had not prepared more cruel torments for him to 
undergo. The young Irolita ſhewed a courage worthy 
her illuſtrious blood; and the mercileſs; Brutus, far from 
Telenting at ſo moving a fight, redoubled their calami- 
ties, which he was partly the cauſe of. He ſeparated 
them, and deprived them of the pleaſure of complaining 
to each other without redreſs. Aſter a cruel journey, 
they arrived at the wicked fairy's, who expreſſed a ma- 
lien joy to ſee the prince and young princeſs in a con- 
dition ſo worthy of creating pity in any other's breaſt 
but her's ; however, Azira had ſoine for Parcinus, but 
durſt not ſhew it before the fairy: I will (ſaid that 
* cruel queen, addreſſing herſelf to the young prince) 
have the pleaſure of revenging myſelt on thy ingrati- 
* tude; go, inſtead of aſcendin, the throne my bounty 
* deſigned you, to the priſon of the ſea, where I will put 
an end to thy miſerable life, by the moſt horrible pu · 
' niſhments.” * 1 chule rather the moſt wretched pri- 
« ſon (replied the prince, looking on her hercely) than 
the favours of ſo unjuſt a queen.“ Which words pro» 
voked her much more, who expected to have ſeen him 
proſtrate at her feet. She made him be carried away 
to the appointed priſon : Irulita cried on feeing him go; 
Azira could not refrain her ſighs; and all the court 
groaned ſecretly at ſo cruel an order. For the fair Iro- 
lita, the queen ſent her to the caſtle where ſhe had been 
kept ſo long, had her carefully guarded, and uſed her 
as inhumanly as ſhe was capable of, 

The prince's priſon was in a tower in the midſt' of 
the ſea, built on a ſmall delert ifle : there he was kept 
loaded with irons, and underweit all manner of hard- 
ſhips. What a place was this for a prince fit to rule the 
whole world? the remembrance of Irolita was his ſole 
employ ;: be called on Favourable only to her ailiſtance, 
and withed a thouſand times to die, do ex piate the crime 
be had committed : his“ faithfur ae wis put int the 
lame priſon, but had not the fatiblaction of ſerving his 
Muſtrious maſter, ho had none but zude foldiers about 
bim, devoted tu the fairy; who, though obedient to her, 
1 D 2 8 | could 
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could not but reſpe& the unhappy prince. His youth, 
beauty, and above all, his courage, touched them with 
an admiration that made them look on him as a man 
ſuperior to all others. The prudent Mana was treated 
in the caſtle with Irolita, in the ſame manner as the 
faithful flave. None but Danamo's creatures came 
nigh the princeſs, who, by her order, excited in her a 
freſh grief every moment, by telling her what the 
prince ſuffered. The calamities of Parcinus made the 
- princeſs ſometimes forget the remembrance of her own, 
and renewed her tears in a place where ſhe had ſo often 
heard that charming prince {wear to her eternal fidelity: 
Alas! (faid ſhe to herſelf, why was you ſo conſtant, 
my dear prince; indeed, your infidelity would have 
* coſt me my life, but what ſignified that ? you would 
* after that, have been happy. Danamo, who took 
ſome time to prepare a charm of extraordinary force, 
ſent Irolita, in the morning, two lamps; one of Gold, 
the gther of cryſtal; the golden one was lighted, Dana- 
mo ordered her not to let one of theſe two lamps go out, 
but told her, She 1night keep which ſhe pleaſed lighted.” 
Irolita anſwered, with her natural ſweetneſs, ſhe ſhould 
obey her, without ſcarching into the ſignification of it. 
She carried the two lamps carefully into her cloſet, and 
as the golden one was lighted, ſhe put it not out all that 
day, and lighted the other the next day, and ſo con- 
tinued to obey the fairy. She had kept theſe lamps 
fifteen days, when her health began to diminiſh, which 
ſhe thought might be occaſioned by her grief? but when 
they told her Parcinus was very ill, her piercing grief, 
and violent oppreſſion, raiſed pity in all the women 
about her. night, when they were all a ſleep, one 
of them went ſoftly to the princeſs, and ſeeing the 
cryſtal lamp burning: What is it you do, great prin- 
ceſs! (ſaid ſhe to her) put out that fatal light, your 
health depends it, preſervs a life ſo valuable, 
from the cruelties of Danamo.“ Alas (replied the me- 
«4 lancholy Irolita,in a languiſhing air) ſhe had made 
ii ſo miſerable, that it is a kind of a favour in the 
fairy to afford me the means of putting an end to 2 
| | | : | t 
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but, (continued ſhe, with an emotion that brought a 
colour in her face) whoſe liſe does that golden lamp 
prevail over ?* *Parcinus's (replied Danamo's conh- 
« dent, who ſpoke to the princeſs by her order ; for 
that wicked fairy had a mind to torment her, by letting 
her know how cruel her fate was. At this news the 
grief of having herſelf taken care to put an end to 
Farcious's days, made her lay ſome time inſenſible; 
but when ſhe came to herſelf, and in recovering her, 
ſenſes, reſumed her ſorrows. * Odious fairy (ſaid ſhe, 
* when ſhe had power to fpeak) barbarous fairy! is 
not my death ſufficient to appeaſe thy rage ? but to 
be more cruel thou muſt deſtroy, by my hands, a 
prince ſo dear to me, who is deſerving of the tender- 
eſt and moſt perſect love ? but death, a thouſand times 
more kind than thou, will ſhortly deliver me from 
all the miſchiefs thy rage invents, againſt a paſſion 
ſo violent and faithſul. The young princeſs cried 
continually over the fatal lamp, on which Parcinus's 
life depended, and lighted none but her own, which ſhe 
ſaw burn with joy, as a ſacrifice ſhe offered up to her 
love and lover. All this time that unhappy prince was 
tormented with puniſhments his courage could not 
ſupport : the fairy made the ſoldiers, who guarded him, 
and ſeigned to be ſenſible of that illuſtrious prince's ſor- 

rows, tell him, That Irolita had conſented to marry 
the prince Brutus in a few days after he was put 
into priſon, and that the princeſs ſeemed very well 
content with her marriage, at all the feaſts that were 
made to celebrate it; and in ſhort, that ſhe was gone 


away with her huſband.* This was a misſortune the 


_ did not expect, and was the only one that could 


greater then his conſtancy, * What, my dear, Irolita, 


Dare you unfaithful to me (ſaid the ſad prinee o be 
prince Brutus's ? you have only bewailed wy wisſor- 


tunes, and thought of putting an end to thoſe my ten- 
derneſs cauſed you: but live happy ungreatſul Jroli. 
ta, | adore you, inconſtant as you are, and will die for 
my love, though not permitted the honour of dying 
for my princets.” Whilſt the unfortunate Parcinus 


was 
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was thus afflicting himſelf, and the tender Irolita wa; 
waiſting her life to prolong her lover's, Danamo waz 
affe cted with Azira's deſpair, who died away with grief 
at the hardſhips of Parcinus. In ſhort, the cruel fairy 
perceiving, that to ſave her daughter's life, ſhe muſt 
pardon the prince, ſulfered her to go and ſee him, and 
to promiſe him all he ſhould name, if he would marry 
her; and at the ſame time reſolved to have put Irolita to 
death, as ſoon as the,prince had accepted the propoſi. 
tioos. The hopes of fleing Parcinus again; gave the 
. -melancholy Azira new life; the queen bid her ſend t9 
Irolita for the lamp, that ſhe might be ſhure it did not 
burn; which order ſeemed more cruel than all the ref 
to the ſorrowſul Irolita Howgreat was her uncafineſs 
for the liſe of Parcinus? * Be not ſo concerned for the 


life of that prince, ({aid the women to her, who were 


about her) he is going to marry the princeſs Azira, 


and it is ſhe who, careful of his life, ſends for the 


lamp.“ The torment of jealouſy, which was wan- 
ting among all her misfortunes, never till aſter theſe 
words had any ſhare in her calamities, - Nevertheleſs 
Azira went to fee the prince, and offered herſelf and 
kingdoms to him, pretending to be ignorant that he had 
heard of Irolita's marriage with Brutus; by u hich exam- 
ple ſhe would have convinced him, he had carried his 
conſtancy too far, Parcinus, to whom, nothing was 
valuable but his beloved Irolita, prefered his priſon and 
ſufferings before liberty and empire. Azira deſpaired 
at his refuſal, and her grie{rendered her equally unhappy 
with that prince, 5 

During this time the fairy Favourable, who till then 


bad boaſted of the ioſenſibility of her heart, was not 


6 
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P ” 


reſiſt the charms of a young prince in her court, 
e with her; and this fairy coul! not have 


refolved-to liſten to him, had not the pride of her ſoul 
been overcome by this violence of her paſſion. In 
ſhort, ſhe yielded to the deſire of letting him know how 
he triumphed. Fhe:pleaſure' of ſpeaking to what we 
love, ſeemed then fo charming to her, and ſo worthy 
of being deſired, that approving what ſhe had a 


* 
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ſo much, ſhe came in haſte to the Aſſiſtance of Parcinus 
and the fair Irolita, 

Had ſhe ſtaid a little longer, it would have been too 
late, the fatal lamp of Irolita had but fix days to burn, 
and the grief of the unhappy Farcinus had almoſt put 
an end to his days, Favourable arrived at Danamo's 
palace, and as her power was ſuperior to hers, ihe 
would be obeyed in ſpite of the wicked fairy, The 
prince was fetched out of his priſon, from whence he 
would not ſtir, till he was aſſured by Favourable, that 
the fair Irolita might ſtill be his. He appeared for all his 

aleneſs, as handſome the day, ani went with the 

Err Favourable to the” princeſs's caſtle, whoſe — 

caſt but a gliminering light, The dying Irolita woul 

not conſent to have it put out, till ſhe was aſſuted of the 
fidelity of her happy lover. No words or Expreſhons + 
are lively and tender enough, to give an idea of their 
joy to ſee each other ag2in, Favourable made them in- 
ſtantly reſume their fofmer charms, and endowed them 
with a long lite and - conſtant happineſs; but for their 
1 had nought to add to that. Danamo, 
outrageous to ſee her authority defeated, killed herſelf, 
leaving the fate of Azira and Brutus entirely to Irolita, 


who took no other revenge than maxzying them bot 


together. Parcinus was generous as Conſtant, accepted 
only of his father's kingdom, and left thoſe of Danamo's ' 
to Azira, The nuptials of the prince and divine Irolita, 
were ſolemnized with great magnificence ; and aſter ha- 
ving paid their acknowledgements to Favourable, and 
rewarded the ſluve, and prudent Mana, they ſet out for 
th ir kingdqry ; where the prince and lovely Irolita en- 
joyed the b4 eſs of a paſſion, as tender and conſtant in 
their proſperity, as it was violent and faithful in their 
adyerlity, wen, | | 
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PON a time, there was a king and queen of 4 
certaincountry, who had two fine boys, whom the 

queen took ſuch care to have well bred, that they impto- 
ved greatly, Her majeſty was never brought to bed, 
but ſhe ſent to invite the fairies to her labour, and beg 
ged them to tell her her child's fortune as ſoon as it was 

rn. | 

She became with child again, and was delivered of : 
daughter, ſo very fair, that every one who ſaw her was 
in love with ber. The queen commanded the fairies 
1 to be very well tregted; and when they where almoſt 
ready to take their leaves of her, ſhe defired them not 
td forget their good cuſtom, but to tell her what ſh. uld 
=. happen.to Roſetta (ſo the infant princeſs was called.) 
(ET be fairies told he r, they bad left their ſcheme book at 
5" thome,. and would come another time to ſatisſy her.— 
Ab, ſays the queen, this does not propheſy gocd: you 
dre not willing to trouble me with an unwelcome pre- 
dition; + freak freely beg it of you; let me know 


- "the worſt of her ſate ;Aide nothing from me, They 


| 1 g 
„ ll deſired to be excuſed and the more backward they 
were to tell ber fortune, the more eager the queen was 
| aon. At laſt the chief of them ſaid, We are a{raid, 
r . madam Roſetta will be the cauſe of a very great miſ- 
Ff rtupe to her brothers, and that they will die tor ber 
fomebow or other. This is all that we can forelee 
N of the fair princeſs, and we are very ſorry we have 
WAS nogbetter ir. formation to give you.“ The fairies 
ent away, and left the queen ſo melancholy, that the 
H Bios took notice of it, and demanded the reaſon. 


Aualwered, ThatHtting too near the Gre, the happened 
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to burn all the flax on her ſpindle.” * Is that all (quoth 

the king' :) So he goes up into the garret, and fetched 

+ her more flax than ſhe could ſpin in an hundred years. 

The queen continued melancholy, and the king be- 

ing inquiſitive to know the cauſe of it, ſhe replied, 
+ That walking near the river ſide, ſhe let one of her 

+ green ſatin ſlippers fall into the water. * Is that all, 

(quoth the king.) He preſently ſet all the fhoe- makers 

in the kingdom to work, and brought her ten thouſand 

| ir of green fatin ſlippers to make up the matter, Still 

ſhe continued as melancholy as ever. He aſked her the 

cauſe of it again. She told him, That eating one day 

with too haſty an appetite, ſhe chanced to ſwallow 
5 her wedding ring, which ſhe had upon her finger.” 5 
The king knowing ſhe did not ſpeak truth then, (for. WM 
he had locked up the ring) ſaid to her, My dear wife, 
this cannot be true, for I have your ring ſaſe under 
+ lock and key; and he immediately went and fetched 
it. The queen finding ſhe was caught in an untruth, 
one of the fouleſt crimes in the world; to vindicate her- 
ſelf, con feſſed what the fairies had foretold of little Ro- 

ſetta, and deſired him, if he could think of any means to- 

prevent it, to let her know it. The king was mightily-© 
concerned, and ſaid to the 83 no way of .- 
preventing the deſtruction of their two ſons, but to Kill 
| the child while ſhe was in her ſwaddling clothes. His 
| wiſe wiſhed ſhe might die herfelf firſt; and bid him con- 
trive ſome other means to {ave their two boys, | for ſhe 
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would never conſent to that. | 
The king and queen thinking of nothing e 
ſo many ways, that in the end they thoubhtal : 
| found out one. The queen was infot eg bat - 
an old hermit in a wood near (06 CORY Apr 
bas in a hollow tree, and that he was a Wender er- 
on in matters of counſel. . She therefgrewefolved to vo 
mdxonfult him, the fairies not having Walt twat 
hen they predicted the evil. She fo ene wa! 
wrly, mounted on a little white mul&thod with gold ; 
and as attended by two of her maids of honour on 
ek, cach upon a fine horſe. When the queen 


5 p- 
„ & - D's; bi 


— 


- —— 
_ — 
— — * — — 
— — — — ——pů—Qĩp——— — _  - —— — — — 
— 
. 


they ſay that my fi 
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and her maids arrived at the entrance of the wood, 
they alighted, and walked on foot to the place where 
the old hermit lived in his tree. The ſolitaire did not 
like to ſee women ; but when he ſaw it was the queen, 
he cried, * you are welcome, what would you have of 
* me?” She then related what the fairies had foretold 
her of Roſetta ; and aſked his advice in the caſe. He 
bade her ſhut the princeis up in a tower, and never let 
her come out of it The queen thanked him, gave him 
alms, and returned to tell the king her adventure. 

His majeſty approving of the hermit's couſel, order- 
ed a large tower to be built, and encloſed his daughter 
in it, There ſhe lived : and that ſhe might not be wea- 
ry of ſo retired a life, the king, queen, and her two 
brothers, viſited her every day. The eldeſt of them 
was called the great prince, and the youngeſt the little 
prince, for diſtintion ſake. They loved their ſiſtet 
moſt dearly, for ſhe was one of the beſt and moſt beau- 
tiful creatures in the world, and the leaſt glance of hers 
was wcrth an hundred pounds. When ſhe was fiſteen 
years old, the great prince ſaid to the king, Papa, 

ler is big enough to be married: 
* ſhall not we go ſoon to her wedding ?” the little prince 
ſpoke to the ſame effect to the queen; and their majeſ- 
ties amuſed them with evaſive anſwers, without taking 


notice of the marriage, 


At laſt the king and queen fell very ill, and died 
both in one day. Diſmal was the ſtate of the court; 


every one was in tears! nothing was to be ſeen but 
black coats and gowns, and nothing to be heard but tol- 
ling of bells. Roſetta above all wanted to be comforted, 
for the loſs of ſo good a mother. 


hen the king and queen were buried, the marqui- 


tes and dukes of the kingdom conducted the great prince 


to à throne of gold and diamonds, on which he ended, 


had a royal crown put pon his head, and was arrayed 


in robes of purple velvet, embroidered with a ſun and 
ſtars. Then the whole court ſhouted, Long live the 
king! and their ſcrrow for their late majeſties deaths 


IM - was forgot in their joy for his preſent majeſly's ſucceſſion. 
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The king and his brother conſerring together, ſpoke 
to this purpoſe: Now the power is in our own hands, 
© let us releaſe our ſiſter out of the tower, wherein ſhe 
© has already been too long ſhut up.” It was no ſooner 
ſaid than done. They had only a garden to croſs, and 
they came to the tower, which was built in one corner 
of it, as high as it could be made ; for the late king and 
queen reſolved ſhe ſhould ſtay there all her lite time, 
Roſetta was then embroidering a robe ina frame which 
ſtood before her; but as ſoon as ſhe ſaw her brothers, 
ſhe roſe, and taking the king by the hand, addreſſed 
herſelf to him in theſe words: good morrow, fir ; you 
* are now king, and I am now your poor obedient ſer- 
* vant; I beg vout let me come out of this tower, for 
© am quite tired with ſtaying here.“ She ther burſt 
out into a flood of tears. The king embraced her, bade 
her not weep, for he came there on purpoſe to fetch her 
thence, and carry her to a fine palace. The prince's 
pockets were full ot ſweet-meats, which he gave to Ro- 
jetta. Cowe (lays he) let us leave this filthy tower: 
* d) not afflict thyſelf, the king will get thee a huſband 
im a little while.” 

When Roſetta {aw the gardens full of flowers, fruits, 
and fountains, ſhe was fo raviſhed that ſhe could not ſay 
a word, for ſhe had never ſeen any thing like it before, 
She gazed about her as if ſhe had been wild; ſometimes 
walked, and ſometimes ſtopped : ſhe gathered the fruits 
of the trees, the Bowers in the borders. Fretillion, her 
li.cle dog, who was as green as a parrot, and had but one 
ear, danced all the way before her, and jumped"and 
capered about as if he was as glad as his miſtreſs that 
they were gat out into the freih air. 

The company were well plerſed with Fretillion's 
friſking and leaping over the walks : when all of a ſud- 
den he ran to a little wood. 'The princels followed her 
dog, and never was woman more aſtoniſhed than ſhe 
was at the fight of a huge peacock, that ſtrutted as ſhe 
approached him, and ſpread out his tail. She was fo 
charmed with him, and thought bim fo very fine, that 
ſhe could not take her eyes off of him, The king and 


4 D pri ince ' if 


upon <_ 


76 Tur Story of Paixckss Rost TTA. 


prince followed her, aſked what ſhe was ſo taken with? 

ihe ſhewed them the peacock, and aſked what it was, — 

They told her it was a bird which they ſometimes eat of, 
* How (ſaid ſhe) are you ſo cruel to kill and cat ſo | 
lovely a bird ? I here proteſt to you, that I will never 

* marry with any one but the King of the Peacocks, and 
* when 1 am queen, I will hinder your eating them. 

The king was ſurpriſed at this beyond meaſure : But, 
* ſiſter, (replied he) where will you find the King of 


Þ 4 the Peacocks? Where you pleaſe (quoth the pr inceſs,) ſ 
but I never marry any one elſe.” } 
Upon this the two brothers conducted her.to their 0 


palace, whither the peacock was brought, artd carried 
to ker bed-chamber, for ſhe was mightily ennamoured 
of him. All the ladies who had not ſeen Roſetta, came 
to wait upon her, and made their court; when ſome 
brought her comfits, others ſugar-plumbs, othets robes 
of cloth of gold, others ribbons, others toys, others 
embroidered ſhoes, adorned with pearls and diamonds : 


every body gave her {mething to welcome her ab oad ; ca 

and ſhe was ſo very obliging, courtious, and thankful (or pa 
What ſhe had received at the hands of her viſitants, jel 
© that they all of them went away very well ſatisfied. the 
While was taken up with a great deal of company, ne 

the king and the prince endeavoured to find out the the 
King of the Peacocks, if there was any ſuch monarch to 


in the world, They thought it convenient to have their the 
** fiſter's picture drawn, to ſhew to the prince with the coc 

broad tail, if they ſhould happen to light upon him: I lin 
d od it was indeed drawn fo beautifully, that it wanted IF his 
pPeech only to be as lovely as the original. When that WW F 
was done, the two brothers told the princeſs, that ſince b 
* the would marry nobody but the King of the Peacocks, t. 
Et they would go together all over the world in ſearch-of b 

E = If we find him, we will bring him fo you with p 
joy; in the mean time do you take care of 6ur kingdom con. 
till we return. 
Roſetta thanked them for the trouble thick? took for Wh: 
her fake, and aſſured them ſhe would carefully govern 


| | the INIT in their abſence ; during which all 7 2 
18 ight; 


— 


Tur SToRy of Princess RoszrrA. 77 


light would he in the lovely Peacock in her chamber, 
and the tricks of the little Fretillion, So they bade 
eachother adiev, not without ſome ſhowers of tears at 
parting, 

As they ſaid, they did : theking and prince rambled 
| up and down, aſking every where for the King cf the 
Peacocks : nobody knew him, They went 15 far, ſo 
very far, that nobody ever went farther. 

They arrived at the kingdom of Locuſts, and never 
ſaw the like be!ore, there was ſuch buzzing, that his ma- 
jeſty was afraid of lofing his hearing, He aſked one 
of them, who looked to be a locuſt of parts, if he could 
tell where he might find the King of the Peacocks?— 
Sir, (replied the inſect) his kingdom is thirty thouſand 
leagues off: you have gone out of your way to it.“ 
le How do you know that ? (ſays the king) Oh, fir, 


es (quoth the Locuſt) we know you very well, for we 
13 come every year to ſpend twoor three months in your 
: * gardens,” Immediately the king and his brother be- 
+ came acquainted with the Locuſt, and many civil things 


or paſſed between them. They dined together, and his ma- 
te, jeſty and highneſs took delight in viewing the curioſities of 
d, the country, where the leaſt leafon a tree was worth a gui- 
Vs nea, When they had been kindly treated by the hoſt, 
he they proceeded on their journey; and knowing the way 
ch to the place they were bound to, it was not long before 
eir they arrived at it. The trees were all loaded with Pea- 
the W cocks, and the number of them ſo great, that their chuck- 
n : ling might be heard two leagues off. Says the king td 
ted bis brother, © If the King of the Peacocks ſhould” be a 


hat Peacock himſelf, how can our ſiſter pretend to have " -M 
noe || © bim ſor a huſband F we ſhould be made to conſent $f 


ks, to it; and what a fine alliance will ſhe engage us in? 
rer © belides, what an honour it will be to us to hade & little 
vith . Pea chicken for our nephew! The prince was as mach 
om WW tncerned about it as the king. It is a wretched fans 

of her's (quoth he) who could pat it into her head, 

Mat there was ſuch a creature upon the earth as ths 

King of the Peacocks? When they arrived at the ca- 

pal city they ſaw that it was full of men and W | 
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but that their clI»thes were all made of Peacocks ſeathers 
which they met with wherever they came. They fcund 
the king taking the air in a rich little coach of gold and 
diamonds, This monarch was 10 handſome, tlat the 
king and prince were charmed with him. His hair 
was fair, curlei and long; his complexion fair alſo; 
and on his head he wore 2 crown made of a peacock's 
tail. When he eſpied them, he imagined by their dreſs 
that they were ſtrangers ; and to inform himſelf concer- 
ing them, ſtopped his coach, and ordered them to be 
called to him. 

The king and prince approached him, made him a 
very low bow, ſaying, Sir, we are come from a far chun— 
try, to ſhew to you a lovely picture: and then pulled 
out that of their ſiſter, which they carried in a caſe.— 
When the King of the Peacocks ſaw it, I do not believe 
(ſaid he) * there is ſo beautiful a lady in the univerſe. 
The king anſwered, * She is a hundred times handſomer 
than her picture. You banter me (quoth the mo- 
* narch of the hne tailed nation.) The prince then 
took his brother's part. Sir (ſaid he) my brother is a 
king as well as yourſelf ; he is called the king, and | am 
called the prince; our filter, whoſe picture you fee 
here, is named Roſetta, We are come to aſk you if 
you wilt marry her: ſhe is handſome and dilcreet, 
© and we will give you with her a buſhel of crowns of 
* gold. Say you ſo (quoth the King of the Peacocks) 
I will mariy her with all my heart: but be you ſhure 
that ſhe is s handſome as her picture, for otherwiſe 
vou ſhall be both put to death.” Agreed (replied Ro- 
« ſetta's two brothers.“) * Then here (ſays the king to 
the captain of his guards) put theſe two perſons into 
* priſon ;they ſhall remain there till the princeſs arrives, 
The princes obeyed, without making any difficulty of 
it, for they knew Roſetta was handſomer than her por- 
trait. | | * 

During their confinement they were treated. to 1 
wonder: the king came oſten to viſit them, and hung 
Roſetta's picture up in his palace, being ſo enamoured 
with it, that he could not ſleep night nor daß, We image 
- p * 6 of 
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of the fair lady running always in his mind. The king 
and the prince wrote from their priſon to the princeſs 
by the poſt, to come away with all ſpeed, for the King 
of the Peacocks expected her. They did not let her 
know they were priſoners, for ſear of troubling her too 
much. 

When ſhe received the letter, ſhe was ſo overjoyed 
ſhe could haidly contain herſelf. She told every body 
ſhe met, the King of the Peicocks was found, and ſhe 
was to marry him. Bontires were preſenly lighted 
through all the city : the cannon diſcharged ; the choiſeſt 
viands and ſweet-meats were devoured by cart loads; 
and the princefs for three days kept open houſe, treating 
all her gueſts with the richeſt wines. After which ihe 
beſtowed her fine babics on her beſt friends, and, com- 
mitting the government to the oldeſt and wiſeſt perſons 
of the city, recommending to them to have a care of 
the ſtate, tg ſpend nothing, but to ſave all they could for 
the king ; pack 15 up her baggage, and departed, leaving 
her n belßeid her, having given the regents a ſtrict 
charge to b caFeful of him. Her dog Fretrillion, her 
nurſe, and foſter-fiſter, were the only companions of 
her voyage, ſor ſhe went by ſea. She carried with her 
the buſhel of crowns of gold that were to be her portion, 
and change of ſuits fufficient to laſt her ten years, at 
two ſuits a day. She did nothing but ſing and dance: 
and her nurſe was always inquiring of the maſter of the 
veſſel, whether they were not come near the kingdom 
of the Peacocks ? he ſtill anſwered, * No, no.“ She aſked 
him till, * Are we now come ?“ © Havyea little patience. 
good woman (quuth the tar) we ſhall arrive in good 
time.“ * Are we come now? (fays he nurſe again.“) 
Ves, you are come (replied the mariner,”*) And when 
he had ſaid it, ſhe drew up near him, ſeated herſelf 
down by him, and ſpoke to him thus: It is now in thy 

* power. to make thyſelf as rich as thou pleaſeſt ; do as 

'I have thee, and thou ſhalt have as much money 
' 28 wilt.“ He anſwered, * What muſt I do for 
will give thee thy pocket ſull of guineas ( quoth 

71 you ſo, ſays the mariner, I deſire no better 
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blow of the fall; but what was happy for her, the feathers 
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* ſport ; let us finger them as ſoon as you pleaſe', The MW 
nurie went on, What [require of you in return is, that 


this night, when the princeſs is a ſleep, thou wilt help me : 
to throw her into the ſea ; when the is drowned, I ſ 
will dreſs my daughter up in her cloaths, and we wil! b 
carry her to the King of the Peacocks, who will marry 1 
* her; and for thy reward thou ſhalt have a diamond li 
+ bracelet, | th 

The mariner was ſurpriſed at the nurſe's cruel propo- MW (© 
ſal. It is a pity (laid he) to drown ſuch a fair prin- fi) 
* ceſs.” But the wicked woman cured his ſcruples with T 
a bottle or two of wine, and he agreed to ſerve her. go 


About midnight, the princeſs being faſt a {leep, with 
her little dog Fretrillion by her, the nurſe went to the 
mariner, and made him enter Roſetta's cabin: They 
took her up, bed and all, and threw her into the ſea, 
her foſter-tiiter lending her helping hand, The prin- 
ceſs did not wake with the ſtir they made, nor with the 


of her bed were pho>nix's, which are very rare, and 
have that good quality, they never fink, ſo Roſetta 
ſwam upon her bed as ſafely, and as much at her ealc, 
as if ſhe had been in the vetlel. The water by degrees 
however wetted the matting firſt, and then the bed and 
blankets, The princeſs feeling the wet about her, 
was at firſt a little alarmed, but was quickly recovered, 

Her turning herſelf from one (ide to the other waked 
Fretillion, who had an excellent noſe, and ſmelt the ſoles 
and founders that were near him: He fell a barking, ſo 
that it waked all the other fiſh, who began to ſwim 
about them. The great fiſh ran their heads agaioſt the 
princels's bed, which being faſtened to nothing, was 
tolſed to and ſrolike a ſhuttle-cock. My lady wondered 
what was the matter. How, (ſays the) does our vel- 
6. fel dance ſo upon the water? I never lay ſo unealy 
* in my life as I have done to night.“ Fretillion in 
the mean while barked at the fiſh ſo loudly, that the 
nurſe and mariner heard him. That rogue of a dq; 
(ſaid the) is, I warrant ye, drinking our health 
with his miſtreſs; let us not mind them, but make 
-t 
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+ to port as faſt as we can: And it was not long before 
they arrived at the King of the Peacock's capital, 

The. monarch ordered a hundred coaches, drawn by 
all forts of rare beaſts to meet the princeſs at the ſea 
ſide, Some were drawn by lions, ſome by bears, ſome 

| by ſtags, wolves, horſes, oxen, aſſes, eagles, and peacocks, 
| The coach which Roſetta was to ride in, was drawn by 
ix blue monkeys, who capered and danced, and played a 
thouſand pretty tricks: Their harneſs was made of crim- 
ſon velvet, with plates of gold. The king commanded 
lixty young virgins to wait upon her at her arrival, 
They were dieſſed in all ſorts of colours; and tilver and 
gold were the leaſt things about them, 

The nurſe had taken agreat dealof pains to ſet off her 
daughter; ſhe dreſſed her head with Roſetta's diamonds, 
and clothed her in her fineſt robes. But with all her 
finery ſhe was exceeding ugly: Her hair was black and 
greaſy ; her eyes ſquinted ; ſhe was hump-backed, and 
of ſuch an ill humour, that ſhe was always a ſcolding, 

When the King of the Peacock's ſervant ſaw her come 
out of the veſſel, they were ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſh- 
ment. Who is here (quoth ſhe) What, are you all 
' faſt a fleep ? Go, go, ye raſcals, fetch me ſomething 
' to cat, or I will have you all hanged,” They were 
ſtartled at her threats, and ſaid one to another, * What 
' filthy beaſt is come amongſt us ; ſhe is as ill natured 
' as ſhe is ugly: Our king is finely helped up in a wife: 
' there was no need of ſending to the end of the world 
for ſuch a lady as this is.” The preteaded princeſs 


pan her attendants with her tongue and fiſt, , 

Her equipage being very great, ſhe could not go faſt 
png. She lolled in her coach like a queen; but the 
eacocks, who had poſted themſelves on the trees there- 
Mutes, to ſalute her, as ſhe paſſed by, intending to 
ome her with ſhouts of Long live the fair queen 
Roſetta,' when they ſaw this fair creature, cried out, 
Ne, fie, how ugly the is! The jade, enraged at them 
Per guards kill thoſe xaſcally peacocks; dare they, 
nt and rail at maths geacocks Winged at her and 


avay. 
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The rogue of a mariner, who ſaw what paſſed, whiſ- e 


peted the nurſe, * Mother we are in a forry condition: 9 
* your daughter ſhould have been a little handſomer. w/ 
She replied, * Hold your tongue, vou blockhead, or you (2 
* will ſpoil all. . 

The king receiving intimation that the princeſs ap- 1 
proached ; Well ſaid he to his courtiers, have the tuo e. 


* brothers told me truth? is ſhe handſomer than her W 
picture. They anſwered, * It were to be wiſhed, fir, I ;-1 
that ſhe would prove os handſome.” I defire no 
more, ſays the king; let us go and fee what ſhe is 
for by this time the mock princeſs and her train were 
arrived in the great court in the palace, and the noiſe 
was ſuch, that he could not diſtinguiſh what they faid, 
only he could hear ſome of the crowd that were neaieſ 
to him cry. Out upon het, how ugly ſhe is!“ The king 
thought they ſpoke ii of ſome dwart or monkey that the 
had brought along with her, for he could not imagine 
that it was ſhe herſelf they ſaid this of, 

Roſetta's picture was carried before the king at the 
end of along ſtaff, and his majeſty followed it gravely 
with his barons, his peacocks, and the ambaſſadors of W' m 
the ſeveral kingdoms reſident in his court, The king a 
was very impatient to {ee his dear Roſetta ; but when te MW v 
ſaw her ladyſhip, it was feared he would drop down Won 
dead in the place: He fell in the moſt terrible paihon Nin 
that ever was ſeen ; tore his garments, and would not Mike; 
come near her, being afraid of her as if ſhe had been Meng 
a fiend, and not a human creature. the 

Have theſe two villains, whom I have in priſon nick 
(laid he) had the impudence to make a jeſt of me 
and propoſe a baboon to me for a wife ? they hall 
© die; go take that gipſey, her nurſe, and he that 
brought them, throw them into the dungeon in 
© great tower ; I will make examples of them all,” 

n the mean time, the king and his brother, who were 
Heart, hearing their fiſter was arrived, and was 18d 
ng her public entry, had dreſſed themſelves as he 
tiey could to receive her: but, inſtead of opening 
priſon doors to fet them at liberty, the gaoler came will 
* .*, Hye 
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wenty ſoldiers, and caried them down into a dark 
dungeon, which was full of naſtineſs and vermin, and 
where they ſtood up to their necks in water. Nothing 
an be imagined more dreadful to perſonsof their rank. 
Alas (ſaid they to each other) it is an unhappy wed- 
ding day to us! What could be the cauſe of their ſuſ- 
ſerives they could not conceive, only they faw their 
death was reſolved on, and weie both in a moſt deplo- 
table ſtate of deſpair, Three days paſt over their heads, 
ad they heard no tidings cf any thing. At laſt the 
King of the Peacocks came, and railed at them thro' a 
hole, You have uſurped the title of king and prince 
ta deceive me, and impoſe your ſiſter on me; but ycu 
at all a company of raſcals, who do not deſerve the 
mater you drink: I ſhall take a courſe with you: 
your judges are preparing {or your trial, and the rope 
making that is to E you. * King of the Peacocks, 
replied the king in a rage) do not make ſo much haſte, 
you may repent it one time or other: Iam a king 
the U 2s well as ycurfeit ; I have a large kingdom royal 
ly W' robes, crowns and money in good ſtore, You are. 
; of W' merry ſure, when you talk of hanging us: have we 
ing ſtolen any thing ſrom you ? 4 
1 be W When the king heard him ſpeak with ſo muck reſolu- 


own Jon, he could not tell what to do: he had almoſt a N 7 


ſſion wind to releaſe them, and ſend them home with their 
| not Hier; but one of his favourites (a true court flatterer} 
been Wenfirmed him in his dgign to have them tied up 
therwiſe, hc ſaid, everySody would ſcorn him, to be. 

nilon Miricke4 by ſuch forty fellows. He then ſwore he would 
weßgever forgive them, and ordered that they ſhould be 
nal vought to a trial ; whigh did not laſt long, for there 
thai no need of much the portrait of the real Ro- 
n ufs produced, as allo the perſon of the counterſeit. 
impoſture was plain: fo the two princes were con- 
Mie to be beheaded as cheats, for having promiſed 
Eng a beautiful princeſs, and inſtead of ſuch a one, 
ented him with an ugly wench, hardly fit for his 
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The judges went in great ſolemnity to the priſon, to 
b the princes ſentence; who cried out, they 
ad not put any trick upon him; that their filter was 
a princels, and as bright as the day; that there muſt be 
ſome miſtake in the matter ; and delired reſpite of execu- 
tion for ſeven days, in which time their innocence might he 
made appear. The King of the Peacocks, who was 
mightily enraged at them, could hardly be perſuaded 
to favour them ſo far; but at laſt he was prevailed with 

to ſpare their lives ſo long. : 
hile things went on thus at court, the poor princess 
Roſetta was in a miſerable condition. As ſoon us day 
broke, ſhe was amazed to find herſelf in the middle of 
the ſea, and Fretillion in no leſs amazement than hie 
miſtreſs. She wept, and weptas if ſhe meant to {wall 
the ocean with her tears. The fiſh who beheld them 
pitied the ſorowſul princeſs. She knew not what to do, 
nor what to think. * Certainly (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) ] 
* was flung here by the King of the Peacock's order ; 
* herepents of marrying me, and to get rid of me would 
* have me drowned. He is a ſtrange ſort of a man 
* ſurely, for I ſhould have loved him ſo well, and we 
__ * ſhould have lived ſo comfortably together ?, She then 
= Fell a weeping again more than ever, for ſhe could no: 

oi Pp loving him. 

Too days ſhe remained floating upon the fea, ſoaked 
Ro the very bone, numbed with cold, and almoſt ready 
0 give up the ghoſt; and igdeed, had it not been for 
the company of her Fretillio.ſhe had died a hundred 
times in thoſe two days, if it had been poſſible. She 
was very hungry; but ſhe took up oyſters as many 28 
ſhe could, and ſwallowed, them. Fretillion did not 
love them, yet as he muſt e or ſtarve, it brought 
his ſtomach too a little. When night came, Roſetta's 
fears increaſed ; and quoth ſhe to her dog, © Bark, Fre- 
tillion, leaſt the fiſh eat us.” He barked all night, 
and the current drove the princeſs's bed on ſhore, near 
an old man's houſe, who lived alone in a little cottage, 
where nobody ever came tog him. He was very poor, 


and did not mind worldly Wa, provided he had — 
12 28 21 
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83 
od ſuſtenance. When he heard Fretrillion bark he was 
ey Werpriſed, and could not tell whether he was awake or 
„ep, there being no dogs in his neighbourhood, —He 
be nigine d that ſome travellers were got out of their way, 
u- d came out of his hat with a charitable intention to 
be Wt them into it. Ona ſudden he eſpied the princeſs 
as Wd Fretrillion ſwimming on the fea ; and the princeſs 
ed Wing him, held up her hand, crying out. Help me 
th WF father, or we ſhall periſh : I have languiſhed already 
theſe two days.“ 
e's MW When he heard her make that pitiful moan, he was 
ly Wuched to the heart with compaſſion, ran into his houſe 
» of Wh fetch out a long pole with a crook at the end, to pull 
10 te bed aſhore, and went into the ſea up to his chin to 
rel ber out, which, not without much danger and difk- 
r, he effected. Roſetta and Fretrillion both rejoiced 
do, Nen they ſet foot on dry ground. She thanked the 
ia man for aſſiſting her, and wrapped herſelf up in 
et: r coverlid : then, barefoot as ſhe was, ſhe walked to 
111d Ws cottage, where he lighted a fire of dry leaves, and 
nan Wok his late wife's bed-gown, with ſome clean ſhoes and 
| we Wockings, to clothe the princeſs ; who, thus dreſſed like 


allion leaped about to divert her. 


by 
* 7 4 


dred BW 4% ſo ſerviceable and ſo tte. 

She Whſetta, who ſo muck had ſuffered, ſpar'd 

y 3 Wl: traitors, fearful of thetr crime's reward, — 
* rn ye, who have been injur'dy to forgive 1 


her, and to reſtrain your vengeance ſtrive : 
tide: that fortune, now your friend, may change, 
WW grea'er to forgive, than to revenge. | 


jight, | 
hey The good old-man perceived that Roſetta was a lady 
poo, quality, for the coverlid gf her bed was cloth of gold 


Wilver, and her quilt Matin. He begged her to 
Whit” her adventures, and promiſed not to ſay * | 
5 6 N 
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then WW country girl, looked as fair as the morning, and Fre- 
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word, if ſhe exacted ſilence ſrom him. To fatisſy him 
ſhe told him the whole ſtory from one end to the other 
ending her relation with tears; for ſhe ſtill believed th: 
the king of the Peacocks had ordered her to be drowne!d 
* What ſhall I get for you, that you may eat? (que! 
the old man) ſogreat a princeſs as you muſt have bee 
© muſt have been uſed to dainties; and as for me, 
have nothing but my brown bread and turnips, whic 
will be but a ſorry meal for your highneſs; if vo 
« wwuld give me leave J will go and tell the King of thi 
*  Pezcocks that you ate here; for certainly, as ſoon x 
he ſees you, he will marry vu.“ Ah! (replied R 
ſetta) he is a rogue, he would have me drowned ; bu 
* if you havea little baſket, tie it about my dog's nec 
* and he will be more unfortunate than ever I kne 
him, if he does not fetch us ſome proviſicns.” Th 
old man brought out a baſket, and gave it the princeſW*** 


is who tied it about Fretillion's neck, ſaying, * Go, {irahM® bi 

= to the beſt pot in the city, ad bring me what is in it MW" © 

Fretillion ran to the town, and the king's pet being Het 
beſt, went itrait to the kitchen royal, opened the pot de 

* and took out what was within it, and returned to þ bouf 

dreh. Koſetta patted him on the back, and bad Kin 

j 8 m go back and do his office again. Fretillion retut boil 


( fecond time, fo loaded with bread and win 
 . fruits and fwcct-meats, that he could hardly lug tber 
long. When the King of hc Peacocks called for h 
_—_ ' dinner the cok examining he pot which wos ov 
the fire, found there was nothing in it, and the dele: 

was allo miſhng. The ſervants of the houſehold ſtare 
upon one another, and could not guels how 1t was gent 
The King fel! into a violent. paſſion : however, he w: 
forced? to go without his dinner, Well, (ſaid he) l 
me have ſomething roaſted for ſupper, or ycu ſha 
pay ſor it ſeverely.” Supper-time being come, 15 
the princeſs to Fretillion, Go to town, and fetch 1 
the beſt thing ont of the beſt kitchen there The d 


= 


4 
* 


who bad been taught to ſetch and carry, did as bie mA” 
trels commanded him; anpoving no kitchen bet 
than the king's, went thither, Entered it ſoſtly, apd ve 


dewtrout 


* 
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gextrouſly carried off the roaſt meat. He returned FA 
the princels with his baſket full; and ſhe commanding 
jim again to do his office, he wens to the palace again, 
ind brought away the deſert a ſecond time. 

The King having no dinner, had a good ſtomach to 
is ſupper, and ordered it to be ready early; but there 
4s nothing for him, which threw him into a greater 
nge than before. He raved and ſtormed, but all to no 
prpole; the roaſted meat was gone, and he was com- 
jelled to go to bed ſupperleſs. He was ſerved the ſame 
rick the next day at dinner and ſupper: ſo that his 
majeſty lived three days without eating vr drinking : 
for whenever he ſat down, the meat was always miſ⸗ 
ing. The chief favourite and miniſter, who was con- 
erned for the health of the King, hid himſelf in a little 
{ner of the kitchen, and kept his eye upon the pot that 
ws over the fire. He had not ſtaye4 there long, before, 
o his great ſurpriſe, he ſaw a little green dog with one 
ar enter ſoftly, open the pot, take out the meat, and 
put it into his baſket , he followed, to ſee where he went; 
the dog ran directly to his miſtreſs at the old man's 
boufe. The favourite returned to court, and told the 
dad ling what be had ſeen, and that both his roaſt meat and 
etul viled meat was every day carried to a pu peaſant's 

wuſe. The King was amazed at it, and commanded 


0 * 
he country man to be brought before him. The prime 
iniſter took ſome ſerjeants with him, and away they 
went to the peaſant's houle, where they found the prin- 
eſs and the man at dinner, eating his majeſtys 


6 o 
* . 
- 


* 


boiled and roaſt very contentedly. The favourite bade 

ene ſerjeunts apprehend them: ſo Roſetta, the old mon 
d- ede Fretiliion, were bound and led away to the pa lac 2 
e) 1 When they arrived there, w: rd was brought to the” 
(Wing; who anſwered, to-morrow is the laſt day that 
„e two cheats have to live ; let the thief who robbed - 


of juſtice to try the criminals ; the old man fell 
bon his knees, and promiſed to conſeſs all, if he would 
Fre his liſe. While he was ſpe:king the king looked 
pon the fair princeſs, and pitied her when be ſaw 


reh 


ee, whom the wicked nurſe and mariner 


e of my dinner die with them. He then entered the 


wt when the old man declared that ſhe was the 


— 
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had thrown into the ſea: though the King was ſaint e. 
F nough with three days faſting, he gave three leaps for 
joy, that ſhewed his majeſty could cut a caper with the 
| nimbleſt of them, He ran to the princeſs, unbound 
her, embraced her, and ſaid he loved her dearly. 
4 He preſently gave orders to bring forth the princes 
who imagined it was to their execution, held down their 
| heads like condemned men. The nurſe and her daught r 
were alſo ſent for. When they all met together, they 
all knew one another. The princeſs threw her arms 
about her brothers necks: the nurſe and mariner begged 
pardon upon their knees. The king and the princeſs 
were ſo overjoyed, that they forgave them. The good 
old countryman was liberally rewarded, and had an 
apartment in the palace, where he lived all his life-time 
afterwards. The King of the Peacocks did his utmoſt 
to make the princes amends for their ſufferings. The 
= nurſe riſtored Roſetta her rich robes and the buſhel of 
crowns of gold. The nuptial feſtival laſted fifteen days; 
every one was pleaſed, not excepting even Fretillion, 
who would eat nothing for the future but the wings of 


p  partridges. 


CARS. | THE MORAL 
2 5 | 4 Sc 
en is our guard, and innocence its care, 
+ Nor need the juſt the worſt of dangers fear; 
© Arpitics the defenccleſs virgin's grief, 
And ſends ber, when ſhe calls, help and relief ; 
t arms the ſureſt ſuccour and the belt, F 


— 7 
© 


> Delivers and revenges the diſtreſs'd. 


When fair Roſctta on the waves was toſt, 

=: What hope had ſhe to reach the diſtant coalt ? 
Woo that had heard the billows round her roar 
Could think ſhe ever could have gain'd the ſhore ? 
Who would not have believ'd her lovely fleſh 
Would be ſome hungry whale's delicious diſh ? 


Soft pity muſt have melted all his frame, 
To view the dangers of the floating dame. 
E  Heay'n heard her cries, or ſoon ſhe'd been a prey 
Io death and the fell monſters of the {ca. n | 
& His part her little dog Fretilliog play 'd, * 1 
. Who ſnapt the finny toes to lave 1 1 A 
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CURIOUS STORY 


OF THE l 
8 WHITE MOUSE. 4 
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N the kingdom of Bonbobbin, which, by the Chinefe = 
: | annals appears to have flouriſhed twenty thouſand = 
if {e's ago, there reigned a prince, endowed with every Mt 
rompliſhment which generally diſtinguiſhes the ſons 
kings. H beauty was brighter than the ſun. The 
m, to which he was nearly related, would ſometimes 
pp his courſe, in order to look down and admire him. 
His mind was not leſs perfect than his body; be knew 
| things without having ever read; philoſophers, poets,” |; 
nd hiſtorians ſubmitted their works to his deci ion; 4h 
id ſo penetrating was he, that he could tell the merit 
{a book, by looking on the cover. He made epick 
ems, tragedies, and paſtorals, with ien facilitF ; 281 
Ing, epigram or rebus, was all one to him; though, it 
obſerved he could never finiſh an acroſtick; In HO, 
fury” who precided at his birth, had endowed him 


almoſt every perfeRion, or what was juſt the fam, 1h 
lubzects were ready to acknowledge he poſſeſſed them ee 
and, for his own part, he knew nothing to the c £418 
by. A prince fo 2ccompliſhed,, received a mam ab 1 1 
eto his merit: and he was called Bonbebiibticnk > - - 4108 
= E e 
. | | vet 11 


1 
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bin-bonbobbinet, which ſignifies enlightener of the ſu; 


As he was very powerſul, and yet unmarried, all hi e 
.,- neighbouring kings earneſtly ſought his alliance. Eac tb. 
ſent his daughter, dreſſed out in the moſt magnifice; ere 
manner, and with the moſt ſumptuous retinue ima - l 
nmable, in order to allure the prince ; ſo that, at one time bett 
there were ſeen at his court, not leſs than ſeven hundtel dra 
foreign prineeſſes, of exquiſite ſentiment and beauty] Wer 
each alone ſufficient to make ſeven hundred ordinal **P 
men happy. | ved 
Diſtracted in ſuch a variety, the generous Bonbenir whi 
had he not been cbliged by the laws of the empire: and 

make choice of one, would very willingly have marric oy 
them all, for none underſtood gallanuy better. Hes 
ſpent numberleſs hours of ſolicitude, in enace voyrin fore 

to determine whom he ſhould chuſe: one lady was il 
ſeſſed of every perfection, but he diſliked her ey 21 
- brows; another was brighter than the morning ſta mot 
4 but be diſapproved of her ſong whang ; a tbird did nM * fa 
* lay white enough on her cheeks: and the ſourth did n I 
” __ ſufficiently blacken her nails. At laſt, after number p 
& © diſappeintments on the one {ide and the other. f Part 
choice of the incomparable Nanhoa, que; oi tic ical V25 
_E dra gons. ceſs 
The preparations for the royal nuptials, or the en but 
ohe — ladies, needs no deſcription ; bc lind 


ie one and the other were as great as they could be 
I The beautiful princeſs was conducted, amidſt admir: 
f multitudes to the royal couch, where, after being div 
4 ted of every incumbering ornament, he came m 
chearſul than the morning; and, printing on her lip! 
k burning kiſs, the attendants took this as a proper ſig 
to, withdraw. 
Pethaps I ought to have mentioned, in the beginnit 
that among ſeveral other qualifications, the prince 
fond oſ collecting and breeding mice, which being a ba 
1 leſs paſtime, none of his councellors thought prope 
Aiſſuade him from; he therefore kept a great variety 
| _ thele pretty little animals, in the moſt beautiful ci 25 
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n enriched with diamonds, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and 
other precious ſtones ; thus he innocently ſpent four hours 
each day in contemplating their innccent little paſtimes. 
But, to proceed — The brit ce and princeſs were now 
retired to repoſe ; and though night and ſecrecy had 
drawn the curtain, yet delicacy retarded thoſe enjoy- 
ments which paſſion preſented to their view. The prince 
"WW happened to look towards the outſide of the bed, percei- 
ved one of the moſt beautiful animals in the world, a 
white mouſe with green eyes, playing about the floor, 
and performing a hundred 7 tricks. He was alrea- 
dy maſter of blue mice, red mice, and mice with green 
eyes, was what he long endeavoured to poſſeſs: where- 
fore, leaping from bed, with the utmoſt impatience and 
2gility, the youthful prince attempted to ſeize the little 
+M charmer; but it was fled in a moment; for, alas! the 
mouſe was ſent by a diſcontented princeſs, and was itſelf 
a fairy. 


part of the room, even the bed where the princeſs lay 
was not exempt from the inquiry: he turned the prin- 
ceſs on one {ide and the other, ſtripped her quite naked, 
but no mouſe was to be found ; the princeſs herſelf was 


tind enough to aſſiſt, but ſtiil to no purpoſe, -. | 
85 Alas, (cried the young prince in an agony) bob un- 
happy am I to be thus diſappointed? "never fure was 


kingdom and my princeſs to bim that would find it.” 
The princeſs, though nct much pleaſed with the. latter 


ſhe could: ſhe let him know that he had a hundied mice 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the agony of the prince 5 
upon this occaſion, He ſought round and round every 


' ſo beautiful an animal ſeen ; I would give half my 


part of his offer, endeavoured to coinfort him as well as 


already, which ought to be at leaſt ſufficient to ſatisfy 
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repoſe : but till the prince continued inconſolable: 
and, regarded her with a ſtern air, for which his ſamily 
was remarkable; he vowed never to ſleep in a royal pa- 
lace or indulge himſelf in the innocent pleaſures of 
matrimony, till he had found the mouſe with the green 
eyes. 

When morning came, he publiſhed an edict, offering 
half his kingdom, and his princeſs, to that perſon who 
ſhould catch and bring him the white mouſe with green 
eyes. 

The edict was ſcarcely publiſhed, when all the trags 
in the kingdom were baited with cheeſe : number less 
mice were taken and deſtroyed : but {till the much wiſh- 
ed for mouſe was not among the number. The privy 
council were aſſembled more than ance to give their ad- 
vice; but all their deliberations came to nothing ; even 
tho“ there were two complete vermin killers, and three 
profeſſed rat-catchers of the number. Frequent ad- 
drefles, as is uſual on extraordinary occaſions, were ſent 
from all parts of the empire; but though theſe promiſed 
well, though in them he received an aſſurance, that his 
faithful ſubjects would aſſiſt in his ſearch, with their 
lives and fortunes, yet, with all their loyalty they ſailed, 
when the time came that the mouſe was to be caught.— 

The prince, therefore, was reſolved to go himſelf in 
ſearch, determined never to lay two nights in one place, 
till he had found what he ſought for. "Thus quitting 
his palace, without attendants, he ſet out upon his jour: 
new, and travelled through many a deſert, and croſſed 
many a river, high over hills, and down among vales, 
ſtill reſtleſs, ſill inquiring wherever he came: but no 
white, mouſe was to be found. - 

As one day, fatigued with his journey, he was ſha- 
ding himſelf, from the heat of the mid-day fun, under 
the arching branches of a banana tree, meditating on the 
object of his purſuit, he perceived an old woman hideout 
ly deformed, approaching him: by her ſtoyp and the 
wrinkles of her viſage, ſhe ſeemed at leaſt five hundred 
years old; and the ſpotted toad was not more. freckled 
than was her ſkin. Ah ? prince Bonbenin-ban bobbins 

| * bonbobinet 


relle 
{etl 
ful 
fors 
1 hi: 
ery | 
and 
him 
ried 
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: W * bonbobinet (cried the creature) what has led you fo 
y MW © mary thouſand miles from your own kingdom ? 
i» WH * what is it you look for, and what induces you to travel 
of W * into the kingdom of the emmits ?* The prince, who 
a W was exceſſively complaiſant, told her the whole ſtory 

three times over, for ſhe was was hard of hearing. — 
2 WW * well faid the old fairy, (for ſuch ſhe was) I promiſe to 
10 WF * put you in poſſeſſion of the White Mouſe, with green 
n eyes, and that immediately too, upon one condition, 

© One condition (continued the prince in a rapture) 
s W * name a thouſarid ; I ſhall undergo them all with pleas 
15 W * ſure,” * Nay (interrupted the old fairy) I aſk but one, 
h- * and that not very mortifying neither; it is only that 
'} MW * you inſtantly conſent to marry me.“ It is impoſſible 

d- to expreſs the prince's confuſion at this demand: he 
en bored the mouſe, but he deteſted the bride ; be hefita- 
ce I ted; hedefired time to think on the propoſal. He would 
d- have been glad to conſult his friends on ſuch an occaſi- 
nt W on. Nay, nav, cxied the odious fairy, if you demur, 
cl IN * I retrat my promiſe ; Ido not delire to force my fa- 
us vors on any man. Here, you my attendant, (cried 
the, ſtamping with her foot) let my machine bedrivenup ; 
d, * Barbacela, queen of Erumets, is not uſed to contemp- 
— i tuous treatment.“ She had no ſconer ſpoken than 
in W her fiery chariot appeared in the air, drawn by two 
ce, ſnails; and ſhe was juſt going to ſtep in, when the prince 
ng reflected, that now or never was the time to be in poſ- 
ur. ſetlion of the white mouſe ; and quite forgetting his laws 
ful princeſs, Nanhoa, falling on his knees, he implored 
es, | forgiveneſs for having raſhly rejected ſo much beauty. 
no This well-timed compliment inſtantly appeaſed the au- 

pry fairy. She affected an hideous leer of approbation, 

ha- and taking the young prince by the hand, conducted 
ler bim to a neighbouring church, where they were mar- 
ned together ina moment. As ſoon as the ceremony 
was perforinied, the prince who was to the laſt degree 
the © delirous of ſeeing his favourite mouſe, reminded the 
red W bride of her promiſe, * To confeſs a truth, my prince 
leg (cried the) 1 myſelf am that very white mouſe you ſaw 
ny *.o your wedding night in the royal apartment, 1 
1 E 3 no 
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* now therefore give you your choice, whether you would 
have me a moule by day, and a woman by nieht, or 
* a moufe by night, and a woman by day.” Though 
the 3 was an excellent caſuiſt, he was quite at a 
loſs how to determine; but at laſt thought it moſt pru- 
dent to have recourſe to a blue cat, that had followed 
him from his own dominions, and frequently amuſed 
bim with its converſation, and afliſted him with its ad. 
vice: in fat this cat was no other than the faithſul 
rome Nanhoa herſelf, who had ſhared with him al! 
is hardſhips in this diſguiſe, 
By her inſtructions he was determined in his choice; 
and, returning to the old fairy, prudently obſerved, 
that, as ſhe muſt have been ſenſible he had married her 
only for the ſake of what ſhe had, and not for her perſon- 
al qualifications, he thought it would, for ſeveral reaſons, 
be moſt convenient, if ſhe continued a woman by day, 
and appeared a mouſe by night. 
The old fairy was a good deal mortified at her huf- 
band's want of gallantry, though ſhe was reluctantly o- 
bliged to. comply: the day was therefore ſpent in the 
moſt polite amuſement, the gentlemen talked, the 
ladies laughed, and were angry. At laſt the happy night 
drew near; the blue cat till ſtuck by the ſide of its maſ- 
ter, and even followed him to the bridal apartment,— 
Barbacela entered the chamber, wearing a train fif- 
teen yards long, ſupported by porcupines, and all over 
beſet with jewels, which ſerved to render ber more detel- 
table. She was juſt ſtepping into bed to the prince, 
forgetting her promiſe, when he inſiſted upon ſeeing 
her in the ſhape ofa mouſe. She had promilted, and nc 
fairy. can break her word; wherefore aſſuming the t- 
gure _ moſt beautiful mouſe in the world, ſhe {kip- 
d arid played about with an infinity of amuſemen! 
= Ehe prince in an agony of rapture, was deſirous of fee: 
ing his pretty playijellow move a flow dance about th 
floor to his own. finging ; he began to ſing, and the 
* mouſe immediately to perform with the moſt perſect 
knowledge of time, and the fineſt grace and greateſt gra. 


long 
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vity imaginable; it only began, for Nanboa, who hade 
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ſong waited for the opportunity, in the ſhape of a cat, 
few upon it inſtantly, without remorſe, and eating it 
up in the hundredth part ofa moment, broke the charm, 
and then reſumed her natural figure. 

The prince now found that he had all along been un- 
der the power of enchantment ; that his paſſion for the 
White Mouſe was entirely fictious, and not the genuine 
complexion of his ſoul ; he now ſaw, that his carneſtneſs 
aſter mice was an illiberal amuſement, and much more 
becoming a rat-catcher than a prince. All his meanueſſes 
now ſtared him in the face; he begged the princels's 
pardon an hundred times, The princeſs very readily 
torgave him; and both returned to their palace in Ban- 
bobbin, lived very happily together, and reigned many 
years, with all that wiſdom, which by the ſtory, they 
appear to have been poſſeſſed of. Perfectly convinced 
dy their former abventures, that they who place their 
affections on trifles at firſt for amuſement, will find 
thoſe trifles at laſt become their moſt ſerious concern. 
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TT happened upon a time, there was a certain Ein 
1 and queen, who had ſeveral children, but hey a 


1 i 
Lied; and the king and queen were ſo mightily trou- 
Aa at it, that never any body could be more ſo. Their 
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coffers were all full, and they wanted only children tg 
leave their treaſures to, Five years were paſt ſince the 
queen had a child, and all the world believed ſhe would 
have no more, becauſe the afflicted herſelf too much 
for thoſe pretty princes which ſhe had buried, 

Bat at laſt ſhe was with child, and all her thoughts, 
night and day, were what ſhe ſhould do to preſerve the 
royal infant when it was born, what name ſhe ſhould 
give it, what clothes, what babies, and play-things pro- 
vide for it, 

Proclamation was made, and orders ſet up in all pla- 
ces, that the beſt nurſes in the kingdom ſhould come to 
court, that the queen might chuſe one out of them tg 
nurſe the expected baby. Immediately the good women 
came from all quarters: the court was full of nurſes, 
with their little children in their arms. The quern 
being one day walking to take the air in a neighbour- 
ing wood, 'and the king with her, ſhe ſat down to reſt 
herſelf, and faid to his majeſty, * Sir, pray give orders 
that all thoſe: nurſes be brought hither, that we may 
make choice of one of them, for all the cows we have 
vill not yield mitk enough to make pa p for the children 
© they have brought with them.“ Very well, my dear 
(replied the king') and ſtreight he commanded that the 
nurſes ſhould come to them. They accordingly came, 
one after ar other, and made each a fine courtly to their 
majeſties. Then they ſtood along in a row, and the 
king and queen ſurveyed them in general firſt, an 
#fterwards in particular: they examined their ſreſh 
complexions, their white teeth, aud their breaſt ſull of 
milk. Among'the reſt came an ugly jade, drawn in a 
weel-barrow, by two naſty dwarfs: ſhe was a cripple, 
and fo Crooked that her chin and knees almoſt met.— 
She had a great wen in her face? ſhe ſquinted, and her 
Mein was as black as ink: ſhe held ſomethingin her arms 
like a little ivfant monkey, to which ſhe gave ſuck, ard 
ſpake a jargon that nobody underſtood. She approach» 


ed their majeſties in her turn to offer her ſervice, but 


the queen bid her be gone; Get ye bence you — 
, — * Ded 
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beaſt! (quoth her majeſty ;) what put it into your head 
of ſuch a creature as thou art to come hither ? if thou 
+ doſt not get thee away inſtantly, I ſhall order thee to 
« be driven after another manner.” The beldam mut- 
tered to herſelf, and retreated co an old tree, where ſhe 
lay in a crevice of the trunk and ſaw all that paſſed. 
The queen thinking no more of her, choſe a handſome 
young woman to be her nurſe ; but as ſcon as ſhe had 
named her, a horrible fnake, which lay in the graſs, 
ſtung ber in the foot, and ſhe fell down as if ſhe had 
been dead. The queen was very forry for the accident, 
and made choice of another, She had no ſooner done it, 
but an eagle, which flew over the nurſe's kead with a 
huge turtle in her claws dropped it 01 the woman's 
bead, and broke it in pieces as it it had been glaſs. The 
queen was more concerned at this accident than the o- 
ther; yet ſhe choſe a third nurſe for the child that was to 
be born ; and this woman running too haſtily towards 
her, fell down againſt the ſtump of a tree, and truck 
her eye out. Alas! (ſays her majeſty) I ſee this is an 
' unfortunate day; I cannot pitch upon a nurſe, but 
preſently fome miſchiet comes to ber: let a ſurgeon 
be ſent for to look atter them.” 
her ſeat, and was returning to the palace, when ſhe 
heard ſomebody laugh aloud ; and turning back, ſhe 
eſpied the old de formed beldam behind her, like a ba, 
boon's mate with her youtig ape in 4 wheel-barrow, =». 
She laughed at the whole company, and at the queen 
in particular : which ſo enraged her majeſty, that ſhe 


would have fallen upon and beaten her, very much 


ſuſpecting that ſhe had been the cauſe of the miſchiefs 
hat had befallen the nurſes. ' But the jade ſtruck thrice 


with her wand, and the dwarfs were immediately chan- 


ped into dragons, the weel-barrow into a chariot of fire, 
and away ſhe flew into the air, threatiiing What the 
would do to all of them, and making dreadful cries. — 
Alas, (faid the king) we are undone! it is the fairy 
Caraboſſa; the wretch has hated me ever ſince | was 
a little boy, for playing her a trick'8nce, and throwing 
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- « ſome drimſtone into her porridge: ſhe vowed to be 
revenged, and has from that time taken all opportuni- 
ties to exerciſe her vengeance upon me.” The queen 
_ wept, and replied, * Had I known who ſhe was, {ir, 

I had given her good words, and endeavoured to have 
* m de her my friend, This misfortune will certainly 
* bethe death of me.” When the king ſaw ſhe grieved 
"To much about it; he ſtrove to comfort her, though he 
wanted comfort himſelf. « Come, my dear (ſays the 
monarch) let us go and conſult our council upon the 
* matter,” He then took her by the arm, and held her 
up as ſhe walked home, ſor ſhe trembled Aftill at the 
thoughts of the danger ſhe was in from Caraboſſa's fe- 
venge. 
When their majeſties returned to their palace, they 
* ſummoned their chief counſellors to attend them in their 
chamber. The doors and windows were ſhut very cloſe 
that they might not be overheard ; and it was gravel 
_ reſolved, that all the fairics a thouſand leagues about 
* fhould be invited to the queen's labour. Courier 
were diſpatched, and very civil letters written to th 
Fairy ladies to deſire them to come to her majeſty's crying 
cout, and to keep the matter ſecret, for ſear Caraboll! 
mould hear of it, To fatisfy them Yor their trouble 
each of them was promiſed a waiſtcoat of blue velvet 
a petticoat of crimſon, ſome pink ſatin, ſlippers of thi 
fame colour, ſome gilded ſcifars, and a needle-caſe ful 
of fine needles. 
As oon as the meſſengers were departed, the quee: 
nd her maids ſet to work to provide the things tha 
ere promiſed to be given the fairies. She knew ſeve 
"ral, but there came only five. They arrived in! 
- very, moment that the queen was brought to bed of 
rinceſs. Ihe fairies would each give her 2 bleſſing 


infinite deal of wit; a third with a talent to fing adm 


| rably ; a forth with a genious to write well in wy 


| and verſe. As the fifth was going to ſpeak, tis 
beard a noiſe in the chimney like that of a gre 


one endowed her with perfect beauty; another with al 


| Kune falling down from the * of a liceple, and a | 
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boſſa appeared all over in a ſweat, crying out, And I 
oY + alſo endow this little creature; 


en 

lir, * Miſchief ſhe ſhall give and take 

* Jill her years doth twenty make.” 

niy 

ved The queen, who was in her bed, fell a weeping at 
he theſe words, and begged Caraboſſa to pity the, poor inno- 
the cent princeſs, All the fairies did the ſame; ſaying, 
ti Pray, ſiſter, uncharm her.” But the ugly wretch was 


inexorable, and would not be perſuaded to it. So the 
fifth fairy who had ſaid nothing, to make up the mat- 
ter, endowed her with a long and happy life, aſtef the 
time of Caraboſſa's curſe was expired. The beldam 
fairy did nothing but laugh at them, ſung ſome ſongs 
in contempt of them, and mounting her inviſible car, 
returned as ſhe came, through the chimney. All the 
liſters were in great conſternation : the poor queen was 
at death's door, ſo cloſe had Caraboſſa's wayward charms 
ſtruck her. However, ſhe gave the fairies what ſhe 
had promiſed them; and added ſome ribbons, of which 
they are very fond, The courtiers made much of them; 
and the oldeſt of them, when ſhe went away, adviſed 
the queen to let the princeſs be kept in ſome place or 
other till ſhe was twenty years old, where ſhe might be 
ſeen by none, except by her woman, who ſhould be com- 
manded to keep her locked up cloſely. Upon this the 


ac and no windows to it; with only a lamp burning within 
mn it, The way to it was through a valley, which ran a- 
eve 


Jong a league under ground. The nurſes and-gover- 
nants had cvery thing they wanted conveyed to them 


of dy this dark paſſage ; and every twenty paces there was 

in; rong door, and guards ſet to watch. The princeſs 

5 "= Ws called Verenata, becauſe the roſe and the lily joined 
m 


inthe colour of her complexion, which was as freſh and 
ir zs the face of the ſpring, As ſhe grew up ſhe became 
bs wowger in all the perfections with which, the fairies 
Dad endowed her. The moſt difficult ſciences were as 
en learned by her as the moſt eaſy; and the was ſo- 

x2 E 6 1 beautiſul 
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king ordered a tower to be built, cloſe and faſt at top,, * 
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beautiſul, and fo well ſhaped, that the king and queen 
| always wept for joy when they ſaw her. She begged 
| them ſometimes to ſtay with her, or to ſuffer her to go 
bout with them; for ſhe was tired, though ſhe could not 
tell why ; but they always excuſed themſelves. 
| Her nurſe, who had lived with her from the time of 
| her birth, and did not want wit, uſed to tell her what 
the world was, and ſhe preſently comprehended it as much 
2s if ſhe had ſeen it. The king faid to the queen, My dear, 
| |, *Carabofla will be deceived, and our Verenata will be hap- 
Pp in ſpite of all her predictions.” And the queen was 
extremely pleafed, to think how they ſhould baulk the 
| miſchievous fairy's malace. They had ordered Vere- 
| nata's picture to be drawn, and ſent feveral of thum to 
{ alf the courts they could think of: for the time of her 
| Telealement approached, and they refolved to marry her, 
ſhe being within four days of twenty years of age. The 
| 
| 
| 


cour tand city prepared rejoicings for the day of the prin- 
ceſs's liberty; and the public joy was increafed by news 
that king Merlin had deſired her in marriage for his 
ſon, Fanfarinet, Merlin's ambaſſador, arrived to de- 
mand her ; and her nurſe having repreſented that no- 
thing in the world was ſo fine as his entry would be, 
the princeſs longed paſſionately to fee it. How un- 
 * happy amlI(faid ſhe) to be locked up ina dark tower! 
2 I have never ſeen the heavens, the fun, nor ſtars, of 
| * which I have heard ſuch wonders: J have never ſeen 
© a horſe, an ape, or a lion, unleſs it be in painting. — 
| The king and queen told me I thovld come out when 
less twenty years old, but they only faid it to amuſe 
| me, that I may be patient. It is plain, I am deſti- 

* ned to perilb here, without having given offence to 
* any dne. She then wept 1o bitterly that ber eyes 
- Fyelled in her head: her nurſe, her foſter-liſter, her 
| dreſſer and rocker, and all her women who waited upon 
ber, loved her entirely, and wept as much as ſhe to {te 
her weep. » The whole company were almoſt drowned 


| in tears, and choaked with ftighs. Never was forrow ſo 


| complete. And . obſerved at they were 
| all mightily concern 
® ening 


F 


for her, took up à Knife, threats 
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threatening them, if they did not contrive ſome way or 
other for her ſeeing Fanfarinet's public entry, ſhe wo 1d 
ſtrike it to her heart. She added, neither the king or 
queen ſhould ever know it : conſider with yourſelves, 
had you rather I ſhould ſtat myſelf here, than give me 
the fatisfation I deſire of you ? at theſe words, the nurſe 
and the other attendant, broke out into tears, weeping 
and fighing ; ; and they reſolved they would get her an 
ny toſee Fanfarinet, or die in attempting it, — 

They conſulted the whole night how to bring it about, 
but could not think of the means to effect it. the prin- 
ceſs, who was eager to ſee the fight, animated them in 
their contfultations, by ſaying, Never tell me you 
* love me again; if you did, you would find out a way 
to oblige me in this one requeſt, I have read, that 
* love and friendſhip ſurmount all difficulties.” At laſt 
they came to a reſolution, to dig out a hole in the tower 
on that fide cf the city where Fanfarinet was to make 
his entry. They took down the princels's bed, and all 
of them were-employed night and day in the butimeſs 
they had undertaken. They firſt ſcraped of the plaĩſter, 
and_then took out the ſtones. They removed ſo many, 
that a little hole was at laſt made, not ſo big as the eye 
of a needle, through which the light appeared; and that 
was the firſt time ſhe ſaw it ; it dazzled her, andthe ga- 
zed at it continually . The women could not wider it; ſo 
ſhe was forced to be content with what they had done; 
and looking through it fometime, at laſt Fanfarinet came 
by at the head of a noble train. He was mounted on a 


fine horſe, which de nced to the found oftrumpets, and 


eurveted to a miracle. Before him marched ſix meth 
cians, play ing upon flutes, and ſix hauthoys, which anſi 
wered one another by echos; then followed trumpets and 
kettle drums. Fanfarinet had a coat on embrojdred 
with pearls: his plume was of carnation colour: he 
uld hardly be ſeen for ribbons and diamonds, which 


ere got fo rare in thoſe countries as in our's, king mer. 
lin havi 


In a word he 


hole chambers full of them. 


made 
* in the princeſs s eyes. She was b ſo ſtruck at the 
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102 Tut STORY of Paincess VERENATA. 


ſight, that ſhe no longer remained miſtreſs of herſelf ? 
and having thought of it a little, ſhe declared ſhe would 
never marry any man but Fanfarinet, for it was not 
likely that his maſter could be ſo amiable as he. She 
ſaid, her education had cured her of ambition, and it 
would be no hard matter for a princeſs, who had beer 
bred up in a dark tower, to retire with him to a country 
houſe, if they were driven to it: that ſhe had rather 
live apon bread and water with him, than have all the 
rarities in the world with another, In ſhort ſhe ſpoke 
ſo heartily, that her women began to be more alarmed 
| than ever, fearing what would be the effects of her paſſi- 
| | on. They repreſented to her the injury ſhe would do 
| her own rank, co match with one of his. But their talk 
| was in vain : She did not harken to them, reſolved to iol- 
tl low her own inclination when ſhe had it in her power. 
| As ſoon as Fanfarinet arrived at the king's palace, 
| the queen ſent for her daughter. All the ſtreets were 
ll! ſpread with tapeſtry, and the windows crowded with 
| ladies; ſome had baſkets of flowers in their hands, 
| others baſkets of laurels, others excellent odours, with 
which they ſcented the air to welcome the ſair prince 
abraad. Her women beginning to dreſs her, a dwarf 
fl knocked at the tower gate, mounted on an elephant, 
ſent by the fave good fairies who had endowed her on 
her birth-dayg They {ent her a crown and ſeptre, a 
robe of golden brocade, a petticoat of butterflies wing: 
(a wonderful piece of work !) and a caſket full of incfti- 
| mable jewels: ſuch a treaſure was never ſcen together 
before. The queen ſwooned with aſtoniſhment at the 
flight. The princeſs, on her part, took little notice of * 
them, for all her thoughts were on Fanfarinet. The 
| | dwarf was thanked, and rewarded for: his trouble with 
| one thouſand ells of fine ribbon, of ſeveral colours, With 
which he made garters, cravat- ſtrings, and hatbandge— 
The queen defired him to ſtay till ſhe had fetched m, 
thing for the fairies, worthy their acceptance: and the 
princels, who was very generous, made them ent 
| of ſome german {pinning wheels, andetgar. pup» 
The rate things which the drarf brought were made 4 
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of to adorn her: and ſhe appeared ſo ſurpriſingly beau- 
titul to every body who ſaw her, that the ſun's luſtre was 
thought to be faint to her's. She walked through the 
ſtreets on rich tapeſtry ; ard the people who flocked to 
behold her, cried out continually, how lovely ſhe is, how 
charming ! 

As ſhe marched along in this pomp and ſplendour, 
accompanied by the queen and four or five dozen of i 
princeſſes of the blood, beſides ten dozen more who i 
came from the neighbouring kingdoms to aſſiſt at this 
feaſt, the ſky on a ſudden darkened, the thunder rum- 
bled in the air, and rain and hail fell in torrents. The 
queen flung her royal robes over her head; the ladies 
did the ſame by theirs: and Verenata was going to do 
it, when the ſound and cry of a thouſand ravens, crows, 
owls, and other birds of ill omen was heard, which ſee- 
med to preſage that nothing good would come to this 
ſeſtival. At the ſame time a raſcally owl, of a prodigious 
bigneſs, was ſeen flying towards the princeſs with a 
cobweb ſcarf in his mouth, embroidered with bats wings, 
which he let fall on Verenata's ſhoulders, He had no 
ſooner done it, but the company heard a loud laughter, 
and ſuppoſed it was a ſcurvy trick played them by 
Caraboſſa. 

Every one was grieved at this melancholy ſight, and 
the queen more than all of them : ſhe wept, and endea * if 
vouredito take off the black ſcarf from her daughter's 
ſhoulders, but it ſtuck as cloſe as if it had been a part 
of her. Ah (cried ſhe) our enemy is too bard for us 
* ftill; nothing will appeaſe her. I ſent her fifty 
6 pounds of comfits, as much double refined and 


bus as 


ss complaning thas, the princels, _e all 
ed her, began to be wet to their fins, — 
Y whoſe head: was full of the ambaſſador, got. 
Found 5 them all in the proceſſion, and went on with- 
og ing word. She thought, if ſhe had the guod luck 

. e loved, ſhe would neithet care for 
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to be ſuch a bud preſage. She admired, within herſelf, 
why he did not come to meet her; but her admiration 
was at an end, when ſhe ſaw him advancing by the ſile 
of the king: upon which the trumpets founded, the 
drums beat 40 the violins made an gereenble entertain— 
ment to the ſſembly, who redoublecd their ſhouts, and 
their joy was as extraordinary as the occaſion of it. 
Fanfarinet h11 a great dealt of wit; but when he be- 
heid the grace, majeſty, and beauty of the princels 
he was ſo tranſported; that inſtead of ſeriouſly talking 
when he courted her, one would have imagined he was 
drunk, thougu he drank eng thing but a dith of chocolate, 
He become like a m:idman, when ne perceived that with 
one glance he had forgot that fine h. 1rangue he had pre- 
pared for her, and which he lad got fo by heart, that 
he could before this minute repeat it in his ſleep. While 
he was erfdeavourins to recollect himſelf, he made ſeve- 
tal low bows to the princeſs, who on her ſide alſo made 
him half a dozen conurtfies, not conlidering what ſhe 
did. At laſt ſhe broke ſilence and to help him out of 
the confuſion which ne ſaw he was in, 2 Idreſſed herſelf 
thus to him: * My lord Fanfarinet, I can ealily imagine 
that all that you would fay to me ischarming; I doubt 
not but your wit is an{werable to your character Met 
* us however mike haſte to the palace; it rains like 
WES a deluge: and Caraboffa, who owes us this ill turn, 
ill not [pare us till we get thither,” Fanfatynet re- 
pi veryzallan tly, * The fairy had very witely provided 
rain, to quench the fires which thoſe bright eyes would. 
He then took her by the hand, and led her forward 
re walking, ſhe ſaid to him ſoftly, © You will 
at the opinion F have of you, uneſs Legplain 
6 mylelf further, ; it is true, Leg it Witho it 
pain; bot, H ni ſoit qui mul y penſe, *; * to r. 
that Evil think. Know then, my 
© that I hve beheld you with wonder, ang Hg 
cd at the charming figure you made on 435 
# your ublic entry, when the horſe daricg 
- © ted {fam forry you came hither oa 
« account, If you have as much coun 
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an expedient for it, inſtead of marrying you in your 
maſter's name, Iwill marry you in your own, I 
know you are not a prince ; what then ? I like you as 
well as if you were: we'll fly together to ſome corner 1 
of the world; we ſhall be blamed at firſt ; no matter, 4. 
others may do worſe; and when people are weary of 
blaming us, they will leave us in quiet to enjoy our | 
retirement, where I ſhall be glad to be with you.” 

Fanfarinet thought he dreamt, ſor Verenata was # 
princeſs of admirable qualities and perfections, that he 
could never have hoped for that honour, unleſs ſome 
Rrange whimſy had ſeized her. He had not preſence of 
mind enough to anſwer her; had they been alone, he 
would have thrown himſelf at her feet; he now could 
only claſp her hand, which he did ſo cloſely, that he hurt 
her little finger, yet ſhe did not cry ont : ſo much her 
paſſion ran in her head, that ſhe was inſenlible of any 
thing elſe. When the entered the palace, a thouſand 
of ſeveral ſorts of muſical inſtruments were tuned for 
her welcome, to which were added a concert of ſuch 
heavenly voices, that the audience were afraid of brea- 
thing, leſt they ſhould make too much noiſe, and ſo 
interrupt the harmony. The king having kiſſed his 
daugW/er's forehead and cheeks, ſpoke to her as follows : 
my pretty lambkin (for he was uſed to give her ſuch 
little tendgg names) are not you glad you are going to 
* marry e t king Merlin's ſon ? the Lord Fanfari- 
net, u you ſee here, is come to perform the cere? 
mony will carry you into the fineſt kingdom in K. i 


the waßen The princeſs courtelied down to 4 4 
Nea, Sh anſwered, I {fall obey you, ſat beg 1 N 
Things With plcaſare, if my dear mamma wille . a. 
toit.“ 2 pringeſs was bred up in fo much tender- 1 
neſh ke her parent, that ſhe had not ſorgot the pretty by 
ten greuſech zy ber leading ſtrings ; © I conſent (ſays her i 
Nor with all my heart, (and embraced her as a [1 

den of her j 


mnt». "© Cs Of ih. v y r 


) *Let dinner be got ready immedi- 
neen.) It was no ſooner ſaid, but 
; ſpread in an inſtant, and all the 
wma ry fe ily, except Verenata and Faufa- 
Met, who Mone another ſo much, that they had 
Wione for eating, nor thinking upon any thing elle, 


* 
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Aſter the feaſt there was a ball and a play: but it was A nc 
ſo late before they Lad done ſupper, and they had eat 1o oc 
plentifully, that moſt of the people of quality, and otters tr 

who were there, ſlept as they lat, Their majeſties them- {h 
ſelves ſell into a found nap on a couch; the lords and m 
ladies ſnored again, and the fidlers nodded over their ca 
inſtruments, and knew not what they did. Our lovers aſl 
were the only perſons that were well awake: und ſeeing = 
they were not oblerved, toyed as lovers are uſed to do l 
when they have an opportunity to ſhew their paſſions, Fa 

| *Verenata perceiving the guards, as well as the reſt, were . 
aſleep, ſaid to Fanſarinet, this minute is ours; let us Eq 
improve it and be gone; it we ſtay till the marriage Ve 
ceremony is over, the king will place ſome ladies of I * | 
the court about me, and order a prince to accompany I * | 
me to your maſter's court; it is better for us to take the 


* hold of the preſent opportunity than to wait for ano- | 
ther.“ She then roſe up, and took the king's dagger IF ha: 
from his fide, which was all over ſet in diamonds. She I vp. 
_ alfo carried away with her the queen's mantle, which WW ma 
| the had laid by, to ſleep the more at her eaſe, in which II anc 
was a carbuncle of ineſtimable value, and a diamond the 
that rendered the perſon who wore it inviſible. Fanfa- ma 
rinet took her by her lily white hand, and bending one IF ſtai 
knee to the ground, replied, * ] ſwear by all that is held hea 
* ſacred in heaven or earth, that I will eternally be 1 
faithful and obedient to your highnef8 you do Ill ſelf 
+ every thing for me madam, and can there Many thing IN fide 
that I wlll not do for you ?' They then Went both of I hall 
them out of tlie palace, the ambaſſador takuyg a dork I coff 
Jams: in his hand. They paſſed through ſeveral! WW an 


bye Meets and lanes, till they came to the ſea-ſide, I pup 
where they took a boat. Their mariner wag poor old I den 
ſellow who lay afleep in his bark, They. wa d fits: 


him; and when he ſaw Verenata ſo beautiful and glitter- 
ing with jewels, with the black batt-feather ſcarf on het 
ſhoulders, he took her for the goddeſs of night, and fel! 


down to worſhip her. The lovers had no.time, el cere- 
monies ; they commanded him tone * h he 
Was not over willing to Go, for te t ron W 


vor 
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nor ſtars to be ſeen, the weather being ſtill cloudy, 


occaſioned by the tempeſt Caraboſſa had raiſed, It is 
true, there was a carbuncle on the queen's mantle, which 
ſhone more than fifty lighted torches, and Fanfarinet 
might, as we are told, have ſaved himſelf the trouble of 
carrying a dark lanthorn with him. The ambaſſador 
aſked the princeſs whither ſhe would go? Alas (ſaid ſhe) 
* I will go along with you; wherever you will go, I will 
go; Ithink of nothing elſe,” * But, madam,, (quoth 
Fanfarinet)I dare not conduct you to the court of king 
* Merlin ; itis as much as my neck 1s worth to be - 
caught within his dominicnz, Well then (replied 
Verenata) let us go to the deſert iſle of Squirrels ; it is 
* far enough off, and we need not fear being followed 
* thither, She ordered the mariner to ſet fail ; and 
though his bark was ofa very {mall ſize, he obeyed ber. 

As day began to break, the king, queen, and court, 
having ſhook their ears and rubbed their cyes a little, got 
vp, intending to finiſh the ſolemnity of the princeſs's 
marriage, 'The queen haſtily called for her mantle, 


and ſearch was directly made after it, from the cloſet to 


the kitchen, but no mantle was to be found. Then her 
majeſty went herſelf to ſeek it, ran up ſtairs and down 
ſairs into the cellar and garret, but no tidings could be 
heard of it. 

The king alſo in his turn was willing to adjuſt him- 
ſelf, and in order to it to put his bright dagger by his 
fide, which being miſſing, as well as the mantle royal, 
balf the eourt were employed to ſearch for it; boxes and 
coffers were opened, whoſe inſide had not ſeen the ſun in 
zu hundred years. A thouſand rarities were found, 
puppets that could turn about their heads and eyes, gol- 
den ſheep with their little lambs, ſweet-meats and com- 
hts; but no dagger; ſo the kingwas inconſolable ; he tore 
dis reverend beard, and the queen her hair to keep him 
company. Indeed the loſs was great, for the mantle 
and dagger were worth more than ten cities as big ay. 


London. 
When the king deſpared of ding what they had 


Wi, be took heart, and ſaid to the queen, (courage my 


1 
f 
ſ 7 

1 


table condition, the hall reſounded with ſighs and groans, 


fuitable to the occaſion, was ſilent three hours. At 
H. length he opened his majeſtic mouth and ſpok. as follows. 
8 . * 


* 


Hear, little and great; hear your king, and help him wit 
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dear, ſet us Finiſh the ſolemnity of our daughter's nup- 
* tials, Which has already coſt us ſo dear,” He aſked WM * 


where the princels was? her nurſe come up and wind 1 
him, that ſhe had been ſecking her above two hours, 24 
and could not find her. This bad neus fo increaſed I © 
the king and his conſort's trouble, that they could not * 


ſupport themſelves under it. The queen cried out like 
an eagle that had loſt her young, and fel] into a ſwoon, * 
And never was a more melancholy ſight; above two 2 
pails of hungary water were thrown upon her majeſt y's 
face before they could fetch her to life again. The la- 
dies and maids of honour wept as if they had been at a | 
ſuneral, and not at a wedding. The ſetvants came one | 
and all, in a doleful tone; faying, What, is the king's YI 23 
* daughter loſt ?' And the king ſeeing ſhe was not to be 
found, bade his page look out Fanſarinet, whodoubtleſs, 
ſays he is ſlerping in one corner of the room or other, 
and let him come and grive with us. The page ſourkt 
after him every where, and could hear no more tidines 
of him than of the mantle and dagger. This misfor. 
tune was another affliction to their majeſties, who 
in truth had enough before to render them the moſt dil- 
conſolate couple on earth. 

The king ſummoned all the councellors and officers, 
civ.] and military, to attend him in the great hall of 
the palace, where he and his queen, who we may per- 
ewe was a conliderable perſon in the government, 
went fo them clad in deep mourning, Their rich robes 
being thrown off, each of them had a black gown on, 
tied round with a rope, to expreſs the greatnels of their 
forrows. When the aſſembly ſaw them in this lamen- 


and the floor was overwhelmed with floods bf tears, — 
The king, who hadnot time enough to pr pare a ſpeech, 


advice. I have bt my dear davgh er Verenata, ad 
done not "whether the is-deftroyed or foten from me ; the 2 
D mant 
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W mantle and my dagger, which are worth more t / an their 

4 werzht in gold, are alſo gone; and what is worſl of all, the 
ambaſſader Fanfarinet is not ty be found, It is to be feared, 

a when the king his maſter is informed of this accidenty he wall 
; come and ſeek afier him, and charge us with cutting him as 
: ſmall as minced meat, for a chrij/mas pye. I ſhould not take 
o much to heart, if I hat money to ſpare ; but I nujt confeſs. 


yon plainly, the charges of the wedding have undone me,—. 

ne Tell me, my dear ſubjects, what ſha!l I do, and what means you 

' would have me make uſe of to retrieve my daughter, Fantarinet, 
the mantle, and the dagger. 

A 

? Every body admired the king's eloquent ſpeech, he 


never made ſo florid a one in his like; and my lard 

» Gambello, chancellor of the kingdom, in the name of 

rs che aſſembly, replied thus, not bating him an ace in elo- 
' MW quence : 


S I R, 
= We are all ſorry for your ſorrow, and would rather have 
0 parted with our wives and children, than you Should have hag ſo 
31. Noch cauſe to grieve ; but it is plain, ibis is @ trick of Caraboſſa 
| tte fairy : the princeſs's twentieth year is not yet expired; 
os u fince I muſt ſpeak my ſentiments, or your majeſty ſuſſer by 
of ny double-dealings with you, I freely declare, that I obſerved 
er. e was always ogling Fanfarinet, and he her. Perhaps love 
nt; has been playing one of his pranks, as often happens with per- 
des & of their ages. 


oy The queen, who was naturally haſty, interrupted the 
en. chancellor, ſaying, Have a care what you ſay, my 
ns, lord chancellor; the princeſs, I would have you to 
" MW know, is no ſuch ſort of perſon as to fall in love 
© with Fanfarinet ; I have bred her up too well for that.“ 
77 the nurſe, who was one of the company, fell at 
he king's feet, and ſaid, Jam come to tell your ma- 
Fieſties the whole truth of the matter. The princeſs 
Fiore ſhe would ſec Fanfarinet make his public entry, 
or ſtab herſelf on the ſpot : we made a little bole in 
ile tower through which ſhe ſaw him, and immedi- 


? © ately 


\ 
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* ately proteſted ſhe would never marry eny man but 
him.“ The aſſembly hearing this, were extremely 
troubled at Verenata's folly and fortune : they ſaw that 
Gambel!o's penetration was greater than her majeſty's ; 
who all in a rage, ſcolded at Verenata's nurſe, and dref- 
ſer, rocker, ſoſter-fiſter and companion, ſo terribly, 
that hanging weuld hardly have been a worſe puniſh- 
ment. Admiral Sharp-Cap interrupting the queen, 
cried out, My lords, let's aſter Fanfarinet, for without 
doubt this jackanapes has carried off our princeſs.— 
Every body clapped their hands in applauſe of their ad- 


miral, and there was not a man but ſaid he would fol- 


low him. Some of them went by fea, and others by 
land, who traveling from kingdom to kingdom, with 
drums beating and trumpets ſounding, made proclama- 
tion, That whoever could tell tale or tidings of the 


b princeſs Verenata, whom Fanfarinet had ſtolen 


© out of her father's palace, ſhould have for their reward 
© a fine baby, ſome ſweet-meats wet and dry, ſome 


© little ſciſſars, a gown made of cloth of gold, and a fh. 


tin bonnet.” The anſwer every where was, You muſt 
go ſomewhere elſe, we know nothing of them.” 

Thoſe who went by fea were more fortunate; for, 
aſter a pretty long voyage, they one night perceived 
ſomething before them which ſhone like a great fire, 
but were afraid of coming up near to it, not knowing 
what it was; when all on a ſudden the light ſtopped at 
the deſert ifle of Squirrels, for it was indeed the princeſs's 
carbuncle that was ſo luminous: and ſhe and her lover 
landing there gave the mariner one hundred crowns of 
gold, bid him farewell, and charged him for his life not 
to ſpeak a word to any one what ever of his adventure, 

The good man in his way back, met the king's ſhips, 
which he no ſooner ſaw but he endeavoured to avoid 
them. The admiral perceived it, ordered a galley to 
give him chace, and the old man was too weak to row 
from her. So the admiral's men came up with him, 
took him, and carried him before their commanger, ho 
cauſed him to be ſecured, and the hundred pieces of 


6 


told being found in his pocket, the very ſame pieces * | 
| 7 : 
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had been coined in honour of the princeſs's nuptials, 
Sharp-cap examined him : and the mariner, that he 
might not be obliged to ſpeak the truth, affected to ap- 
pear deaf and dumb. So, ſo (ſays the admiral) we 
* (hall ſoon bring him to his tongue, I will warrant ye.” 
So he commanded him to be tied to the main-maſt : 
and exerciſed with a cat o'nine-tails ; one of the beſt re- 
medies in the world for mutes. When the old man 
ſaw they were in earneſt, he confeſſed that a heavenly 
creature, in the ſhape ofa young lady, and a gallant 
gentleman, had hired his boat to convey them to the 
deſert iſle of Squirrels. The admiral imagined pre- 
ſently it was the princeſs and Fanfarinet, and failed to that 
Hand in purſuit of them. « 

In the mean time Verenata, tired with the fatigue of 
the ſea, and finding a green bank under a covert of trees, 
laid down and fell aſleep. Fanfarinet whoſe ſtomach was 
ſharper than his love, did not let her ſleep long. Do 
* you think, madam, (ſays he waking her) that I can 
* ſtay here for ever? I do not ſee any thing that 
Nis eatable upon the place: though you were fairer 
than Aurora, that would not ſatisfy my hunger; one 
* muſt have ſome nouriſhmeat, or there is no living: 
* my ſtomach's ſharp, and my belly empty.“ How! 
(replied Verenata ;) do the marks that I have given you 
* of my friendſhip go for nothing with you ; is it poſſi- 
ble your mind can be biaſſed about any thing but the 
* contemplation of your good fortune ?' © It is rather ta- 
* ken up (ſaid Fanfarinet) about my bad; would to 
heaven you were in your black tower again,* * Do 
not be ſo out of humour, my good cavelier (quoth the 
princeſs, ſmiling) *I will go fearch the woods, and per- 
+ haps I may light upon ſome fruit to ſatisfy you.” — 
* I hadrather you might find a wolf to eat you (replied 
Fanfarinet, churliſhly.') Verenata, as ſhe aſterwards ſaid, 
went up and down the woods, tearing her robes among 
the briars, and her white ſkin with the thorns, ſhe was 
ſeratched as it ſhe had been playing withcats, And thus it 
is, if young women will fall in love with young fellows, 
there is nothing but trouble comes of it. When ſhe had 
N | ſearched 
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ſcarched every where in vain, the returned very ſorrow- 
ful to Fanfarinet and told him the uncomfortable news, 
He turned his back upon her, and left ber, muttering 
between his teeth. 

The next day they looked about for ſome eatables 55 
unſucceſsfully as the firit ; fo that they were torced tor 
three days together to live upon leaves and locuſts- — 
Though the princeſs had been, without compariſon, 
much more delicately bred than the ambaſſador, vet 
ſhe did not complain. * I thould be content, (faid {he 


to her lover) if! ſuffered alone, and would be willing to 
die of hunger i I could procuxe ſome good cheer (or 


« you.” It is all one to me (quoth Fanfarinet) whe» 
© ther you live or die, provided [ have what I want,'— 
Is it poſſible (cried Verenata) that you ſhould be ſo 
little concerned at my death? are theſe the oaths which 
you {ſwore when you left my father's court ?? There 
is a great deal of difference (ſays the ambaſſador) be- 
tween a man at his eale, who has neither hunger nor 
thirſt, and a wretch ready to be ſtarved,” She anſ- 
wered, I am in as much danger as you, and I do not 
complain.“ * You may well bear it with a good grace, 
(ſays Fanfarinet) who was ſo mad as to leave father 
and mother, to tun up and down bere like a vagabond ; 
we are in a very pretty condition truly: It is for 
© love of you (replied Verenata) and at the ſame time 
ga ve him her band. «I would have excuſed you, (ſaid Fan- 
farinet) had I known what you would have brought me 
to; and then turned aſide from her. The fair priu- 
ceſs, overwhelmed with grief, wept inceſſantly, enough 
to have ſoſtened a heart of flint with her tears. She 
ſat under a buſh loaded with roſes, white and red, to 


MW WW WE 3, Au 


# which ſhe thus addreſſed herfelf, after ſhe had for ſome. 


time gazed upon them: How bleſſed are you, ye 
* young flowers; the zephyrs careſs, the dew waters, the 
« ſun beautifics, the bees love you, your prickles defend 
vou, and all the world admire you; muſt you alas be 
more happy than I !' She then fell a weeping fo ex- 
ceſſi vely, that the root of the toſe tree was moiſtened with 
her tears; and ihe had icaxce done ſpeaking, before, to 
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her great ſurpriſe, the buſh ſtirred, the flowers blew, 
2nd the faireſt of them anſwered her thus ; * If thou 

hadſt never loved, thy deſtiny would have been to be 

* envied as much as mine, love expoſes people to the 

* worſt misfortunes Poor princeſs, look in the hollow 

+ of this tree, and you'll find © honeycomb, but do not 

be fo lilly as to give it to Fanfarinet.” Verenata roſe 
| immediately, not knowing whether ſhe was aſleep or 
awake; ſearched the tree, found the hole, and honey in 
- it, which ſhe preſently carried to her ungrateful lover, 
Here, ſays ſhe, is a honeycomb, for you: I might have 
eat it all myſelf, but I had rather ſhare it with you.” 
. The ambaſſador ſnatched it out of her hand, without fo 
— much as thanking her, or looking upon her, eat it all 
o up, and refuſed to give her the leaſt bit. He was ſuch a 
brute as to infult her, by ſaying it was too ſweet ſor her, 
e ind would ſpoil her teeth; with feveral other imperti- 
e- nent jeſts. Verenata, more ſorrowful than ever, ſat 
or Wlown under an oak, and made much the ſame ſort of 
if» Ycomplaint as ſhe had made to the roſe tree, The oak, 
ot Wtouched with compaſſhon, bowed down ſome of its bran- 
©, I ches, and ſpoke to this purpoſe, (for it was all enchanted- 
er ground that ſhe trod upon:) It is a pity, fair Verenata, 


d; Ws you ſhould die ſo young: take this pitcher of milk and 
tor drink it, without giving a drop to your ungrateſul lover. 
me The princeſs, more aſtoniſhed than before, looked behind 
aun er, and ſpied a great pitcher of milk. She forgot her 
we on thirſt preſently, and remembered Fanfarinet, whom 
mu ide believed might well be thirſty after eating about 
ugh egteen pounds of honey ; ſo ſhe ran to him with the 
She milk, bidding him quench his thirſt, and remember to 
„to Yave her ſome, for ſhe was almoſt dead for. want of it. 
ome We took the pitcher rudely from her, drank it off every 


rop, flung the pitcher to the ground, and broke it to 
nieces, ſaying, with a malicious ſmile. * Thoſe that 
have ha 4 no meat need no drink,” 

The princeis lifted up her hands and bright cyes to 
ea ven, cried out, It is juſt ye powers! I have deſerved 
this puniſhment for leaving my father and mother 
to love, and follow a man att I never, knew, with- 
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« out conſidering my duty to my parents, and my rank, 
* or thinking on the miſeries which Caraboſſa threatened 
* me with,” After ſhe had done ſpeaking ſhe wept 
more bitterly than ſhe had done all her life time, and 
retired into the thickeſt of the wood, where out of mere 
faintneſs ſhe fell down at the foot of an elm, on which 1 
nightingale perched, and ſung ſo wonderfully ſweet, 
that her notes had almoſt charmed the wretched Vere- 
nata with pleaſure, The bird, like the tree, had the gif 
of ſpeech, and fluttering its wings, repeated theſe verſes, 
which it had learnt on purpoſe out of Ovid, as if it had 
underſtood the princeſs's diſtemper, and had brought her 


a cure: 


Cupid's a In ve, the traitor never ſmiles, 
But when he would en/lave us by is wiles : 
And ever, with his favours he tmparts 

A deadly porſon, that torments our hearts. 


Who knows him better than I ? (anſwered Verenata, 
intertupttng the bird :) I am too well acquainted with 
* his cruelty and my evil deſtiny,” Take heart (ſays 
the amorous tiglitingale ;) under yonder plant you will 
find ſome ſugar-plumbs and almonds, but do not be 
* fo ſwoliſh as to give any of them to Fanfarinet.'— 
The princeſs did not want that precaution now g ſhe 
had not forgot the two laſt tricks he plaved her; beſides 
ſhe was fo very hungry that ſhe needed not many argu- 
ments to perſuade her to eat when ſhe had got food. $» 
ſhe cracked the almonds, eat the plumbs, and ſeaſted 
on them by herlelf. Fanfarinet ſeeing her eat alone, 
fell in a furious paſhon ; his eyes flaſhed fire, and he 
ran with his ſword drawn to kill her: ſhe, to defend her- 
felf, expoſed the miraculous diamond, and ſo became 
inviſible to him; ſhe got out of his way, and reproached 
him with his ingratitude, in terms that ſhewed ſufhci- 
ently that {he could not yet hate him. | 

In the mean time admiral Sharp-Cap diſpatched a- 
way John Prattlebox, courier in ordinary of the cloſet, 


to inform the king, that the princeſs and Fanfarinet, 
were 


Tur STory of PriNcess VERENAT A. 115 


were landed on the iſle of Squirrels, but that being a 
ſtranger. in the country, he was cautious of making 2 
decent for fear of ambuſcades. Upon this news, which 
was joyful tidings to their majeſties and their court, the 
king ſent for a huge book, every leaf of which was eight 
ells long; It was the mwaſter-viece of a learned faiiy, 
and contained a deſcription of the whole world. The 
king found out in an inſtant that the iſle of Squirrels 
was not inhabited. Go, (ſays he to John Prattlebox) 
and command the admiral in my name to land iftnme- 
« diately ; it may be of ill conſequence to leave Fanſa- 
* rinet and my daughter ſo long together. ; 

As ſoon as the Courier arrived at the fleet, the admi- 
ral ordered the trumpets to ſound, the drums to beat ; 
cymbals, hautboys, flutes, violins, viols, organs, guitars, 
and a confuſed variety of inſtruments were played 
upon ; which alarmed the princeſs and her lover, who 
was not very brave. Fanſarinet ſeeing the danger that 
approached, made his peace, in hopes of affiſtance from 
his miſtreſs; wha was too readily reconciled to him, 
Stand behind me (quoth Verenata) I will 0 before, 
hide you with my inviſible diamond, and kill our 
enemies with my father's dagger, while you ſlay thew 
with your ſword.” 

The inviſible princeſs advanced againſt the ſoldiers, 
and ſhe and Fanfarinet flew them all without being 
ſeen by them, Nothing was heard but cries; the poor 
ſoldiers drew their ſwords in vain, they fought with the 
air, while every blow the ambaſſador and Verenata 
ſtruck gave certain death; and every where ſuch lamen- 
table groans as theſe were heard, Ob! I am killed: 
Oh! I die !' The two inviſible lovers fought as ſafe 2s if 
they had to do with a flack of geeſe ; they dropt down 
like ducks, avoided their enemies blows, and eafily de- 
royed them. The admiral, obſervins how his men 
tell by unſeen hands, ſounded a retreat and returned 
very melancholy to held a council of war, 

Night drawing on apace, the princeſs and Fanfarinet 
retired into the thickeſt of the wood; She was ſo weary, 
wat ſhe lay down on ine graſs, and had almoſt 

| F 2 dropt 
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dropt aſleep, when ſhe heard a voice whiſpering to her, 
Save yourſelf, Verenata, for Fanfarinet will kill and 
* eat you,” She opened her eyes, and by the light of the 
carbuncle ſhe {pied the wretch Fanſarinet with his arm 
liſted up ready to run his fword to her heart: for per- 
ceiving her {kin was ſo white, and her fleſh ſo plump, 
his hunger inſpired him with other thoughts than love, 
and the opportunity might have put it into his head ; 
he had a mind to make a meal of her, and intended to 
murd&r her for that purpoſe. Verenata did not ſtand 
long deliberating what ſhe ſhould do ; ſhe drew out her 
dagger gently, having kept it for her own uſe ever ſince 
the battle, and ſtabbed him to very fiercely in the cy: 
that he fell down dead. * Go, ingrate, ſhe cried, take 
the laſt favour, which thou haſt beſt deſerved from me; 
* be an example for the future. to all faithleis lovers, 
© and may thy diſloyal heart never find reſt in the world 
to which] have ſent thee, 

When the firſt tranſport of her paſſion was over, and 

ſhe reflected on the condition ſhe was in, ſhe had almoſt 
as little liſe in her, as the man whom ſhe bad juſt ſlain. 
What will become of mie, (ſaid ſhe weeping) 1 am leſt 
alone in this deſoſate ifland ; the wild bealts will either 
* devour me, ur | {hall die with hunger.“ She was even 
forry that the had not ſuffered Faniarinet to eat ber, 
rather than ext ofe herſelf to be eaten by the monſters 
of the deſert ; {he ſat down trembling, and wiſhing iu 
morning. 
As ſhe reſted herſelf againſt a tree, ſhe eſpied on one 
ſide of her a golden chariot, drawn by {ix great hcus 
with cropped crowns, Acock was the coachman, 2nd 
a fat hen the poſtillion. In the chariot there rode 2 
lady, ſo fair, that the ſun loſt all his luſtre, wherever ihe 
ſhope, and night illuminated by her eyes, was brighter 
than meridian day. Her robe was all over ſet with 
ſpangles of ilver and gold. On the other fide of bc 
Verenata ſaw another chariot drawn by fix bats ; a cr 
was the coachman, and a beetle the poſtillion, Within 
the chariot fat a little frightful hag, cloathed with ſnakes: 
ſkin garmeat, and on her head the wore a great toad, 
which ſerved her inſtead of a top knot. 


Never 
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Never was a woman more ſurpriſed than the young 
princeſs was at this fight : while ſhe ſtood gazing « pon 
it, ſhe ſaw the two chariots advance againſt each other, 
The beautiful lady held a golden lance in her hand, and 
the ugly one an old ruſty ſpear. They came up hercely 
to the combat, which laſted a quarter of an hour, t 
laſt the fair heroine got the victory, and the def>rmed 
hag fled with her bats. The battle being over, the 
handſome Jady deſcended to the earth, and thus ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to Verenata : 

Fear nothing lovely princeſs ; I come hither only to 
oblige you; I fought with Caraboiſa out of love to vou; 
ſhe pretended to an authority to whip you, becauſe you 
came out of the tower four days before your twentieth 
year expired, You ſce Itook your part, and have dri- 
ven her away; rejoice at the happineſs I bring you. 
The grateful princeſs fell proſtrate at her fect, aud 
made this anſwer: Great queen of the fairies, | am 
* tran{ported at your generoſity, and cannot find words 
to expreſs my gratitude : but this I know, that there 
is not à drop of that blood which you have ſaved, which 
I am not ready to ſacrifice tor your ſervice.“ The 
fairy embraced her twice, and by her ſpells rendered 
her, if it was poſhble, noc beautiful than ſhe was be- 
fore. She commanded the cock, he: coaghman, b go 
to the king's ſhip, and bid the admiral comg to. the 
princeſs, for there was nothing now that he need be a- 
fraid of; and her poſtillion the hen, to her own palace, 
to fetch ſome new robes for Verenata, which were the 
richeſt that ever eyes were ſet upon. | 

The admiral was ſo raviſhed with the news which the 
cock brought him, that it was like to have thrown him 
into a fit of ſickneſs : he landed immediately in the 
iſland, taking all his men with him ; and among the 
Teſt Jack Prattlebox, the expreſs that arrived lately fron 
court, who ſeeing every one run aſhore did the ſame, 
and carried along with him a ſpit with wild fowl upon 
it half roaſted. | 

Admiral Sharp-Cap had ſcarce gone a league before 
be ſaw the chariot drawn by hens ina creat road in the 
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wood, and the two ladies walking together. He knew 
the princeſs, and bowed to the ground, was going to 
begin a notable ſpeech. Verenata, interrupting him, 
ſaid, * All thoſe honours were due to the generous fairy, 
* who defended her from Caraboſla's clutches.” Upon 
this the admiral kiſſed the hem of her fairy majeſty; 
garment, and made her one of the fineſt compliments 
that ever came out of the mouth of a tar on ſuch an oc 
caſion. While he was talking to her, the princeſs cried 
out, Certainly I ſmell roaſt meat. Yes, madam, (re 
plied Prattlebox, and produced his ſpit with the birds 
on it,) your —_— never eat better in your life.“ 
am very glad ot it (quoth the fairy) though not ſo 
much on iny own account as on the princeſs's, who 
© wants ſome refreſhment.” The admiral ſent away to 
his ſhips for other neceſſaries: and the joy of his whole 
crew for his finding the princeſs, joined with their good 
cheer, made them all wonderful merry. 

The feaſt being over, and the ſat hen returned, the 
fairy dreſſed the princeſs in a robe of green filk, brocaded 
with gold, ſet with rubies and pearls ; ſhe bound up ker 
hairlocks with ſtrings ofjewels and emeralds ; ſhe crowned 
her with garlands of flowers, and placed her in the cha- 
riot; where, as ſhe rode, all the ſtars that ſaw her, took 
her for the morning, and ſaluted her as ſhe paſſed by, 
crying, Good morrow, Aurora. 

The fairy carried her to the ſea - ſide; when they arri. 

ved there, they bid one another many a hearty adieu, 
Ah, madam (ſaid the princeſs) will you not let me tell 
my mother to whom I owe this mighty obligation? 
* The fairy anſwered, Embrace her on my behalf, and 
* tel} her I am the fifth fairy that endowed you at your 
birth.” 
The princeſs going aboard, the admiral commanded 
all the cannon to be fired; and welcomed her with 2 
volley of ſmall arms. The fleet returned ſafely to the 
port of her father's capital city ; and when ſhe landed, the 
king and queen, who waited on the ſhore for her coming, 
received her with ſuch tranſport of joy, that they did not 
give her time tobeg pardon for her paſt 3 
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though ſhe had thrown herſelf at their ſeet as ſoon as ſhe 
ſaw them. Their parental tenderneſs laid all the fault 
on Caraboſla ; and the princeſs was excuſed, as acting 
by an irreſiſtible impulſe of ſate. 

At the ſame time the great king Merlin's ſon arrived, 
very much troubled that he heard no news of his ambaſ- 
ſador. Hehad a train of one thouſand horſe, and 
thirty pages richly dreſſed in ſcarlet liveries, embroide- 
red and laced with gold: he was an hundred times hand- 
ſomer than the ungrateſul wretch Fanfarinet. Care was 
taken not to let lim know any thing of his flight, and the 
princeſs's, becauſe that might have created ſuſpicions 
which would have ſhocked a lover, He was told very 


gravely, that the ambaſſador being dry, went to draw F 


water out of a well, fell into it, and was drowned, — 
His highneſs believed every word of it ; was married to 
the princeſs ; and the joy of the whole court was ſo great, 
that they quite forgot their late ſorrow, 


Ye lovers, be your objects what they will, 
Keep ye within the rule of duty ſtill - 

And never be by paſſion led away, 

So much, but reaſon ſtill ſhall have the ſway $ 
Let her reſtrain the rage of your deſires, 
And make her miſtreſs of your vows and fires, 


* 
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FLORIO and FLORELLA. 


HERE wasa country-woman, who, upon her in- 

timacy with a fairy, defired her to come and 
aſſiſt at her labour. The good woman was delivered of 
a daughter: when, the fairy taking the infant in her 
arms, faid to the mother, * Make your choice: the child 
(if you have a mind) ſhall be exquiſitely handſome ; 
* excell in wit, even more than in beauty ; and be the 
« queenofa mighty empire; but withal unhappy ; or (if 
you had rather) ſhe ſhall be an ordinary, ugly, country 
creature, like yourſelf ; but contented with her condi- 
* tion.” The mother immediately choſe wit and beauty 
for her daughter ; at the hazard of any misfortune, 

As the child grew, new beauties opened daily in her 
face: till in a few years, ſhe ſurpaſſed all the rural laſſes 
that the oldeſt people had ever ſeen. Her turn of wit 
was gentle, polite, and infinuating : ſhe was of a ready 


- apprehenhon; and ſoon learned every thing, ſo as to 


excel her teachers. Every holiday ſhe danced upon the 

een, with a ſuperior grace to any of her companions. 

t voice was ſweeter than any ſhepherd's pipe; and ſhe 
made the ſongs ſhe uſed to ling. | 8 

* or 
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For ſome time, ſhe was not appriſed of her own 
charms ; when, diverting berſelf with her playfellows, 
on the green flowery border of a fountain; the was fur- 
priſed with the reflection of her face : ſhe obſerved, how 
different her ſeatures and her complexion ſeemed from 
the reſt of her company; and admired herſelf, The 
country, flocked from day today to obtain a fight of her; 
made her yet more ſenſible of her beauty. Her mo- 
ther, who relied on the predictions of the fairy, began. 
already to treat her as a queen, and ſpoiled her with 
flatteries. The young damſel would neither ſew nor 
{pin, nor look aſter the ſheep : ber whole amuſement * 
was, to gather flowers, to dreſs her hair with them, to 
ling, and todance in the ſhade, 

The king of the country was a very powerful king: 
and he had but one fon; whoſe name was Florio : fr 
which reaſon, his father was impatientto have him mar- 
ried. The young prince could never bear the mentions 
ing any of the princeſſes of the neighbour ing natioris ; 

- becauſe a fairy had told him, that he ſhould find a 
1 ſhepherdeſs more beautiful, and more accompliſhed. ' 3 
f than all the princeſſes in the world. Thereſore the kin g. 
r 
d 


gave orders to aſſemble all the village nymphs of his 
realm, who where under the age of cighteen, tv make 3. 
choice of her, who ſhould ap; ear worthy of fo great an 


e honour. In purſuance of the order, when they came to 
if be ſorted; a vaſt number ot virgins, whole beauty was 
y not very extraordinary, were refuſed admittance ; and 
1- only thirty picked out, who infinitely ſurpaſled all” 
y others. Thele thirty virgins, were ranged in a great 

hall, in the figure of a half moon: that the king and his 
er ſon might have a diſtinct view of them together. Flo- 
5 rello (our young damſel) appeared in the midſt of her 
it competitors, like a lily amidſt marygolds ; or, as an o- 
y range-tree in bloſſom, ſhews amongſt the mountain 


10 ſhrubs. The king immediately declared aloud, that# * 4 1 
* ſhe deſerved his crown : and Florio thought himſelf 
8. happy in the poſſeſſion of Florella. 

ie Our ſhepherdeſs was inſtantly deſired to caſt off her 4 
country weeds and to accept a habit richly embroide _ * 


— . 
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mal! 
with gold. In a ſew minutes, ſhe ſaw herſelf covered dere 
with pearls and diamonds ; and” a troop of ladies were built 
appointed to ſetve her. Every one was attentive to pre- The 
vent her deſires, before ſhe ſpoke; and ſhe was lodged ſupp 
| within the palace, in a magnificent apartment : where who 
& Inſtead of tapeſtry, there were large pannels of looking- to ſe 
* from the floor to the ceiling; that ſhe might have bad 
# pleaſure of ſeeing her beauty multiplied on all fides ; ber 
chat the prince might admire her, wherever he N 
2 Ph. eyes. Florio, in a few days, quitted the chace, the | 
| all the manly ex-rciſes in which before he delighted; ted. 
= that he micht be perpetually with his miſtreſs. The whe! 
=; Suptials were concluded: and ſoon after, the old king her 
; A died, Thereupon, Florella becoming queen, all the unf, 
councils and alfaiis of ſtate were directed by her wiidom, the « 
Ihe queen mother (whoſe name was Invideſſa) grew qua! 
& jealous of her- dauehter in-law, She was on artful, per- take 
fi verſe, cruel woman ; and age had ſo much aggravated Flor 
ber natural deformity, that ſhe ſeemed a fury. The Acc 
$: youth and beauty of Florella, made her appear yet more at th 
Js Ffrightſul ; ſhe could not bear the fight ot fo fine a crea- ſabri 
dure: {he likewiſe dreaded ker wit and underſtanding ; whe! 
* and gave herſelf up to all the rage of envy. * You quee 
want the foul if a prince (would {he often ſay to her be fo1 
fon) or you would not have married this mean cottager, her t 
Ho can yu be ſo abje.t as to make an idol of hen? deli 
Then, the is as haughty as if ſhe had been born in the told 
I palace where ſhe lives. You ſhould have followed the now 
* example of the king your father; when he thought of dt 
taking a wife, he prefered me, becauſe I was the daugh- ſpok 
ter of 6 monarch, equal to himſelf, Send away this re: 
iaſignifcant ſhepherdeſs to her hamlet, and take to * are 
pour bed and throne, ſome young princeſs, whoſe birth " 
u anſwerable to your own.” Flore 
Florio continued deaf to the inſtances of his mother : fairy 
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malignant inſinuations of his mother, immediately or- 
dered Florella to be impriſcned for life, in a. high tower, 
built on the point of rock, that ſtood in the ſea, 
There ſhe wept night and day; not knowing for What 
ſuppoſed crime ſhe was ſo ſeverely treated by the HOSE 
who had ſo paſſionately loved her. She was permit 

to ſee no perſon but an old wopian, to whom ide; 
had intruſted her; and whoſe bulineſs it was to anus, 
her upon all occaſions. | 6 


Now Florella called to 


a . 


the ſweet privacy, and the rural pleaſures (hs had q " - 


ted. One day ax ſhe {at in a penſive poſture, ove 
whelmed with grief, and to herſelf accuſed the far 
her mother, who chuſe rather to have her x beauty 64 
unfortuna's queen, than an ugly contented ſh-pherde 
the old woman, who was her tormentor, came ag 
quaint her that the king had ſent an executiorer” EM 
take off her head ; and that ſhe muſt prepare to e 
Florella replied, that ſhe was ready to receive the ſtroke 
Accordinely, the executioner ſent by the king's order 
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at the perſuaſions of Invideſſa, appeared with a dran, 
ſabre in his hand, ready to perform his commiſſion . 


when a woman ſtepped in, who faid, ſhe came from the 
queen-mcther, to ſpeaka word or two in pi iv te toFlorelis, 
de fore ſhe was put to death. The old woman imagining 
her to be one ot the ladies of the court, tuffered her to 
deliver her meſſage; but it was the fairy, who had fore- 
told the misfortunes of Florella at her birth; and hed, 
now aſſumed the likeneſs of one of Invideila's attendants, 
She delired the company to retiie a while; and then 
ſpoke thus to Florella in ſecret ; * Are you willing to 


" renounce that beauty, which has proved fo fatal to you? ps 


are you willing to quit the title of queen; to put on. 

your former habit, and to return to your village 7 
Florella was tranſported at the offer. Thereupon the 
fairy applied an enchanted vizard to her face * ber fea». | 


zures inſtantly became deformed; all the ſymmetry” 


vaniſhed, and ſhe was now as diſag! ceable as ſhe bad 
theen handſoine. Under th's change, it was not poſſible , - 
t know her; and ſhe paſſed without difficulty, through 

the 
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ny who came to fee her execution. In vait. 
[ey earch the tower; Florella was not to be found. 
1ews of this eſcape was ſoon brought to the king, 
o Invideſſa, who commanded diligent ſcarch to be 
after her throughout the kingdom ; but to no pur- 


e fairy by this time, had reſtored Florella to h-r 
ers who would never have been able to recolle&+ 
tered looks, had {he not been let into the-cireunt 
8 of her ſtory. Our ſhepherdeſs was now conten- 
oe an ugly, poor unknown creature, in the 
Where ſhe tended ſheep. She frequently heard 
relate, and lament over her adventures; ſons ; 
made upon them, which drew tears from all eyes 
Ren took a pleaſure in finging thoſe ſongs, with 
B-apanions, and would often weep with the reſt 
10, le thought herſelf #ppy with her little fock ; 
22 neverouce tempted to diſchver herſelf to auy of 
Miointance. 
all the care and attendante of the 955 ubor. 
Wortunate Florelia, ſhe did not forget amply t 
ite queen mother, who was the principal infiru- 
of her dacling's unhapineſs. And therefore to 
ens te, in*fore meafure. for her misfortunes, {© 
ide King's chief miniſter with notions that his 
and'crael mother had formed a defign to take the 
amentinto.ber-own hands, and wed with a pow- 
monarch, whote diſpoſition perfeRtly correſpor de 
er den. En aged at the information, he called 
er ſome of dj; nobles, tu conſult thereon, wo gave it 
* per mon, that ſhe deferved death; but as the tics 
ted it, her fon Ku Ude her to be 


t tower Grow whence his once loved Florella 
enn ſpent the remainder of her liſc. 
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. "A the leg tf ot 8 1855 
er which we were not defigne, * „ 
els cdaliſtv4y being + 2 2 
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